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Principal’s Message 
Happy New Years!  We had a surprise snow day on the Friday before vacation, so this has become a 
January newsletter rather than a December newsletter. 
 
While Act 46 makes everybody wonder about the future of small 
schools, here in Albany we are ensuring the future by striving for 
great academic programs.  The best way for Albany Community 
School to survive is for us to hit it out the park with student learning. 
 
I’ve been joking with the kids.  I’ve been telling them “School should 
be boring.”  They look at me like I’ve lost my mind.  So, I continue, 
“School should be boring.  Math, Reading, Writing, Social Studies 
Science, Art, Music and PE should be super interesting.  But school 
itself should be boring.”   
 
What I mean by this joke is that the school and it’s routines and 
people should never be a distraction from the bigger purpose: great student learning.  Everything we do 
needs to bend to the purpose of promoting student learning and growth. 
 
We have outdoor recess unless it is raining heavily or the temperature/wind chill is below zero. Students 
need to bring clothing that is appropriate for the season (i.e. jackets, boots, hats, raincoats). Please also 
make sure that students have shoes to wear indoors so they do not have to wear boots all day. With snow 
on the ground, students will also need snow pants and mittens.   
 
It is also the time of year between holiday break and winter break when we try to squeeze in as much 
learning as we possibly can. Please help your child be successful by ensuring lots of rest, solid routines, 
and support with homework/projects. We want students to be in good shape for this next stretch. 
 
Children are 20% of the population but 100% of our future.  Here’s to a prosperous and learning-filled 
2019! 
 
End of Day Sign Out 
As a school we are accountable for the safety of the kids.  We have a hole in our procedures to plug.  As 
of January 7th,  parents picking up students at dismissal will need to park, come in the school, and sign 
their kids out.  This will let us be sure that everyone is where they are supposed to be.  We will be asking 
students to wait in the lobby rather than at the front door. 
 
Please remember that state law forbids idling in school parking lots.  Please also remember to park in a 
parking place – the area near the front door is needed for busses.  Thanks! 
 
Reminder from our Family Handbook 
“Any visitor (including visiting friends and/or relatives) that wants to come to school with one of the 
students must have prior approval from the principal.  All teachers must be given a 24-hour notification 
and a reason for the visit.  Please see Visits to Schools by Parents, Community Members, or Media 
Interviewing, Filming, Videotaping, or Recording (Policy H5) on the OCSU Website for more details. “ 
 

Learning to Cross-Country Ski at the 
Craftsbury Outdoor Center, part of 

our rigorous PE program! 
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Upcoming Events: 
January 10 (Thursday) – Jay Peak, Grades 4-8 
January 14 (Monday) Wolfpack resumes (after-school program), Community Dinner  
January 17 (Thursday) Early Release 
January 18 (Friday) No School – Teacher In-service 
January 21 (Monday) - No School - Martin Luther King Day 
January 31 (Thursday) – Jay Peak, Grades 4-8 
February 8 (Friday) early release, Science Fair 
 
Girls’ Basketball News 

Our girls’ basketball team is very entertaining and 
quickly improving!  Thanks to coaches Paxton and Kerri 
Anderson, the girls are learning the game and having a 
really good time.  Thanks also to our trio of refs, 
Rachelle Miller, Matt Lapham, and Megan Jolly.  
Amanda and Nick Rivers have been a big help getting 
the team off the ground as well. 
 
Heather Morris donated team sweatshirts.  Each girl has 
a maroon Albany Wolves sweatshirt with her name on 
it.  The girls have been wearing them around the school 
with pride! 
 

While we haven’t yet won a game, nobody is getting discouraged and the games are getting closer and 
closer.  I’ve seen a lot of good sportsmanship. Here is the schedule of remaining games: 
 
Tuesday January 8 – Irasburg (home) 5:30 
Thursday January 10 – Glover (away) 5:30 
Tuesday January 15 – Barton (home) 5:30 
Wednesday January 23 – Coventry (away) 5:00 
Tuesday January 29 – Troy (home) 5:30  
Thursday January 31 – Irasburg (away) 5:30 
Tuesday February 5 – Orleans (home) 5:30 
Thursday February 7 – Play in games for Lion’s 
Tournament 
 
Go Albany Wolves! 
 
Bernie Sanders Virtual Town Hall 
On December 13, Albany Middle School students participated in a virtual town hall meeting with Senator 
Bernie Sanders.  Students from four other middle schools around the state participated as well.  
 
I was very proud of our kids.  Jen Schoen, our humanities teacher, did a great job preparing our students.  
They learned about the Senate committee Bernie serves on (HELP, which stands for Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions) and learned to tailor their questions to his work.  Any representative or senator serves 
on certain committees and is expert on certain issues. 

The Albany Wolves girls’ basketball team! 

Our team in action against Coventry 
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Each student prepared a brief personal narrative, followed by 
a specific question about law or policy.  Albany students asked 
questions about sustaining family farms, regulations for 
truckers, workman’s comp for private contractors, rural 
public transit, and help for families trying to purchase homes.  
I thought our kids asked the best questions, and got 
interesting answers from the senator because they prepared 
so well.  They also were polite and attentive, in the best 
Vermont Town Meeting tradition. 
 
Their work helped them meet a Social Studies proficiency: 
Civic Participation in a Democracy: I can exchange ideas in a 
civil manner and take informed action in a democratic society. 
 
It also addressed a Communication Proficiency Indicator:  I can communicate in an organized and 
purposeful way. 
 
I think the skills they developed will serve them well as citizens throughout their lives.  It’s important to 
know how to carry on civic and political conversations.  
 
The Nutcracker 

On December 6, Our K-3 students attended “The 
Nutcracker”, performed by Ballet Wolcott, at the Highland 
Center for the Arts.  Students from several area schools 
attended the performance.  It was our second time going to 
the Highland Center for “The Nutcracker.”  Afterwards, the 
Arts Center treated every student to cookies and juice in the 
lobby.  The kids had a lot of fun.   
 
 
 
 

Skiing 
Cross-country and downhill skiing are alive and well.  
These programs are part of our comprehensive and 
rigorous physical education program.  Students in grades 
4-8 have been to the Craftsbury Outdoor Center once 
and to Jay Peak once.  The whole school went to the 
Outdoor Center for cross country skiing as a PbiS 
celebration in December as well.  The next Jay Peak trip 
for grades 4-8 will be on January 10, which is a makeup 
day. 
 

Our students know how to talk with a 
Senator.  Respectful behavior is how 

Vermonters do democracy! 
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Part of our plan is to develop cross country skiing and 
snowshoeing on our school property.  Mr. Lapham has been 
inventorying our skis and snowshoes and fitting kids for ski 
boots.  We are constructing racks to hold the skis in the middle 
school wing.  The idea is that kids will have many more 
opportunities to ski and snowshoe if they can go right out the 
back door of the school.  It’s great to go to Jay or the 
Craftsbury Outdoor Center, but real physical fitness comes 
from what you can do every day. 
 
Science Fair 
Friday, February 8th is our Science Fair.  Here in Albany Community School, the Science Fair is a BIG DEAL!  
Our middle school students busy designing their experiments and constructing their projects.   Parents, 
please keep in mind that, while the school can provide a few materials, we count on your support in buying 
the materials your kids need to succeed.  Families and neighbors are welcome on February 8th to visit our 
Science Fair and view the projects. 
 
I always enjoyed the science fair when I was a kid – my first was nearly 50 years ago! The cool thing about 
the way Ms. Jolly does the science fair is that the kids are doing real science, designing experiments with 
data just like professional scientists. 
 
Children’s Literacy Foundation Grant 
On October  30, Duncan McDougall of the Children’s Literacy Foundation (CliF) came to Albany Community 
School for a presentation.  In addition to telling stories and Reading to the kids, he brought books for the 
school library and town library.  The grant included: 
 

— $2,000 in new children’s books for the Albany 
Public Library 
— $500 in  new children’s books for the Albany 
Community School library 
— Duncan’s two presentations to all the students 
from Pre-K to Grade 8 
— Two new books to keep for each of the Pre-K 
students 
— A mini-grant to the library to support children’s 
programming this winter 
— An author visit to the school in the spring 
— The opportunity in the spring for each student to 
select two new books to keep 
 

The grant was funded by Magnetic, a New York City advertising firm. 
 
Mr. McDougal said, “By reading, I can go anyplace I want in my imagination – that’s powerful!”  He also 
said he thought our students were very well behaved.  Thank you CliF for this generous grant. 
 

Duncan McDougall tells stories to our kids 


