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Principal’s Message: 
Our strong start to the year continues.  We have terrific kids! For several years the focus of 
the school has been climate and behavior.  We are getting some traction on that, and this 
year looks good to pivot to strong academic expectations. 
 
Here’s what I’ve been telling the kids: 

• Math makes you money. 
• Reading gives you knowledge. 
• Writing gives you power. 
• Exercise and nutrition give you health. 
• The Arts and Sciences show you what to do with money, knowledge, power and 

health. 
 
Strong academics give kids a reason to behave.  Behavior is not just conforming to adult 
demands.  Good behavior enables kids to access learning for their own benefit. I believe 
kids want to grow – learning and growth drive kids, and satisfying that need is critical to a 
good school climate. 
 
In this spirit, I’d like to remind you all of this part of the Albany Community School Mission and Vision: 
 

“Through good leadership, a belief in values and character, and a commitment of teachers, parents and the total 
community, we will strive to provide an environment where students can develop their fullest. High standards and 
expectations will be set that will allow each student to experience success and take pride in him/herself and his/her 
work, and to become a contributing citizen.” 

 
I think we can achieve this vision by making behavior and academics work together in partnership. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

• October 25 (Thursday) School Picture Day – Individual Portraits 
• October 26 (Friday) – Vermont Vaudeville field trip (whole school) 10:00 AM performance 
• October 26, (Friday) -  PTC Halloween Gala 
• October 28 (Sunday) - Peter and the Wolf VSO performance 3:30 PM United Christian Academy, Newport 
• November 1 (Thursday) – Act 46 informational meeting for Albany Community School 
• November 2 (Friday) – Middle School goes Mountain Biking (PM) 
• November 6 (Tuesday) – Election Day, including Act 46 vote.  Please vote! 
• November 12 (Monday) – No school, Veteran’s Day 
• November 15 (Thursday) – Albany School Board meeting, Lake Region Union High School 6:00 PM 
• November 16 (Friday) – Early Release (11:25 AM) 

 
PTC Halloween Gala 
The Albany PTC is organizing a Halloween party on Friday, Oct. 26. Doors are  open from 6:00 – 8:00 PM.  There 
is a $2.00 admission fee to support PTC projects to help our kids. All ages are welcome and costumes are 
encouraged. There will be fun games and activities, prizes and candy, a photo booth and face painting. We are 
open to any volunteers even just donating decorations or helping with set up and clean up! Call Amalia at 754-
2819 or email albanyptc@gmail.com and we can answer any questions. The more the merrier!  
 

An example of student academic 
work on display at Open House 
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Our New Flags Fly! 
At long last our new flags arrived.  They are very special. The United States Flag 
came to us via a Senate program, which allows people to purchase flags that had 
flown over the US Capital in Washington. We obtained our Vermont flag from 
the State Architect. It had been raised over the Statehouse in Montpelier. 
 

On Wednesday October 3, we raised them for 
the first time in a very moving ceremony outside 
the school.  Our kids were awesome!  In my 27+ 
years as an educator, I think this was the very 
best behavior I witnessed at a school assembly. 
 
Leading up to the ceremony, teachers developed and taught lessons about the American Flag 
and about the Pledge of Allegiance.  In addition, several classes mastered patriotic songs on 
voice and hand chimes.  Fourth graders are in charge of the flags on a daily basis.  Ms. Thomas 
knows the traditions for handling the Flag, and volunteered her class for this very important 
task since the school’s flagpole is right outside their classroom.  Preparing was a team effort. 
 

After I explained to the kids where the flags came from, the fourth graders prepared to raise the flags.  
The 5th and 6th grade students began the Star Spangled Banner with perfect timing – just as the flags 
began to rise.  Kindergarten and First Grade stepped forward and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Nathan and Vicki Strong were our honored guests.  The 
Senate program, from which I obtained our US Flag, asks 
that we identify an individual to honor.  Sergeant Jesse 
Strong, who died in Iraq in 2005, was suggested to me as 
honoree.  Vicki, Jesse’s mom and one of our State 
Representatives spoke to our assembly.  The theme of 
her remarks was “Freedom is Not Free.”  She shared 
Jesse’s portrait, and told the kids about his life, including 
his service to Albany Community School. 

 
The ceremony concluded with the Fourth graders singing and chiming “America the Beautiful.” Many community members 
attended our flag ceremony.  
 
Open House and Harvest Dinner 
We had a very successful Open House and Harvest Dinner that night.  We 
started off at 5:30 with parents and students saying the Pledge of Allegiance in 
the gym, led by Mr. Supernaw’s 2nd and 3rd Grade class.  I shared expectations 
for the evening, and families fanned out into the school to take in all the great 
academic work.   
 
It was an exciting evening.  The action seemed to move from place to place in 
the school.  Early on Mr. Supernaw’s room was really busy.  Ms. Thomas’ room 
next attracted a lot attention.  Then Ms. Gonyaw’s class was hopping.  Next, I 
visited the Middle School and all three rooms were full of families and engaged 
students. Logan and his little brother skip count on spot 

marker's in Ms. Thomas' room during Open House. 

Fourth Graders sing "America the Beautiful" 
Vicki Strong speaks to 

Albany students 

Ms. Gonyaw's class leads the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Fourth graders raise the new flags 
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At 6:30 everyone gathered in the gym for a harvest dinner.  Hannah Driessegacker, 
our Farm to School Coordinator, spent several days with each class preparing the 
food.  The kids grew, harvested, and cooked most of the meal.  We had chili, home 
baked bread, salad and pumpkin pie.  I didn’t count, but it looked to me like we had 
fed hundreds of people, and that most kids brought several adult relatives, including 
grandparents.  It was impressive. 
 
Special thanks to Asa Davis, our champion dishwasher, Abby and Destiny Parker for 
serving food, and the whole Rivers clan, Amanda, Nick, Paisley and Lydia for running 
the kitchen! 
 

Parent Conferences 
On September 20 and 21, we had the first parent conferences of the year. One of the real strengths I’ve observed at our 
school is the high attendance at parent conferences.  Parents in Albany really care about their kids, and this is reflected in the 
time and care they give to conferences.  This first conference was student-led, and kids shared their goals. I attended several 
conferences to learn how to better support students and teachers.  I saw some very engaged students enthusiastically sharing 
their goals, as well as academic work.  At the last conference of the year we will revisit these goals and see how it went. 
 
Fire Safety Day 
On Thursday October 11, the Albany Fire Department visited the school for our Annual Fire Safety Day.  I’m going to describe 
the event in detail, because the education we provided with our Fire Department partners can save lives, and are lifelong 
skills. 
 
In Orleans Central Supervisory Union, we have adopted Cross Curricular Proficiencies.  These are the things we expect kids to 
be able to know and do to graduate from high school.  For our Fire Safety activities it was: “Citizenship – I can demonstrate 
good character as a member of society.” 
 
There are several “performance indicators” that are ways students can show they have learned the proficiency.  For Fire 
Safety Day, we worked on this one: “I can improve personal and community health.”  Obviously, learning to be safe from fire 
and injury is a way of improving personal health.  Sharing the information with families is a way to improve community health. 
 
We started the day with an assembly.  The learning target for the assembly was: “I can plan my day by paying attention.”  
The kids got an overview of the day including behavioral expectations.  I introduced our Albany Fire Chief Donald Peters, who 
introduced the members of his team.  The Kindergarten and First Grade led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Students were placed in five groups and rotated through five stations as follows: 
 
Station 1: Fire escape plan – Donna Bousquet, library  
 Learning Target: I can plan how to escape a housefire and reunite with my 
family 
 
At this station, students learned to identify two escape routes from the rooms in 
their house.  Ms. Bousquet and Fire Fighter Carol Irons had kids use maps and 
pictures to plan escape routes.  We also asked students to identify a “Rally Point” or 
a location that family members would gather after escaping from the house to 
ensure everyone in the family is safe.  It’s important every family agree on a rally 
point.  We asked students to share this information with parents and siblings, and 
to have a family conversation about a rally point. 
 
Station 2: Smoke alarms save lives – Meg Jolly, science room 
 Learning Target: I can use smoke alarms to keep myself and my family safe. 
  

The Harvest Dinner was a family affair! 
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Did you know that functioning smoke alarms increase your chance of surviving a house fire by 50%?  At this station students 
learned about how to care for and use smoke alarms to avoid the deadly the danger of smoke inhalation.  They learned what 

a smoke alarm sounds like and what to do if they hear one: drop to the floor below smoke. 
“Get low and get out!”  Ms. Jolly led a simulation with the help of Fire fighter Kasey Butler. 
When the smoke alarm went off, kids pretended the black science lab tables were the smoke, 
and they practiced crawling to safety under the “smoke.” 
 
Incidentally, Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 4th.  That’s a great time to change 
batteries in your smoke alarms.  If you don’t have smoke alarms contact Chief Peters at the 
Fire Department.  They will help you obtain and install them. 
 

Station 3: Fire safety – Matt Lapham, art/music room 
 Learning Target: I can prevent and respond to unwanted fires. 
 
This station involved two activities.  Our Phys ed teacher Matt Lapham taught kids to “Stop 

Drop and Roll” in the event their clothes caught fire.  He 
attached flag football flags to their clothes, and had 
them roll on gym mats while covering their faces, until 
the flags came off their clothing.  This simulated a real 
emergency, and students practiced their response. 
 
Meanwhile, Fire Fighter Jean Peters showed students the care and use of fire extinguishers.  
Students learned to shoot the fire extinguisher at the base of the fire and practiced by 
shooting them into a trash barrel outside the school. 

 
Station 4: Suiting up – what you might see in a rescue – Trina Newland, in her classroom 
 Learning Target: I can help my first responder; I can learn to become a first responder 
  
This station had two purposes.  Our younger students got to see a familiar 
fireman (Jesse Peters) put his protective gear on, to reduce fear of the 
rescuer.  We don’t want young children to hide from rescuers because they 
mistake them for monsters! 
 
Fire departments increasingly struggle for volunteers. We wanted older 
students to become familiar with a fire fighter’s personal equipment and its 
uses, with an eye to being curious about volunteering.  There is basic fire 
fighter certification available via the North Country Career Center 
 

Station 5: Visit fire trucks 
 Learning Target: I can support my local fire department. 
This was the cool station where kids get to climb in the fire trucks and 
squirt some water.  Chief Peters showed off the equipment and the kids 
had a good time.   
 
2nd Assembly  
 Learning Target: WE can practice to be safer in a school emergency 
We came back together for a second assembly.  We reviewed the lessons 
of our five stations and planned a fire drill with the Fire Department 
observing. We reviewed fire drill expectations.  We drill so our actions are 
automatic in an emergency.  We keep eyes and ears open and mouths 
closed so we can be aware of the situation in an actual emergency. 

Gregory enjoys a visit to the fire truck 

Jesse Peters suits up for the Middle School 
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Students returned to class and we held a fire drill.  We can evacuate 
the building and account for everyone in 2 minutes and 20 seconds!  
The only problem we encountered was some talkers in Ms. Palmer’s 
homeroom.  The Fire Department had a few words with those kids. 
 
After the fire drill the Fire Department brought gifts around to the 
students in their classrooms, and then had lunch with the kids.  We 
then loaded the busses and sent a lot of slightly damp kids home to 
their families! 
 
 
 
 
Land Transfer 
On October 4 There was a warned pubic meeting in the Art/Music room.  The subject was transfer of some 40 acres of school 
property from the town school district to the town prior to any Act 46 consolidation.  About 14 voters attended, and approved 
the sale unanimously by voice vote.   
 
Secretary of Education Visit 
As many of you may know from reading the Barton Chronicle, Vermont Secretary of Education Dan French visited Albany 
Community School on Tuesday, October 9. Mr. French and his Communications Director Ted Fisher ate lunch with us and 
toured the school.  Dan was my teacher and advisor at St. Michael’s College, and I had a chance to tell him about the strengths 
of our amazing little school, as well as the challenges we face as a rural school in the Kingdom.   
 
Halloween Family Concert 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra Woodwind Quintet will perform the TRUE Story of Peter & the Wolf on 
Sunday, October 28, 2018, 3:30-4:30 pm at the United Christian Academy, Newport.  Peter and the Wolf is a terrific way for 
young children to learn the instruments of the orchestra! 
 
Tickets: Free admission; donations at the door. 
Costumes encouraged!  Costume parade and treats! 
Info: www.vso.org 
 

Figure 1 Fire Drill Expectations poster 
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