
by Elizabeth Trail 

ALBANY —  When Megan Jolly
was in college, and for a couple of
years after that, one of her jobs as a
fledgling biologist was to crawl into
bear caves in winter and haul out
cubs so they could be counted and
weighed.  

“I have to say, teaching teenagers

is harder,” she said on Monday at the
Albany Community School where her
stories about working with bears and
seabirds bring science alive to her
middle school science students.

Next week, Ms. Jolly will be
named Vermont Science Teacher of
the Year by the Vermont Academy
of Science and Engineering (VASE).
The awards — one for a teacher at
the high school level, and one for an
elementary or middle school teacher
— will be presented at a banquet at
the University of Vermont on
October 24. 

In Ms. Jolly’s classroom,

students don’t just write reports.
They write newscasts.  

A couple of youngsters — Ms.
Jolly teaches fifth- through eighth-
grade science — sit down in front of
a green screen and talk about what
they’ve discovered about a science
question, just as though they were
putting on a science show.  

Later they can go in with a
software program called Ink and
add pictures, music and special
effects.

The students are energized.
They’re interested.  And they’re not
above having a little fun. 

At one point in a video about
what would happen if a supernova
exploded anywhere near Earth, a
Donald Trump head pops up on the
screen.

“Build a wall,” the head advises
as the students giggle.

“I’m staying out of that one,”
Ms. Jolly said.  “It was their idea.”

There’s no wall or any human
defense that could possibly block the
energy of a supernova, the video
concludes after looking at the
science of the thing.
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by Tena Starr

WESTFIELD — A good 60
people came to the community center
here Monday evening to listen to
Republican incumbent Mark Higley
and Democratic challenger Katherine
Sims debate the issues.  Mr. Higley
has been the Orleans-Lamoille
district’s representative since 2009.
Ms. Sims challenged him in 2012 as
well and lost 920-887.  Following a
recount, the vote was 924-892.  The
race is hotly contested, and both
candidates are working hard for the
district’s one seat.

The differences between the two
were not as stark as one might

Sims and
Higley
square off

(Continued on page twenty.) 
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by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — Lawyers for Bill
Stenger have told the state to bring
it on.  In a September 7 filing in the
Civil Division of Washington County
Superior Court, they denied all the
fraud charges related to EB-5 visa
funded projects sponsored by Jay
Peak and have demanded a jury trial.

Mr. Stenger recently settled
similar charges levied against him
by the federal Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC).  In
the settlement, Mr. Stenger did not
admit or deny the charges against
him, but he agreed to accept

whatever penalties U.S. District
Judge Darrin Gayles may decide to
assess.

Mr. Stenger also promised that
he would not say anything that
contradicted the SEC charges.

Both the SEC and the Vermont
Department of Financial Regulation
(DFR) filed suit in April against Mr.
Stenger and his business associate,
Ariel Quiros.  In both cases the two
men were accused of misusing and
improperly moving money meant for
projects funded through the federal
EB-5 visa program.

Mr. Quiros is also accused of
taking more than $50-million of the

$350-million raised for the projects.
His assets have been frozen by
Judge Gayles and placed under the
receivership of Michael Goldberg.
Mr. Quiros has vigorously denied all
the charges against him.

The state and federal charges
concern seven projects undertaken
by Jay Peak Resort, that were
financed by foreign investors.  Each
of about 700 noncitizens were
assured their money would create at
least ten permanent jobs if they
chipped in $500,000.

Under the EB-5 visa program
such investors and their immediate
family become eligible to gain

permanent residency status in the
U.S. when such projects are up and
running.  

The Jay Peak team, which
included Mr. Quiros as owner of the
resort, and Mr. Stenger as its
president, built three hotels, a water
park, a skating rink, a golf
clubhouse, and numerous
condominiums at the resort using
EB-5 money.

They also built a hotel at Burke
Mountain, which is not covered by
federal or state charges.

Mr. Quiros and Mr. Stenger also
raised money for a biomedical

by Elizabeth Trail

COVENTRY — The State Police
have been asked to take a look at
the unfolding accounting crisis in
Coventry.

Last week, an attorney
specializing in municipal law, Paul
Gillies of the Montpelier firm of
Tarrant, Gillies, & Richardson, came
to the office to have a preliminary
conversation about the town’s
recordkeeping issues.

“He took a look at what we’re
dealing with and he said:  Scott, you
need to call the State Police
immediately,” Selectman Scott
Morley said at Monday’s select
board meeting.

Sign of the season

A colorful fall display at the home of Pete and Chantel Gonyer on Route 105 just
outside North Troy Village.  The pumpkins, which are for sale, are grown at the
Roberge family farm.  Photo by Tena Starr
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Stenger tells state to bring it on

Coventry
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State Police

Albany Community School

Megan Jolly named Science Teacher of the Year
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A drone’s eye view of Irasburg

This photo looking south from above the Irasburg green was taken from a drone piloted by Howard Terwilliger of
Craftsbury on October 15.

Pellet Stove

The smartest pellet stove ever made.  The Absolute43 

harmanstoves.com

                                                                                 

   
    

   

3262 US Rte. 5, Derby, Vermont
Across from the Derby Post Office • 802-766-2714

    
No one builds a better fire

Fall into big savings!

Save up
to $600

on Harman, Quadra-Fire, Heat
& Glo, and Vermont Castings
wood, pellet, and gas stoves! 

See store for details. 

AT OLD DERBY BOWLING ALLEY
FRIDAY, OCT. 21, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

SATURDAY, OCT. 22, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

BUILDING BEING SOLD
EVERYTHING MUST GO!!

Vintage Derby Lanes bowling balls
will be available for sale!

INDOOR “YARD” SALE LOWELLMOUNTAIN
WOOLS
SMALL FARM SHOP WITH SHEEP
Rte. 58 West to 194 Mitchell Road,
top of Lowell Mountain, Lowell.

(802) 487-4137

Come join us! Learn a new technique or work on your own project.
Knit-Ins on Fridays & Saturdays, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. For more information,

call 802-487-4137, or e-mail lowellmountainwools@gmail.com.
For October, 20% OFF all needles & notions. Showcasing hand-dyed

KOIGU yarn from Canada. Visit www.designsbydianafoster.com
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Got a gripe to pitch?
Want to size up a legislator?

Looking to send a message to Montpelier?

Meet Representative

Paul Lefebvre
of Newark

Wednesday, October 19,
at The Northland in Canaan;

Thursday, October 20, 
at Sunrise Manor in Island Pond;

Wednesday, October 26, 
at the Union Church in Newark

Each meeting held from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Paid for by the Lefebvre4House Campaign.
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by Joseph Gresser

Once again Bess O’Brien has found her way
into territory that most people only vaguely know
exists, the world inhabited by those with eating
disorders.  In her last film, The Hungry Heart,
she spoke to people struggling with addiction to
opiates, and in Ask Me Who I Am, she delved into
the experiences of young people moving through
the foster care system.

Both films revealed her remarkable ability to
encourage her subjects to open up on camera and
talk about painful and difficult parts of their
lives.  Her new film, All Of Me, which is currently
touring Vermont, also contains a collection of
people revealing aspects of themselves in an
extraordinarily thoughtful way.

Speaking after the showing of the film at the
Goodrich Memorial Library in Newport on
October 13, Ms. O’Brien said she was encouraged
to tackle the subject of bulimia and anorexia by
the father of a person struggling with an eating
disorder.

Unlike The Hungry Heart, which centered
around the pediatric practice of Dr. Fred Holmes
in St. Albans, All of Me, required Ms. O’Brien to
make her way into the world of her subjects
without a guide.

Bree Greenberg-Benjamin, a psychologist and
founder of the Vermont Center for Integrative
Therapy, appears throughout the film to discuss
her therapeutic approach to eating disorders, but
is just another voice among many heard
throughout the film.

While brief interludes of dance punctuate All
of Me, what the audience sees are people affected
by the conditions seated in their own homes and
addressing the camera directly.

Most of those who appear in the film are
recovering from eating disorders, although
several speakers have children who are still
struggling with their problems.  None of them,
with the exception of Ms. Greenberg-Benjamin
and a colleague, are identified by name.

Those who have grappled with the problem
are astonishingly insightful about their
experience.  Their language is clear and personal,
not at all the kind of canned therapy speech one

sometimes hears from people who have had
psychological help.

“My stomach being empty made me feel in
control,” one of the women in the film explained.

She was one of several who spoke of the
disorder as one that allowed them to repress
difficult feelings by concentrating on food.

Another talked about her depression and said,
“an eating disorder is a way to control one part of
your life.  I felt like it was something that was
mine.”

One spoke of the delight she felt in overeating
and immediately purging herself by vomiting all
she had just consumed.  She said she was able to
take in a huge amount of calories and get rid of
them right away.

“I didn’t have to face the consequences of my
actions,” she said, sounding amazed at her own
logic.

Another traced her difficulties to feeling “a lot
of pressure to be perfect.  I didn’t know how to be
that person,” she said.

A pair of sisters talked of their father’s
alcoholism and its effects on them.  One said they
thought they avoided copying his behavior by
refraining from alcohol and only later realized
that they used food in a similar manner.

Eating disorders can have grave
consequences, the film explains.  One on-screen
quotation says anorexia is the most deadly
psychiatric diagnosis.

The film notes that males also suffer from
eating disorders, but has only one example — a
high-school-aged boy whose extreme distress led
him to attempt suicide by riding his bike into the
wilderness one winter.

His gradual recovery has been assisted by his
parents’ watchful attention, and his mother
appears with him in the film to help tell his story.

Other parents have not been so lucky.
Members of two families speak of how difficult it
has been to watch their daughters’ efforts to free
themselves of an eating disorder.  Not
incidentally, they also talk about the expense of
treatment.

Insurance companies, the film says, tend to
determine the length of a person’s treatment
based on measuring their weight.  When a patient

gains enough, payment stops.
That, the parents say, is not sufficient for an

ailment that can require very long periods in
residential treatment.  In the film a mother and
father talk about having spent $150,000 to help
their daughter’s recovery, while a father tells of
maxing out personal and business credit lines for
the benefit of his child.

One scene in the film makes clear the worth
of those endeavors, as a young woman marvels at
her willingness to abuse her body and outlines
what her arms, legs and heart enable her to do.

As another woman in the film explains, “I like
life and I don’t want to die, and that’s exciting.  I
love pizza.  I love french fries.  I can eat the hell
out of some french fries.”

The scene, like many in the film is beautiful
for what is said by the person on screen, but also
as a visual image.  Ms. O’Brien’s films are always
ravishing to look at.

Currently All of Me is on tour around the
state.  Sadly, the Northeast Kingdom leg of the
tour is done, but Ms. O’Brien said she is willing to
arrange other showings on request.

She is also developing a study guide to go
along with the film, and hopes schools will show
it to their students and staff.
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FINANCIAL FOCUS
It’s National Save for Retirement Week,

so take action!
Congress has dedicated the third week of October as

National Save for Retirement Week. Clearly, the government
feels the need to urge people to do a better job of preparing for
retirement. Are you doing all you can?

Many of your peers aren’t – or at least they think they
aren’t. In a recent survey conducted by Bankrate.com,
respondents reported that “not saving for retirement early
enough” was their biggest financial regret. Other evidence
seems to show they have good cause for remorse: 52% of
households 55 and older haven’t saved anything for retirement,
according to a report from the U.S. Government Accountability
Office, although half of this group reported having a pension.

Obviously, you’ll want to avoid having either financial
regrets or major shortfalls in your retirement savings. And that
means you may need to consider making moves such as these:

• Take advantage of all your opportunities. You may well
have access to more than one tax-advantaged retirement plan.
Your employer may offer a 401(k) or similar plan, and even if
you participate in your employer’s plan, you are probably still
eligible to contribute to an IRA. You may not be able to afford
to “max out” on both plans, but try to contribute as much as
you can afford. At the very least, put in enough to your
employer’s plan to earn a matching contribution, if one is
offered, and boost your annual contributions every year in
which your salary goes up. 

• Create an appropriate investment mix. It’s not enough
just to invest regularly through your IRA, 401(k) or other
retirement plan – you also need to invest wisely. You can fund
your IRA with virtually any investments you choose, while
your 401(k) or similar plan likely offers an array of investment
accounts. So, between your IRA and 401(k), you can create
portfolios that reflect your goals, risk tolerance and time
horizon. It’s especially important that your investment mix
offers sufficient growth potential to help you make progress
toward the retirement lifestyle you’ve envisioned. 

• Don’t “raid” your retirement accounts early. If you start
withdrawing from your traditional IRA before you turn 59½,
you may have to pay a 10% tax penalty in addition to normal
income taxes due. (If you have a Roth IRA and start taking
withdrawals before you are 59½, the earnings will be taxed and
may be subject to a 10% penalty – but contributions can be
withdrawn without any tax and penalty consequences.) As for
your 401(k) or similar plan, you may be able to take out a loan,
but you’ll have to pay yourself back to avoid any tax or penalty
consequences. (Also, not all plans offer a loan option.) More
importantly, any money you take out early is money that no
longer has a chance to grow to help you meet your goals. Try to
do everything you can, then, to keep your retirement plans
intact until you actually do retire. One suggestion: Build an
emergency fund containing three to six months’ worth of living
expenses, kept in a liquid, low-risk vehicle outside your IRA or
401(k). 

National Save for Retirement Week reminds us that we all
must act to help ourselves retire comfortably. By making the
moves described above, you can do your part.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisors, Jim Jarvis and Karen Ward. 

79 Coventry Street
Hood Building, Suite 2A
Newport, VT 05855
802-334-6251

32B Community Drive
Newport, VT 05855
(Behind Kinney Drugs in Derby)
802-487-9937
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Reg. size
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Lyndonville, Vt.
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TIME TO BUY 
WOOD PELLETS!

469 Broad St., Lyndonville, VT 
(802) 626-5996 • www.StahlerFurniture.com

5025 U.S. Route 5
Newport, VT 05855

www.AllAboutHomeVT.com
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Letter to the editor

The Chronicle welcomes letters from our
readers from all points on the political spectrum.

The deadline is Monday at noon.  Letters may
be dropped off, mailed, e-mailed, or faxed.
Letters on paper must be signed, and all letters
must include a telephone number for
confirmation.  All letters must include the
writer’s town.

We will not publish a letter that has been
sent anonymously to this office.  In rare and
extreme circumstances, we will publish a letter
without the writer’s name.  If we refuse such a
request, the writer has the option of withdrawing
the letter.

Please keep your letters brief.  Most letters
more than 250 words will be edited for length.

Length aside, we reserve the right to edit letters
for content.

Letters should be about public issues, not
personal gripes.  We will not run letters that are
libelous, racist, or contain personal attacks.  We
welcome robust debate but won’t print letters
which, in our opinion, are merely offensive.

If you have had a letter published lately, we
won’t be likely to print a second one for a few
months.  This is simply to give everyone a turn.

Thanks for your help making these pages
thought-provoking, lively, and interesting.

Editorials are initialed by the author and
reflect a consensus of the editorial staff of the
Chronicle.  Opinions and letters are the opinion of
the author. 

About letters, editorials, and opinions

To the editor, 
I was disappointed in last week’s article on

springs, which quoted Mr. Gosselin, the well
driller, as saying that “Springs are just a hole in
the ground that collect(s) ground water.” 

In fact, there are two types of water source,
which are called springs.  There are gravity
springs and artesian springs.  The latter are
called “boiling springs” by Vermonters. 

Gravity springs can be a source of ground
water, which emerges where an impermeable
layer of rock or clay meets the slope of the
ground.  Or it may emerge through a bed of
fractured rock at a side slope.  Or finally, it may
emerge from cavernous rock such as limestone, to
the surface. Ground water (which started as
rainwater) percolates through the earth to
emerge as a spring in each of these systems.  It is
true that if there is drought, eventually the
ground water may be so depleted that the flow of
such springs may become reduced. 

The second type of spring has an “artesian”
character.  Rainwater enters the aquifer
(permeable layer) through inclined layers of rock,
which intersect the soil.  This water percolates
down slope and becomes confined by an
impermeable roof of clay or rock.  The
impermeable layer is saturated with water bound
tightly to intergranular surfaces by molecular
attraction.  The whole system lies below the
water table.  This water in the aquifer is like a
conduit, holding its water confined, under the
hydrostatic pressure of the column of water
extending up to the groundwater above.  Wells
piercing the roof layer release the water, which
rises to the level of the intake, minus an amount
determined by the loss of energy due to the
friction of percolation.  If the hydrostatic pressure
is sufficiently great to lift the water above the
acquifer, the well is “artesian.”  A well drilled
through rock (common in Vermont) to intersect
the water table is often called “artesian,” but this
is a misuse of the term if the water must be
pumped to the surface.  Similarly, artesian
springs are being forced to the surface of the
ground by natural hydrostatic pressure.  Hence
the Vermonters “boiling spring.” A boiling spring
rarely dries up.  

In order to enhance the volume of any spring,
install a large cistern of at least 1,000-gallon
capacity downstream of the source, to maintain
volume and water pressure.

A good dowser can determine where to tap
into a vein of water moving through the ground in
order to locate a useful spring, even if it does not
exit the ground of its own volition.  An
accomplished dowser can even amplify the output
of a spring by moving nearby veins of water into
one location.  The annual meeting of dowsers in
Danville is a fascinating glimpse into the world of
dowsing.  Also look for a copy of Henry Gross and
His Dowsing Rod. 

A spring is not just a hole in the ground filled
with rainwater.  Give me good spring water any
day.  Or to quote a song from another place and
time “The Rapidan River runs right by my door,
my wooden veranda hangs over the shore, and
when hard cider times comes around in the fall,
I never touch water, touch water at all!”

Nick Ecker-Racz 
Glover

Author’s note:  Some information for this letter
came from Introduction to Physical Geology,
Longwell and Flint, 1955.

Anita E. Fournier

Anita E. Fournier, 86, of Windsor, and
formerly of Newport Center, died Sunday
morning, October 16, 2016, at The Residence at
Shelburne Bay in Shelburne, surrounded by her
family.  

Friends may call at the Knight Funeral Home
in Windsor on Friday evening, October 21 from 6
to 8 p.m. and again on Saturday morning,
October 22, at 9:30 a.m.  A Mass will be
celebrated Saturday, October 22, at 11 a.m. at St.
Francis of Assisi Church in Windsor by the
Reverend Charles R. Danielson.  Committal
services for both Mrs. Fournier and her husband,
Jim, will follow in the St. Francis Cemetery.
There will be a reception for family and friends
after at the church.

James Sherman Masson

James Sherman Masson, 95, died peacefully
among his family on October 17, 2016, at North
Country Hospital in Newport.

Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. on
Saturday, October 22, at the East Main Street
Baptist Church in Newport with the Reverend
David Lisner officiating.  Interment will take
place at the McAdam, New Brunswick, Cemetery
at a later date.  

Lionel Sicotte

Lionel Sicotte, 82, of Derby, died on Friday,
October 14, 2016.  

Calling hours will be held on Saturday,
October 22, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at Curtis-
Britch-Converse-Rushford Funeral Home, 4670
Darling Hill Road in Newport.  Funeral services
will follow at St. Mary’s Catholic Church at 11
a.m.  Burial will take place at St. Ignatius
Cemetery in Lowell.

A spring is not just a hole in the ground
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October 11-17, 2016
Snow on

High Low Prec. Snow Ground
T 10/11 47 30 0.00” 0.00” 0.00”
W 10/12 63 31 0.00” 0.00” 0.00”
Th 10/13 66 44 0.00” 0.00” 0.00”
F 10/14 61 32 0.05” 0.00” 0.00”
S 10/15 49 27 0.00” 0.00” 0.00”
S 10/16 53 27 0.00” 0.00” 0.00”
M 10/17 61 41 0.08” 0.00” 0.00”

High and low temperatures, precipitation,
snowfall, and snow depth are for 24-hour period
ending 7 a.m. of the day listed. 

Site is in Sutton, elevation 1,500 feet.
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Letters to the editor
To the editor, 

Over the past six years
Representative Vicki Strong and I
have run for office on our own
political ideas, and while our ideas
are very different, we have never
once attacked each other.  In recent
weeks, I have been the subject of
many political attacks from a
political newcomer and his allies
that I feel compelled to respond to. 

First, I would like to apologize to
Jon Farber of Wheelock who wrote a
letter in last week’s Chronicle:  I’m
sorry for not communicating with
you in a more timely manner.  I
have been unable to locate any of
your correspondence, but it is clear
that you were unhappy.
Unfortunately, during that time,
FairPoint was severely backlogged
with service calls, and I had many
constituents with phone service
problems, and I was only able to get
FairPoint to prioritize the
homebound and those with medical
necessity.  As for the problem with
drunken driving, I would say that
when you see a problem, consider
making a call to 911.  If you have a
proposal, Representative Strong is
on the Judiciary Committee, which
works on these issues.

However, both Mr. Farber and
Frank Huard have claimed that I
have voted for every tax bill, and
that is just not true.  Here is a
partial list of tax bills I voted
against:  H.265 (2013), H.528
(2014), H.889 (2014).

There are two “money”
committees in the House:
Appropriations and Ways and
Means.  Once the Appropriations
Committee has come up with a
budget, the task falls to the Ways
and Means Committee to raise the
funds necessary to pay for that
budget.  While it is a convenient
ruse to blame the Democrats for all
of the spending, in 2015 the chair
of the Appropriations Committee
brought all 11 members (four
Republicans) to an 11-0 vote to
support the budget.  In 2016 the
vote was 10-1 after months of
testimony.  In both 2015 and 2016
we completely threw out both tax
proposals put forward by Governor
Peter Shumlin.  In 2015 we were
unwilling to further fund his
health care proposals through a
payroll tax that he requested, and
instead raised the money needed
from increasing the progressivity
of the income tax.  This year, only
one of the Governor’s new spending
plans made it into the budget:  It
was needed to deal with all of the
children in state custody from
opiate-addicted parents.  In the
Ways and Means Committee, we
threw out his proposal to add a
provider tax to independent
dentists and physicians; instead,
we raised almost all of the money
from out-of-state mutual fund
companies and stock brokers,
thereby funding Vermonters’
health care without shouldering

them with additional tax burden.
When I came into the

Legislature in 2010, it was just after
the financial crash and revenues
were falling.  My entire tenure in
the Legislature has been during
lean years, although the economy
does show signs of improvement.
Ultimately, the main responsibility
of the Legislature is to approve the
budget and make sure there is
enough revenue to pay for it.  As
part of the Ways and Means
Committee, I have the responsibility
to negotiate better ways of raising
revenue.  As a part of these
negotiations in 2015, I was able to
extend the Wood Manufacturer’s
Tax Credit for Ethan Allen, and we
were able to repeal the “cloud tax.”
In 2016 we were able to fix a tax
exemption that was unfairly
affecting farmers and agricultural
equipment dealers.  So in the last
biennium I may have voted “yes,”
but it is not without getting
something in return — and having a
seat at the table in the negotiation
is far more valuable than just
voting, “No.”

In one of my opponent’s latest
Facebook ads he accuses of me of
not fulfilling a campaign promise I
made in 2008 of bringing universal
Internet and cell service to
Vermont.  Well, in 2008 I was
running as an independent for
Governor.  I did not win, so that
campaign promise was not mine to
fulfill.  He also accuses me of having

some kind of nefarious relationship
with VTel.  While on the board of
the VTA, I was the one board
member to vote against grants to
VTel, and then later voted to
rescind their grants, which had been
awarded when they fell behind
schedule.  I had nothing to do with
their federal grants from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, which
were awarded two years before I
was even elected.  When it comes to
what this candidate has to say
about me, I hope the voters of this
district will consider the source and
his blatant disregard for timelines
and facts.

I believe that it is important to
protect those who are most
vulnerable in this society: children,
the elderly and the disabled.  I’m
proud to have supported raising the
minimum wage, driver’s license
restoration, decriminalizing
marijuana, repealing the cloud tax,
and I’ve also been dedicated to the
tedious work of expanding
broadband, even when the
administration’s interest
evaporated.  Contrary to some
candidates who run angry and
attack based campaigns, Vicki
Strong and I have always focused on
being positive leaders and helping
our communities as much as
possible.  I am pragmatic and
bipartisan in my work, and I hope
you will support me on November 8.

Representative Sam Young
Glover

Young responds to attacks, clarifies voting record

To the editor, 
It’s not often when a Republican

can say I’m going to vote for a
Democrat.  Well, I have had the
opportunity to meet Senator John
Rodgers on several occasions at
public forums.  I like his message,
and I know that he will work for
what’s best for the residents of the
state and the county that he
represents.  

I have had the opportunity to
ask John on several occasions for his
help on legislation that would have
an adverse effect on small rural

communities like Canaan where I
reside.  He brought our concerns to
the appropriate committees so our
voice would be heard at those
committees, this resulting in
positive outcomes.  He understands
the need for clean energy and knows
that we don’t have to destroy our
ridgelines to achieve that goal.  He
has the judgment, common sense
and ability to meet the needs of our
communities.  

I’m voting for John Rodgers.  
Gregory Noyes 

Canaan

This Republican is voting for Senator John Rodgers
To the editor:

We are writing this letter to let
everyone know how important it is
to have a Senator who hunts and
fishes represent our area.  John
Rodgers is the only Senator who
actually hunts and fishes and has
life experience in agriculture and

forestry.  He is an avid supporter of
our Second Amendment.  He works
very hard for people in this area.
Please consider voting for John. 

Thank you.
Barb and Craig Nolan

Averill

It’s important to have a Senator who hunts and fishes

E.M. BROWN & SON INC.
525-3422 • 169 Main Street, Barton, VT

Serving customers from a historical attraction established in 1896!

OPEN MON.-FRI. 6:30 AM–5 PM, SAT. 7 AM–2 PM

BAKING
SEASON 
IS HERE!

Check out
our NEW

Gluten Free
Pumpkin
Bread Mix!

BE READY FOR HUNTING SEASON!
WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED TO STAY WARM.

Muck Boot Co.
Woody Elite 
& Woody Max

SOCKS

Don’t forget
about our

$16.99 

Blue Jeans!

Are you a farmer, logger or food-based entrepreneur?
Are you looking for the right kind of loan, investment

or resource for your business?

Don’t miss this Free conference October 22nd, 9 a.m.–3 p.m. at
Lake Region Union High School, Orleans, VT. Network with start-
up and growing businesses, lenders, capital providers, and
technical assistance experts. All are welcome!

Financing the Working Landscape Conference
Call NVDA to register: (802) 424-1421



Page Six the Chronicle, October 19, 2016

Letters to the editor
Dear editor,

I’m writing to express my support for
Katherine Sims.  I own an orchard in Charleston
and Eden Specialty Ciders, now located in
downtown Newport at the Northeast Kingdom
Tasting Center.  As an entrepreneur focused on
innovative, value-added products in the
agricultural economy, I know how essential it is to
have policymakers understand the difficulties of
running a small business that’s dependent on the
climate, the appetite of the local market, tourism
and a number of other factors.  Katherine
understands this, and her work in the Northeast
Kingdom has resulted in a million dollars in
additional sales for farmers in our area.  I share
Katherine’s belief that we can do better for our
children and our schools in a way that works
better for our farmers and our economy, too.  We
don’t have to choose between one or the other, the
best innovations come when people turn their

efforts to solving for both.  
As a businessperson, I want our state

government to have that combination of creative
solutions and hard work, so we can make our
economy work better for our rural areas.  Cutting
investment is a doomed downward spiral — there
is no such thing as “shrinking to greatness.”  But
investing in the wrong things can be just as bad.

I’ve been impressed by Katherine’s hard work,
and the real, positive impact she has made.  She’s
honest, practical and knows how to get things
done.  I hope that voters who live in the towns of
Eden, Lowell, Jay, Troy, and Westfield realize the
opportunity they have to elect a new leader with
the vision and dedication that can chart a new
path for our future — Katherine Sims.

Please vote for Katherine Sims on November 8.
Sincerely, 

Eleanor Leger
Charleston

Sims is practical and knows how to get things done

Solution, tips and computer program at
www.sudoku.com

All horizontal rows of nine, all vertical
columns of nine, and all the heavily
outlined boxes of nine squares must
contain all the numbers from one to nine.  

The answer is on page 2B.
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Walt’s Sales & Service
ROUTE 5, DERBY LINE ROAD, DERBY VT • 766-5583

www.waltsvt.com
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

provided by Sheffield Financial. See an authorized BRP dealer for details.
Amount Financed $50,000. Other qua     

provided, are based on cre             
  $       

and terms 
TE 0%. These financ              AGE RA ATE 0%. These financing programs are offered by Sheffield Financial, a Division of Branch Banking and TPERCENT

of an eligible unit where purchase . For example, on a dealer
without notice. See your Ski-Doo dealer for details. 
delivered and registered between October 1, 2016 and October 31, 2016. The terms and conditions may vary depending on your stat

, at participating Ski-Doovalid in U.S.A. only
©2016 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

provided by Sheffield Financial. See an authorized BRP dealer for details.
. Financing promotions void where prohibited. BRP is not responsible for any errors, changes or actions related to financing    alifications and restrictions may apply

    edit worthiness. Other financing offers are available. Rate advertised is         
TE 0%. These financing programs are offered by Sheffield Financial, a Division of Branch Banking and T

$8,0   
†Financing as Low as 0% APR for 6  

is Financed the Amount of an eligible unit where 
        

$   
without notice. See your Ski-Doo dealer for details. 
delivered and registered between October 1, 2016 and October 31, 2016. The terms and conditions may vary depending on your stat

 dealers on new and unused 2016 and prior Ski-Doo snowmobiles (excluding racing models and units sold under the Spring Fever pr®, at participating Ski-Doo
, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offers®©2016 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

. Financing promotions void where prohibited. BRP is not responsible for any errors, changes or actions related to financing
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. Member FDIC. Subject to credit approval. Approval, and any ratesrust CompanyTE 0%. These financing programs are offered by Sheffield Financial, a Division of Branch Banking and T
monthly payments of 60 with Payment is $0 

 Eligible units are new and unused 2016       
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       60 Months:              
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. Financing promotions void where prohibited. BRP is not responsible for any errors, changes or actions related to financing
Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Ma

 ber FDIC. Subject to credit approval. Approval, and an  
of 660. based on minimum bureau risk score 
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OPEN HOUSE
FRI., OCT. 28 — 12 p.m.- 5 p.m.
SAT., OCT. 29 — 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
• Coffee & doughnuts • Lunch at noon on us

WMOO
Live remote

11 a.m.-
2 p.m.
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Dear neighbors,
I am writing to urge voters to support

Katherine Sims in this year’s race for state
representative.  Katherine is exactly the kind of
person we need more of in Montpelier:  energetic,
hardworking and open to hearing different points
of view.  That she would be one of the younger
women in the State House helps, too.  We need
her perspective.

Katherine is well known for her leadership
partnering farms and schools.  Her work is a

benefit to our local, rural economy.  And it helps
increase the quality of school meals.  We need
more of the entrepreneurial thinking that
Katherine exhibits in her work to help guide
policy in Montpelier.

I hope that you will join me in supporting
Katherine Sims in November.  We need her in
Montpelier. 

Mark Woodward
state representative

Johnson

The State House needs Sims’ entrepreneurial thinking
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Editor:
Please accept this endorsement of Dr. Ron

Holland’s candidacy for a Vermont House seat.
Dr. Ron Holland is participating in an

important Vermont tradition, something for
which he is eminently qualified— running for
office, specifically, a seat in the Vermont House of
Representatives. 

If I lived in his legislative district, I would
vote for him and ask others to do the same.
Unfortunately, I can only do the latter. 

Why would I ask others — strangers and
friends alike — to vote for him?  Because I believe
he would do good things for Vermont.  His record
speaks to my belief:  Lake Region Union High
School board, local school board, a central role as
an advocate for effective, long-term energy
planning, the primary force in helping secure a
local — North Country Hospital — dialysis unit,
volunteering his personal property for the
summer governor’s candidates’ debate.  That’s
only a small sample. 

Many of you are beneficiaries of his medical
skills as an emergency room physician.  I can only
endorse him from my experience as a personal
friend and professional colleague on energy
issues.  Please consider going to your local polling
site and voting for Dr. Ron Holland.

He will not be passive in the face of injustice
and dishonesty.  Vermont will be a better place as
a result. 

Steve E. Wright
Craftsbury Common

Letters to the editor
Holland will not be passive in the face of injustice and dishonesty

Dear editor,
Although I rarely get involved in politics, I

felt compelled to this year to share my support in
the re-election efforts of state Senator John
Rodgers.  

As a scientist in the environmental field with
over 30 years experience in many different
aspects of the field, particularly water quality,
I’m dismayed by the Vermont Legislature’s
substantial disregard of the degradation done to
our natural resources by the paving of our
ridgelines for the building of industrial wind

developments.  Although I’m fully in favor of
renewable, alternative energy solutions to move
away from a nonrenewable, fossil fuel economy,
industrial wind is not sustainable on a variety of
levels.  From the destruction of ridgelines, forest
fragmentation, wildlife disruption, excessive
sediment runoff into streams and lakes, as well
as the aesthetic degradation of our beautiful,
panoramic views, industrial wind doesn’t make
sense.  On top of that, the economic benefits to
the local community are almost nonexistent.

As both a scientist and a Vermont resident

who loves the beautiful, pristine area in which I
live, I concur with Senator Rodgers that the siting
and land use components of these developments
should no longer be exempt from Act 250 review.  

On November 8, I hope you’ll consider joining
me and voting to return John Rodgers to the
Vermont Senate.

Sincerely,
Beth Torpey

Adjunct professor
Environmental science, biology

Morgan

A scientist concurs with Rodgers on commercial wind development

To the editor, 
The presidential debates so far have been a

joke and embarrassing!  Tens of millions of
Americans will be watching the debate the night
of October 19 — and they deserve a serious
discussion on the big issues facing our nation, like
the future of Social Security.  If the next
President doesn’t take bold action on Social
Security, we could see our hard-earned benefits
cut by nearly 25 percent in less than 20 years.
That’s unacceptable.

Earlier this year, AARP polling in
battleground states found — across party lines —
large majorities of voters believe that having a
plan for Social Security is a “basic threshold for

presidential leadership.”  A recent AARP survey
of women voters found that more than 70 percent
support “immediate action” to keep Social
Security strong.

Social Security affects 60 million Americans,
and 138,000 Vermonters, who rely on its benefits
today.  It also impacts the 170 million workers
who pay into the program and are counting on it
for tomorrow.  It is one of America’s great success
stories, and it touches, in some way, nearly every
individual and family in the country.  Let’s hope
our candidates can finally address the issues that
really matter.

Dave Reville
AARP Vermont

Will the presidential candidates ever address real issues?

To the editor:
I’ve had the pleasure of meeting Mark Higley.

Mark is a “true” Vermonter, born and raised here;
that means a lot.  Mark has represented his
constituents with honesty and integrity.  He is
fiscally responsible, understands that we are
overtaxed and overburdened and will work
against raising more taxes and fees.  Mark is a
supporter of the Second Amendment (the right to
bear arms).  He knows the workings in

Montpelier and has established himself well and
knows how to get things done.  He’s experienced
and not going in green.  Mark is concerned and
compassionate about the folks he represents and
the struggles they face each day.  

I encourage the folks in Eden, Lowell, Jay,
Troy and Westfield to vote for Mark Higley as
your representative.

Elizabeth Bumps
Derby

Higley is a “true” Vermonter

ANSWER IS IN SECTION B.

Chronicle CROSSWORD

STONEBRAKER FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC
562 Main Street, Derby, VT

766-5065 or 766-4700
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Muscle & Joint Pain
• Back & Neck Pain

• Work & Auto Injuries
• Sports Related Injuries

• Shoulder, Arm & Leg Pain
• Carpal Tunnel 

• Headaches, Migraines
and more...

Most Insurance Accepted
• Blue Cross / Blue Shield

• CIGNA
• CBA Blue

• United Healthcare
• Aetna

• Medicare
NOW ACCEPTING GREEN

MOUNTAIN CARE!

STONEBRAKER FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC

Serving the Northeast Kingdom for over 15 years!

UNITED CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
65 School Street, Newport, Vermont 05855

Phone: 802-334-3112 • Fax: 802-334-2305 • www.ucaeducation.org
Teaching the ABCs of Academic Excellence, Biblical Values & Christian Unity since 1995.

NOW ENROLLING GRADES K-12
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO CHECK US OUT!

Children’s Books & Pastimes
158 Main St., Newport, VT • 802-334-2322

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-4. Closed Sun. & Mon.

www.widerthanthesky.com

Children’s Books & Pastimes

*Late shows on Friday & Saturday only.

Waterfront Plaza, Newport • 334-2610
www.CityCinemaNewport.com 

Wednesday is
date night! All
seats only $5.

Booster seats for kids!
Playing Friday, Oct. 21
through Thurs., Oct. 27
• The Accountant (R) - 6:00 & 8:50*
Sat. & Sun. Matinees: 12:00 & 3:00

• Jack Reacher (PG13) - 6:30 & 9:00*
Sat. & Sun. Matinees: 12:30 & 3:30

• Keeping up with the Joneses (PG13) -
7:00 & 9:10*
Sat. & Sun. Matinees: 1:00 & 4:00
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To the editor, 
Mark has become an outstanding legislator

and he is always willing to work with all parties
to do what is right for his constituents.  It would
be counterproductive to replace Mark with a
representative who does not share his values, or
his experience.  He continues to fight for your
private property rights against land use laws that
infringe on your livelihood.  Mark has, and will
vote against tax increases that always end up

being passed onto Vermont residents.  Mark is a
true supporter of your Second Amendment rights.
During the 2012 campaign, Mark’s opponent
filled out a gun smart questionnaire and checked
YES for:  Do you support restrictions on the
purchase and possession of guns, she marked
YES on:  should background checks be required
on gun sales between private citizens at gun
shows, marked YES on:  should a license be
required for gun possession and marked NO on:

should citizens be allowed to carry concealed
guns. 

This can be verified at:
votesmart.org/candidate/politician. 

If you live in the towns of Eden, Lowell,
Westfield, Jay or Troy, you cannot go wrong by
voting for Mark Higley as your representative
and send him back to Montpelier. 

Chet Greenwood III
Derby

Letters to the editor

It would be counterproductive to replace Mark Higley

To the citizens of the city of Newport:
I am seeking re-election as a Justice of the

Peace (JP) for the city of Newport.
One of the key responsibilities of a JP is to

hear appeals for property tax appraisals.  When a
property is appraised (or reappraised), the
property owner has the right to appeal, and, by
law, that appeal must be heard and acted upon in

a timely manner.  This requires that a team of
JPs be delegated to review the listing, inspect the
actual property, and report back their findings to
the full board.  I have served in this capacity on a
number of occasions, and since I will be retiring
from my job this spring, I will have the additional
free time to perform this function for the
taxpayers and the city.

And, I enjoy officiating at weddings!
I have been proud to serve my community,

hope to continue in this role, and humbly ask for
your vote on November 8.

Thank you for your consideration,
Stephen E. Laurie

Newport

Laurie asks for support in his re-election bid for Justice of the Peace

Dear editor,
With great enthusiasm, I support the

candidacy of Representative Vicki Strong and
Frank Huard for the Orleans-Caledonia district
(towns of Sheffield, Wheelock, Albany, Barton,
Craftsbury, Glover, and Greensboro).

In my years of working with Vicki, I have
known her to be hardworking, honest, and fair.
Her relentless advocacy for retaining school
choice demonstrates her dedication to serving the

best interests of her constituents and has earned
the respect and admiration of many.

Like Vicki, Frank has long been engaged with
the local community.  His commitment to
ensuring an economically sound and promising
future for all Vermonters makes me confident
that Frank will exercise wise judgment as a
future legislator and represent the Orleans-
Caledonia district with honesty and fairness.

Representative Vicki Strong and Frank

Huard show integrity and a genuine willingness
to learn and serve Vermonters that sets them
apart.  I am proud to endorse them, and I
encourage the readers to vote for Vicki and Frank
on November 8.

Representative Don Turner
House Republican leader

Milton

Vote for Vicki and Frank November 8

To the editor
I am backing Mark Higley’s bid for re-election

out of recognition that he represents the values
and traditions of rural Vermont.  He has a
common sense approach to government, and
realizes there are more important priorities for
Vermonters than leading the nation in how we
pay for health care.

As a first-term legislator, I watched
Representative Higley rise unfailingly to question
any bill coming onto the House floor dealing with
land use issues, logging and farming.  He
understands rural people when it comes to issues
such as the proposed carbon tax and the push to
consolidate public education under Act 46.

As a legislator he is someone who does his
homework and keeps his eye on what is best for
his district and rural Vermont.  I recommend him
as someone worthy of your vote in November.

Thank you.
Representative Paul Lefebvre

Newark

To the editor,
I’m writing in support of Mark Higley, a

disciplined, respectful voice as the state
representative for the residents of Troy, Jay,
Westfield, Lowell, and Eden.

The Legislature will be dealing with many
predetermined issues in January.  The notion
that “fresh,” “creative” ideas or proposals will be
added to the agenda is highly unlikely.  We will
be best served by a voice that is familiar with,
and speaks for, the best use of increasingly scarce
economic resources.

Mark Higley, a self-employed Vermonter, a
husband and father, while serving both his local
community and state governments, has exactly
the disciplined temperament to question and
exchange ideas seeking acceptable solutions to
complex proposals.

We need to return Mark Higley as our state
representative to keep Vermont affordable for the
working middle class.

David Sanders
Jay

Dear editor,
I am writing to express my wholehearted

support for state Representative Mark Higley of
Lowell.  I wish him success in his re-election bid
(Orleans-Lamoille district) and encourage the
readers to join me in voting for him on November 8.

Mark is a selfless advocate for fiscal
responsibility, individual rights, less regulations
and taxes, and has worked hard in the
Legislature to serve our best interests.  His
honesty, strength of character, and willingness to
learn and serve Vermonters make him a true
asset.

I am confident that he will continue to serve
the towns of Lowell, Westfield, Jay, Troy, and
Eden with the passion and perseverance that he
exhibits in all of his endeavors.

Vote with me.
Jennifer Blay

Lowell

Backing Higley for re-election Higley is an advocate for fiscal
responsibility

Higley is disciplined and respectful 

Gift Shop Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-4, Sat. 10-4.

259 Derby Pond Rd.
Derby,VT

Stephen & Amy Wheeler

(802) 766-2700
jedsmaple.com

TOURS • TASTING • MUSEUM • GIFT SHOP

Maple Pumpkins & Ghosts, oh my!
Check out Jed’s for the

sweetest Halloween treats!

334-5379 • Newport, VT • 34 Years on Main Street!
All jewelry repairs done on premises.

Newport Jewelers
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BOX 99, TROY, VT 05868
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We Now Offer Senior Citizens Discounts.
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802-744-2677
Serving the entire NEK!
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in town!
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by Joseph Gresser

DERBY LINE — Most people who are about to
be honored for their contributions to the
community show up at the ceremony and enjoy a
meal prepared by someone else.  That’s not how
Fritz and Paula Halbedl operate.

The proprietors of the Derby Line Village Inn
welcomed a small crowd to present them with an
award Tuesday, poured drinks, and set out a
bountiful buffet.

Those who came expecting to pay tribute to
Mr. and Mrs. Halbedl were instead their guests.
As John Royer and Jim Sullivan provided a
sophisticated musical background on keyboards
and alto sax, respectively, Mr. Halbedl brought a
plentiful supply of elegant food from his kitchen.

People were encouraged to fill their plates with
potato pancakes, accompanied by applesauce and
sour cream, spinach and sausage strudel, and egg
rolls.  A platter full of apple strudel warned them
to leave ample room for dessert.

Mr. and Mrs. Halbedl’s open-hearted gesture
was completely in tune with the actions that
earned them recognition from the Governor’s
Committee for the Employment of People with
Disabilities.

The Halbedls received the Spirit of the ADA
Award to recognize their willingness to employ and
train people with what Neil Morrissette called
“barriers to employment.”  Mr. Morrissette, who
served as master of ceremonies for the event,
works for Creative Workforce Solutions (CWS), a
project of the state Agency of Human Resources.

Mr. Halbedl, the inn’s chef, has hired young
people who have had problems early on in life.  He
explained that he takes them on as dishwashers
and, as they prove themselves dependable, teaches
them the ins and outs of the kitchen.  As they
learn, he moves them up in the kitchen hierarchy.

After he and his wife received their award
from Mr. Morrissette and Donna Curtin, who
heads the Governor’s committee, Mr. Halbedl
introduced his kitchen staff and gave away one of
his management secrets.

The four young men uneasily accepted the
applause of the 26 people at the ceremony and
returned to their work as quickly as possible. 

Mr. Halbedl explained that he was only able to
get his staff to appear before the crowd by bribing
them with Chinese food.

He then spoke seriously about an employee
who has worked at the restaurant for the past
three years, rising through the ranks to become
kitchen manager.

“When I first met him he would not look me in
the eye,” said Mr. Halbedl.  “I thought, ‘I cannot
work with him if he will not look me in the eye.’”

Mr. Halbedl explained that, throughout his
career as a chef, he has always refused to hire
anyone who won’t meet his eye.

“I asked him where he hopes to be in five
years,” Mr. Halbedl went on.  “He said, ‘I have a
daughter I haven’t seen in a year and a half.’

That’s when I knew he had a heart.”
Mr. Halbedl took a chance on the young man

and found that he had two gifts that made him an
ideal kitchen hand.

“He had a gift for precision and repetition,” Mr.
Halbedl said.

Mr. Halbedl said he has employed graduates of
culinary schools who cannot do what his kitchen
manager can.

Mr. Halbedl said the man told him he wanted
to see his daughter.  That meant he had to have a
job, a means of transportation, and an apartment.

He said the manager has achieved his goals,
while never missing a day of work over the past
three years.  He recently bought a house of his own
in Derby Line, said Mr. Halbedl.

Robert Derick, of Northeast Kingdom Human
Services, who has worked with the Halbedls and
their employees, leaped to his feet to say the
employee now also has custody of his daughter.

Mr. and Mrs. Halbedl have gone to great
lengths to help their employees succeed.

“We’re the only company in America that has a
company car for their dishwashers,” Mrs. Halbedl
joked.

“They have to be able to get to work,” Mr.
Halbedl explained.

In addition to what they said is the great
satisfaction of working with young people who
need a helping hand, the Halbedls admitted
getting at least one more tangible reward.

“We had our first night off in three years,” Ms.
Halbedl exclaimed.

Mr. Halbedl said he told his kitchen staff it
would be a slow night and suggested they not take
too many reservations.  When they returned from
their night out, the couple found their staff had
served 75 meals.

Only regular patrons realized there was
anything different, Mr. Halbedl said.  That was
solely because he didn’t come out of the kitchen to
make sure everyone was satisfied with their meal,
he added.

Some people have left jobs at the inn.  Mr.
Halbedl said that’s fine with him. 

“They have to move on,” he said.
One former employees left with more than a

handshake.  Mr. Halbedl co-signed a loan to help
him get a start in life.

“My banker thought I was crazy,” he admitted.
The joke was on the banker, when the former

employee visited the inn and told Mr. Halbedl he
had paid off his loan without a single late payment
and gotten one on better terms to help pay for an
apartment and car.

Halbedls receive Spirit of the ADA Award

Paula Halbedl and her husband, Fritz (holding plaque), acknowledge the applause of their guests Tuesday along
with members of their kitchen staff (from left to right) Jerry Pfeiffer, Hezekiah Morrison, Riley Booth, and Matthew
White.  Robert Derick, far right, of Northeast Kingdom Human Services led the applause.
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Happy 
Birthday

to the following people!

Names are submitted by your family and friends, but if you’d like your name removed 
or your town changed, please let us know. 

Submit birthdays online at 
bartonchronicle.com/birthdays
or e-mail them to ads@bartonchronicle.com, fax them to 

802-525-3200, or mail them to the Chronicle, ATTN: Birthdays,
P.O. Box 660, Barton, VT 05822. (No phone calls, please.) 

Please include their name, birthday (no year), town of residence.

Isaac Baker, Newport Center, Oct. 19
Alex Roussell, Irasburg, Oct. 20
Brooklyn Todd, Winooski, Oct. 20
Annette Royer, Derby, Oct. 21
Claude Pouliot, Derby, Oct. 21
Lukas Ham, Wheelock, Oct. 22
Daemyn C Kross, Orleans, Oct. 23
Joanne Wursthorn, North Troy, Oct. 25
Louise Fortin, Stanstead, Quebec, Oct. 27
Hannah Breitmeyer, Glover, Nov. 1
LeAnn Cady, Orleans, Nov. 3
Ethan Gratton-Derbyshire, Barton, Nov. 7
Danielle Paquin, Newport Center, Nov. 9
Quentin Derbyshire, Barton, Nov. 12
Nancy Lanou, Orleans, Nov. 12
Yvette Sheltra, Irasburg, Nov. 14
Jason Lafont, Barton, Nov. 21
Gabe Todd, Essex Junction/Winooski, Nov. 24

Alex!
October 20th.

Love always, Pepére

THANK YOU
for your donations to Pine Grove Cemetery

• Scott & Lori Bianchi at
HERITAGE MEMORIALS for the granite benches

• Robert & Jill Gosselin at
SPATES THE FLORIST for the summer plants

• Don Poutre at
YESTERYEAR FENCING for the wooden benches

• Nico Hastings for the lawn chair and plants

• Cooper for the lawn chair

And to the many who made monetary contributions.
Joan Curtis, Sec./Treas.

Pine Grove Cemetery Association

Cards of Thanks
are $10.50 per column inch. (An ad this size is $21.)

Birthdays & Card Showers 
are $13 per column inch. (An ad this size is $26.)

Deadline is Monday at noon.

the Chronicle
802-525-3531 • ads@bartonchronicle.com
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by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — Ann Bove opened
a small plastic box and showed its
contents to a man seated near her
Monday night, just before the start
of the Newport City Council’s
regular meeting.  Inside lay what
looked like a matted tangle of green
string.

The label on the container read
“Nitellopsis obtusa, Starry
Stonewort” and featured the barred
circle meaning “prohibited” over the
words “introduced/invasive.”

One might have thought that
little display told the entire story of
the latest threat to Lake
Memphremagog’s waters, but Ms.
Bove, an aquatic biologist with the
state Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC), had another
smaller item to show.

She held up a plastic tube
containing a few translucent, star-
shaped objects.  Two or three could
sit comfortably atop a pencil eraser.
A tiny thread projected from each of
the star’s points.

Those, Ms. Bove said, are the
stars from which the stonewort gets
its name.  Each star, in fact each
point of the star, is capable of
starting a new plant, she added.

Ms. Bove, who works for the
Lakes and Ponds Section of the
DEC, was in Newport to give the
city council an update on the new
invasive that is spreading in the
Vermont end of Lake
Memphremagog.

Starry stonewort is classified as
algae, she said, although it looks
like a regular water plant.  It grows
well at depths up to 30 feet and can
create a mat that is thick enough to
interfere with spawning fish, Ms.
Bove said.

Stonewort is vigorous enough to
crowd out Eurasian milfoil, she
added.

At first state officials thought
the outbreak was confined to Scott’s
Cove, but they have since found
areas of the algae in South Bay.
Ms. Bove said it is unclear where in
the lake the infestation got its start.

Stonewort has also been found
in Derby Pond, she said, but checks
at other lakes and ponds in Orleans
County have, so far, come up clean.

Starry stonewort originated in
Europe and western Asia, Ms. Bove
told the council.  It has already been
found in Wisconsin, New York,
Michigan, Indiana, Massachusetts,
and Connecticut.

She said she cannot say how
stonewort got to Vermont, but she
suggested it might have traveled
through the Great Lakes system,
making the last leg of its journey in

the form of little stars, called
bulbils, in mud caked on anchors or
other boating equipment.

Ms. Bove said most boaters
know enough to wash off vegetation
clinging to the hull of their
watercraft.  Few realize that mud
can also harbor invasive species, she
said.

High pressure hot water
washing systems could be effective
in stopping the spread of starry
stonewort, she said.  So far the
invasive has largely been
concentrated in the vicinity of public
boat launching areas.

The state has two mobile boat
washing systems, Ms. Bove said.
One of them could be stationed for a
time at Lake Memphremagog, she
said.

Andy Cappello, the city’s
recreation director, said Newport
already has such a system installed
near the launch ramp at the city
dock. 

The pressure washer has not
been used in recent years because
Newport doesn’t have the money to
pay for an attendant, Mayor Paul
Monette said.

Mayor Monette, said there is
another busy launch site at the
lake, but it’s technically in Newport
Center.  He suggested it might
make sense to station the state’s
washing system there.

The Lake Memphremagog
stonewort outbreak was first noticed
by Valerie Dillon, a trained invasive
patroller, who spotted an unusual
plant in Scott’s Cove, a protected
inlet just north of Prouty Beach.

Her report, filed in late June
2015, was confirmed that August
when the plant was identified as
starry stonewort.  State biologists
notified city officials and the Lake
Memphremagog Watershed
Association in September, and the
public soon after.

Ms. Bove said stonewort has
taken over 23 of the cove’s 24 acres.
At first, state officials thought the
outbreak was confined to the cove.

They closed Scott’s Cove for 90
days earlier this year, but opened it
again after stonewort was found in
South Bay, Ms. Bove said.

At present, there is not much
information available about the
plant, and Ms. Bove said she is busy
learning as much as possible about
the unwanted visitor.

Unlike milfoil, stonewort doesn’t
need to be anchored to the lakebed,
which makes eradicating it a
challenge.  It can grow at the
bottom or at the surface of a lake or
pond.  The algae grow well in water
that has a high or low level of
nutrients, she said.

Ms. Bove said the two best
options for control are sending
divers down to vacuum up
stonewort, or introducing herbicides
into lake waters.

Neither method is particularly
effective, she added.  The use of
herbicides presents a problem for
state regulators who will not allow
chemicals that pose a health hazard
to be introduced into state waters.

Ms. Bove said the treatments
that seem to have an effect on
stonewort require a combination of
chemicals.  Water quality regulators
are very reluctant to approve such a
cocktail, she said.

City resident Pam Ladds asked
whether stonewort has a natural
adversary in its European and
Asian home.  Ms. Bove said it has
not been widely studied because it
does not present a problem there.
She suggested that the climate in its
natural habitat may be a limiting
factor in the plant’s spread.

Sadly, that’s not the case in
Vermont.  Ms. Bove said state
workers cut through ice last winter
hoping to see some kind of reduction
in the algae’s growth.  They were
disappointed to find the stonewort
perfectly happy in a Vermont
winter, she said.

Mr. Monette suggested working
with officials from Quebec to keep
the plant from moving north.  Ms.
Bove said the state will do that.

Canadian officials have made
strong efforts to keep invasives out
of their waters, the mayor noted.
The city bought the high pressure

system because American boats
cannot enter Quebec waters without
a certificate attesting to their
freedom from another invasive,
zebra mussels.

Unlike Vermont, where washing
a boat before launching is optional,
it’s a legal requirement in Quebec,
Mr. Monette said.  He said Vermont
ought to consider a similar
regulation.

The mayor also said it’s
important to keep nutrients from
getting into the lake and
accelerating the growth of stonewort
and milfoil.  Only about 2 percent of
the phosphorus and nitrates flowing
into Memphremagog come from
Newport, he said.  Most arrives in
the waters of the lake’s feeders, the
Black, Barton, and Clyde rivers, the
mayor said.

Ms. Bove agreed that reducing
the amount of nutrients is
important.  She also spoke in favor
of shoreline buffers.

Many people think lawns do a
good job soaking up rainfall and
slowing the flow of storm water into
the lake.  That is not true, Ms. Bove
said.

She said buffer areas and the
layer of surface material that
gathers under trees and plants
along the shore do a much better
job.  Shoreline trees also shade the
water and cut back on the growth of
plants near the land, she added.

Ms. Bove promised to return to
Newport and keep the council
informed about new information
about starry stonewort.

Newport City Council

Council hears of starry stonewort in Memphremagog

A take-out container holds a scoopful of starry stonewort fished out of Scott’s Cove
Monday afternoon.  State aquatic biologist Ann Bove brought the sample of the
invasive algae along to show aldermen and members of the public.  The plastic
container nestled among the strands of stonewort contains several, hard-to-see
bulbils, the tiny stars that help the stonewort spread and which give it its name.                              

Photo by Joseph Gresser

Homemade Specialty Baked Goods
OPEN SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS
Walk-in hours 9-2 •  BARTON

(Past St. Paul’s School, left on Forty Road to top.)

Homemade pastries, baked in small batches for
freshness & quality. Special orders happily accepted.
•  Pies: assorted fruit pies •  Cookies: molasses, maple gems,

triple threat, peanut butter, and coconut pecan •  Pound

Breads

•  Bars: Congo, date, quinoa protein, lemon, or buckeye bars.

M’sM’s Wooden Spoon Bakery

FIND MY GOODIES ALSO AT E.M. BROWN & SON!
Call 802-525-4464 •  Marvis Matarozzo

Licensed & inspected. vtwoodenspoonbakery@gmail.com

BOOKING FOR
JANUARY.

Last Tag Sale of the
Year & Bake Sale
St. Vincent de Paul Church
18 North Pleasant St., North Troy, VT

Fri., Nov. 11, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 12, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Antiques, books, collectibles,
furniture, and lots more!

INDOORS — RAIN OR SHINE
802-988-2560



by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — Police Chief Seth DiSanto had
several items of business to bring before the city
council Monday night.  A couple were
uncontroversial  — a request for permission to
replace a failing cruiser and an increase, to $50 an
hour, in the rates charged for off-duty officers who
provide security for private events in the city.

Chief DiSanto seemed surprised by the
reaction to the third item on his agenda, a
discussion of police training.

The issue first came up at the council’s
meeting on September 26 when city resident
Anne Chiarello said she saw an interaction
between a pair of young police officers and what
she described as a minority youth.

Ms. Chiarello said the youth appeared to be
backing away as police approached him.  She said
she regretted not following the officers to see if
they conducted themselves properly.  She called
for more training in diversity and conflict de-
escalation.

On Monday Chief DiSanto played footage
from Patrolman Tanner Jacobs’ body camera,
hoping to prove his officers handled the incident
in an exemplary manner.  Ms. Chiarello and a
few other city residents said they were
unconvinced.

Before playing the video, Chief DiSanto said
he had received permission to show it from the
youth’s foster mother.  He asked an NEK-TV
camera operator not to film the video and news
photographers not to take pictures of it, in order
to preserve the family’s privacy.

The incident began when a woman came to
police and told them her foster son had just
jumped out of her car as it was making its way
down Main Street.  The youth had run off, she
told police.

The woman was near the police station when

her son left the car and pulled over immediately
to ask for help.

Patrolman Jacobs walked over to Maplefields
where the young man was standing.  The young
man wouldn’t allow the officer to approach him,
and he didn’t want to talk. 

Although the video was jumpy, Patrolman
Jacobs could be heard telling the youth he only
wanted to speak with him to see if he could be of
help.

The youth ran off, darting through traffic and,
according to Chief DiSanto, nearly getting hit by
a police cruiser the process.  Two officers followed
him and eventually caught up with him on the
boardwalk near the state office building.

They took hold of his arms, as he struggled.
He insisted that he wouldn’t go with the officers
and struggled to get away.  The patrolmen told
him he would have to be handcuffed for his and
their safety, but he objected and continued to
resist.

At that point, Chief DiSanto said, the
patrolmen made their only mistake of the
afternoon.  Instead of forcing the youth to the
ground and putting him into cuffs, they radioed
headquarters and asked their supervisor,
Sergeant Charles Moulton, to join them.

Chief DiSanto said he would have “dumped
him on the ground” and placed him in handcuffs
without waiting for a superior’s approval.

Sergeant Moulton arrived and persuaded the
youth to let himself be handcuffed, and the group
returned to the station where the young man was
reunited with his foster mother. 

Chief DiSanto skipped over video of the
reunion, but showed him leaving the station
while officers tried to appear friendly as they
invited him  to drop by for a visit some time.

City resident Diane Peel said she was
dismayed by the film and thought the officers
with their weapons and uniforms made the

situation worse by scaring the youth.  She said
some other entity should exist to handle such
matters.

Chief DiSanto said he agreed in principle
with the idea of having social workers deal with
such situations, but pointed out that the foster
mother came to police and asked for assistance.
Should officers have refused to help her? he
asked.

Pam Ladds, another city resident, objected to
language used by the officers.  Why did they refer
to the youth as a suspect? she asked.

Chief DiSanto replied that he was suspected
of being a person under Department of Children
and Families (DCF) supervision who had run
away.

Ms. Chiarello said she had not meant to
suggest the officers were doing anything wrong in
her comments at the earlier meeting, but given
the current national climate, there needs to be
more diversity conflict de-escalation training.

“The national climate does not necessarily
apply to Newport,” the chief said.

He said he thought his officers did a good job
keeping the situation from getting worse.  He said
the youth’s behavior put him at risk and police
were only trying to protect him and return him to
his foster mother.  He said the youth has since
dropped in at the station to say hello.

Mayor Monette and aldermen commended the
chief and his officers for doing a good job.

In other business, City Manager Laura Dolgin
told the council that Newport ended the year with
a $76,000 budget surplus and $326,000 in
“unassigned” money.  She said some of the
surplus is available to pay for security
improvements for the office of the city treasurer
and clerk.

Unassigned funds can be used to reduce the
need for increased taxes in next year’s budget,
Ms. Dolgin added.
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Police chief shows video of incident with youth 
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North Country expresses qualified support for all-payer
by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — Al Gobeille, chair
of the Green Mountain Care Board
(GMCB), said the board’s decision
on whether or not to go forward
with a plan to radically restructure
how Vermont pays for medical care
depends on the opinions of health
care providers.

He was speaking to the 40
people who attended the board’s
October 13 meeting, which was held
in the conference room at the
Newport City Inn and Suites. 

The state and federal Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) and representatives have
negotiated what is called an all-
payer agreement.  If approved, it
would end fee-for-service payment
for Medicare and Medicaid patients
and instead pay providers a set fee
for each of their patients regardless
of what medical services are
provided to them.

Commercial health care
providers could also switch their
payment system to the all-payer
model, although they will not be
required to do so.

At least one local provider,
North Country Hospital, has
expressed qualified support for the
plan, according to its CEO, Claudio
Fort.  He attended the GMCB
meeting, and spoke to the Chronicle
Monday. 

North Country’s concerns about
supporting the plan stem from
uncertainty about how the
agreement will actually operate, Mr.
Fort said.

“The current system of payment
makes no sense, but is the system
we know,” he said.

His board plans to lay out its
concerns in a letter that will
accompany the declaration of
qualified support, he said.

Providers have only a brief time
in which to make their opinions

heard, Mr. Gobeille said.  Governor
Peter Shumlin, Mr. Gobeille and
Hal Cohen, the secretary of
Vermont’s Agency of Human
Services, have to sign for the
agreement to go into effect.

Governor Shumlin has said he
will not put his name to the
document after his successor is
chosen on November 8.  Mr. Gobeille
said he is not sure whether his
board would be willing to approve
the deal after that date.  He said he
would not sign the agreement
without the support of the GMCB.

It isn’t clear that officials at
CMS would sign on to the plan, or
negotiate a different agreement
after the election.  A new
administration in Washington, D.C.,
may have other health care
priorities, Mr. Gobeille said.

In its last session, the
Legislature enacted Act 113, the law
that gave the Governor authority to
negotiate and sign an agreement
like the one under consideration.
For that reason no legislative action
is needed to put the deal into effect.

Even if the plan turns out to be
a nightmare, all is not lost.  Either
side can back out of the agreement
at any time by giving 180 days
notice, Mr. Gobeille said.  No
penalty will be assessed for opting
out, he added.

Mr. Fort said he expects the
plan will be approved by Election
Day, but said there are many details
that need to be worked out before
his hospital board can give its full
blessing.  He said he worries about
the possibility of having to absorb
losses should the per-patient
payment fall short of the hospital’s
actual costs.

North Country is too small to
absorb potential losses, he said.

Among the uncertainties
remaining about the plan is exactly
how CMS will set the amount it
pays for each patient.  Mr. Fort said
he thinks different institutions will
get different amounts based on what
it has cost them to treat patients
over the past several years. 

Larger hospitals that do
specialized surgeries, for instance,
will likely spend more per patient
than North Country, he said.

Whatever rate is set in the first
year of the agreement, that amount
will increase 3.5 percent annually
over the five-year life of the all-
payer agreement, he said.

Mr. Fort said he is enthusiastic
about some aspects of the plan,
especially its continuation of
financial support for the state’s
Blueprint for Health program.  That
funding was slated to end next year. 

The all-payer model is intended
to lower the rate of increase in
health care spending in Vermont, to
provide an incentive for better
medical care, and give doctors and
hospitals a predictable income
stream, Mr. Gobeille told those at

the meeting.
The agreement is one part of a

state effort to keep annual growth
in health care spending to 3.5
percent or less.  Currently, the
growth rate is closer to 6 percent,
Mr. Gobeille said.

Should the state meet its target,
overall spending for health care
would be about $10-billion less over
the next decade than what it would
be if current trends continue, he
said.

Mr. Gobeille stressed that the
plan would not reduce the quality or
type of services Medicare patients
now enjoy.  Those benefits are put
in place by law and cannot be
changed or limited without an Act of
Congress, he said.

Mr. Fort gave the example of a
hypothetical Medicare patient told
by one of his hospital’s orthopedists
that he is not a good candidate for a
knee replacement.  Under Medicare,
with or without the all-payer
agreement, that patient can seek
out a surgeon willing to perform the
operation at any other hospital.

The agreement will provide
extra benefits for Medicare
recipients, including home nursing
visits for patients who are not
housebound.  That means an older
person could have a nurse come to
her home and help rearrange
furniture to avoid potential
accidents.

As things stand now, Medicare
would only pay for such a visit after
the homeowner is injured.

In addition to a reduction in the
rate of health care cost increases,
the plan includes three major goals.

The first is improving access to
primary care for Vermonters.  That
goal includes increasing the
percentage of Vermont residents
who have a personal doctor, raising
the percentage of Medicare
recipients who say they get timely
care, and making sure a greater
percentage of young people on
Medicare get well care visits each
year.

A second aim is to lower the
number of deaths from drug
overdose and suicide.  The third is
to reduce the amount and severity
of chronic disease, including chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease,
diabetes and hypertension.

The background for discussions
between state and federal officials is
a recent law passed by Congress
called the Medicare Access and
Children Health Insurance Program
Reauthorization Act (MACRA).
MACRA lays out two new ways to
pay doctors who treat Medicare
patients.

One of those methods rates
physicians according to how well
they perform compared to standards
set by the government.  Those
getting high marks could see their

(Continued on page thirteen.)
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payments increased by as much as 9
percent.  Failure to meet the
benchmarks carries with it the
potential of an equivalent penalty.

The all-payer system was
designed to help eliminate the
uncertainty inherent in the MACRA
plan.

Mr. Fort said one of his concerns
about the all-payer system is his
inability, until recently, to compare
it with the alternative under
MACRA.

Final regulations for MACRA
plans were released Friday in a
national telephone conference call.
Andy Slavitt, the acting
administrator for CMS, and Dr.
Patrick Conway, his principal
deputy, gave their overview of the
plan, which they said had been put
together with the help of providers
across the country.

Mr. Fort said he thinks the new
regulations will relieve small
institutions such as his from the
threat of penalties, but said he
needs to study the regulations to be
sure.

The all-payer system will
require providers to operate through
accountable care organizations
(ACO).  Those are groups made up
of doctors’ practices and hospitals.
North Country Hospital has been a
member of OneCare Vermont for the
past three years, Mr. Fort said.
Mr. Fort said OneCare works well,
but so far has not had to face any
potential losses.

The number of patients credited

to each institution in the ACO will
be based on the number of patients
signed up with primary care doctors
associated with it.  That means
North Country’s payments will be
determined by the number of
patients signed up with practices it
owns. 

If a patient does not have a
primary care doctor, that person is
not included in any organization’s
overall payment.  That is intended
as an incentive to get providers to
sign up patients.  Health care
experts believe having a primary
care doctor means a person will be
treated earlier for problems, thus
saving money.

Mr. Gobeille said the insistence
on having primary care is meant to
align all-payer with the Blueprint
for Health, a program instituted
statewide during the administration
of Governor James Douglas.  

The Blueprint for Health
encourages Vermonters to find a
“medical home.”  That is a primary
care practice that keeps track of all
the patient’s interactions with the

health care system.
Mr. Fort said his hospital’s

primary care building was designed
to mesh with the Blueprint.  In
addition to housing physicians, the
building has space for social
workers and other kinds of
caregivers, he said.

If a patient has trouble
managing the cost of medications,
for instance, a doctor can
immediately introduce that person
to someone who understands the
system and can find a solution to
her problem.

Similarly, doctors can be
notified if one of their patients
repeatedly shows up at the
emergency room, Mr. Fort said.
Social workers can look into why the
person used costly emergency room
services, and, if appropriate, can
help the patient use less expensive
alternatives.

At the GMCB meeting, Peter
Limon of Irasburg noted that the
all-payer plan needs enough
primary care doctors to serve all of
Vermont’s people.  That is far from

the case now, he said, as he asked
what provisions the plan offers to
attract more doctors to the state.

Mr. Gobeille was unable to
provide an answer that satisfied Mr.
Limon, but Mr. Fort said his
hospital has had success in
attracting primary care doctors.

The hospital’s method, he said,
is offering what he called a “rural
premium.”  North Country, he
explained, pays more than the
national average to make up for the
area’s distance from urban
amenities.

Mr. Fort said the ability to
practice in an environment where
doctors have easy access to support
services for their patients is also
attractive to many physicians
looking for a place to live and work.

In an e-mail to the Chronicle,
Mr. Fort expressed his thoughts on
the decision his institution and
other medical practitioners will
have to make in the next few weeks.

Noting that the plan means to
focus spending on keeping people
well and avoiding wasteful
spending, Mr. Fort wrote.

“The challenge is that this
involves changing from one very
complex payment system to another
equally complex payment system.
This does seem like the best idea
that I have seen to date to make
any material impact on the
unsustainable growth in the cost of
healthcare, and I believe it is in the
best interest of Vermonters to go
down this path and try to make it
work.”

Hospital pays “rural premium” to attract doctors
(Continued from page twelve.)

The all-payer plan needs enough
primary care doctors to serve all of
Vermont’s people.  That is far from 

the case. 
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by Tena Starr

WESTFIELD — Three of the four candidates
running for state Senate in the Essex-Orleans
district talked about education, opiates, guns,
taxes, and the economy at a public debate
Monday evening at the community center here.

Eric Collins, a Republican from Richford,
notified the sponsors — the Chronicle, the
Orleans County Record, Vermont’s Northland
Journal, Building Bright Futures, and Let’s Grow
Kids — on Friday that he would not be attending.

Marcia Horne, a Republican from Newport
who works as a marketing consultant, was left to
challenge Democratic incumbents Bobby Starr of
North Troy and John Rodgers of Glover.

Ms. Horne tried to paint the incumbents as
tax and spend liberals linked to Governor Peter
Shumlin, an unlikely accusation for that pair.

Republican gubernatorial candidate Phil Scott
has explained that the current economic situation
in state government is unsustainable, Ms. Horne
said.  “Our senators have been there for years
and have spent taxpayer money so carelessly.”  

For one thing, excessive amounts of money
have been spent on repair and maintenance of
state office buildings, she said.  And some
agencies get money they may not even need, “just
in case,” she added.

“It’s ludicrous, it’s corrupt, it’s criminal,” Ms.
Horne said.  “I think it’s time that Vermonters
look at what these legislators have been doing.”  

“Ms. Horne, I think you would find that we
are more fiscally conservative than many
Republicans,” Mr. Rodgers said in response. 

And he noted that neither he nor Mr. Starr
have been fans of the Shumlin Administration, or
have toed the party line when it comes to the
Governor’s agenda.

The trio largely used their opening
statements to say something about their personal
lives.  Ms. Horne said she moved to the Northeast
Kingdom 14 years ago.  She has a degree in
political science and has worked as a stockbroker
and innkeeper, among other things, she said.  She
said that current legislators seem to think that
making Vermont a more expensive place to live
will work, but the cost of living in the state is not
enticing.

Mr. Starr said he grew up on a dairy farm and
intended to be a dairy farmer himself, but in his
senior year at Vermont Technical College, his

family’s barn burned down.  The land was near Jay
Peak and had become valuable, so he urged his
family to sell it rather than build him a barn.  He
worked for the Vermont Agriculture Department
for a while, then went to work for an uncle in the
North Troy trucking business that he eventually
bought and successfully ran for 30 years.

Mr. Rodgers also grew up on a dairy farm, in
Glover.  He was fifth-generation, he said.  “In the
Senate there are fewer and fewer people
connected to the land,” he said.  

He operates a masonry business.  One of the
things he said he’s proud of is that he works hard
for agriculture and forestry, industries that
remain important to the Northeast Kingdom and
other rural areas.

He and Mr. Starr emphasized that they often
work together and have accomplished much for
the interests of farmers and foresters in the face
of more numerous urban legislators who don’t
understand the practical implications —
sometimes ludicrousness — of their likely well
intentioned ideas, on a rural population.

Asked what they consider the three most
pressing issues in their district, Mr. Starr said he
believes the opiate addiction problem is right up
there, as is Act 46, the school district
consolidation law, and the economy.

Mr. Rodgers said affordability is number one.
Pay in Vermont, and especially the Northeast
Kingdom, is relatively low, and expenses are
relatively high, he said.  An unfriendly business
climate is another problem.  And opiate addiction
is a third.

Ms. Horne said heroin trafficking and
addiction is at the top of her list.  Economic
sustainability follows, and then health and
human services, primarily funding for childcare.
“In Island Pond, people have literally moved out
of town,” she said, although she did not specify
why she thinks that is.

The two Democrats expressed no love for Act
46.  

“This bill forces schools who are already doing
a good job to go through unnecessary steps,” Mr.

Rodgers said, without addressing the spending
problem, which leads to high property taxes.

“What happens is that you have schools
spending $20,000 per pupil, and we subsidize it.”
But since some areas have already gone through
consolidation, “We’re too far down the road to
repeal it,” Mr. Rodgers said.  This area, which has
kept education costs down, while providing a good
education, does not need the law, and hopefully
changes can be made in the upcoming session, he
said.

“I like Act 46,” Ms. Horne said.  It addresses
issues such as declining school population, she
said, adding that she does think it’s rigid and
perhaps some changes could be made so districts
don’t have to forever keep merging in the event of
further declining numbers.

Mr. Starr said, “Act 46 was thrown together
with a new chair and new members” in the House
Education Committee.  The Senate Education
Committee also had a new chair who “was naïve
about how schools function.”

The math is simple, he said.  If education
spending is divided by the number of students, it
comes to $20,000 per pupil.  In the North Country
Supervisory Union, spending is $14,500 per pupil;
in the Orleans Central Supervisory Union, it’s
$15,500.  Orleans County’s per-pupil spending is
low, and it’s unfair that districts here are being
pushed into a one-size-fits-all model that doesn’t
make sense in a place where a single district
could stretch from Lowell to Island Pond, Mr.
Starr said.

The two Democrats were clearly having some
trouble with their choices for President this year.

“I’ll start with a joke because I think this
presidential race is a joke,” Mr. Rodgers said.  “If
Donald Trump gets elected, Canada is going to
build a wall to keep us out.”

He said he won’t vote for Hillary Clinton
either.  Some say they will vote for her because
she’s the lesser of two evils, but an evil is still an
evil, he said.

Mr. Starr said his preferred candidate for
President, Bernie Sanders, lost in the Primary.  If
he votes, he will have to write someone in, or vote
for Mrs. Clinton, he said.  “There’s no way this
side of heaven, I’m going to vote for Donald
Trump.  The things he says are disheartening.”

(Continued on page fifteen.)
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Senate candidates debate energy, economics

Pictured, from left to right, are Marcia Horne, Bobby Starr, and John Rodgers.  Photo by Tena Starr



Ms. Horne unabashedly said she supports her
party’s choice.  “I support him in terms of his
political stance,” she said.  She said she likes Mr.
Trump’s outspokenness and the fact that he’s
tough on terrorism and other issues and is in
favor of building a wall between the U.S. and
Mexico.

How renewable energy projects are sited, and
what say communities have in that process has
long been an issue in the Northeast Kingdom,
which has hosted, until recently, a hefty share of
them.  A question about the siting process
brought similar responses from the two
Democrats.

No, Mr. Starr said, the current process, which
restricts town input before the Public Service
Board (PSB) is “shameful.”

Perhaps the existing process would have
worked 15 or 20 years ago when energy projects
were considerably different.

“The rules should be changed so the PSB has
to honor community wishes,” he said.  And not
just that, not only the host town, but also
surrounding communities that might be affected
should have some say.

Mr. Starr said he hopes that he can help Mr.
Rodgers, a member of the Senate Natural
Resources and Energy Committee, become chair,
or at least vice-chair, to have more clout.

For his part, Mr. Rodgers said he’s not
satisfied at all with the siting process.  “There
should be local control.”  The math just doesn’t
work when it comes to putting up commercial
wind on Vermont’s ridgelines, he said.

“An acre of forest sequesters the carbon from
63 cars.”  Proponents of wind want to develop 200
miles of ridgeline, he said.

Industrial wind does not benefit Vermonters,
Mr. Rodgers said, but it does benefit developers,
who have an army of lobbyists in the Legislature.
Those developers are the 1 percent, the “filthy
rich,” he said.

Ms. Horne said one thing that could be done
is to get schools and state buildings to go solar.

Regarding Vermont’s business climate, Mr.
Rodgers said, “Bureaucrats need to work with
Vermonters instead of against them.”

The regulatory process is unwieldy to
unworkable, he said.  For instance, a developer
tried to build an affordable housing project in
Woodstock, and it took nine years to get through
Act 250.  That makes no sense, he said.  Either a
project is good, or it’s not.  But no developer
should have to wait nine years to get a decision,
he said.

Ms. Horne said Vermont needs to have a
vision of its future that also preserves the state as
we know it.

Mr. Starr said he’s found that the state’s
bureaucrats are increasingly unfriendly and
uncooperative.  They could say a person has made
a mistake, and they’d check back in a couple of
months to see if it’s been remedied, but that
doesn’t seem to be the way these days, he said.

The Northeast Kingdom has all the ingredients
to entice both business and homeowners, he said,
but state government with its bureaucrats who
work against, rather than with, people are a
disincentive to economic growth.

“We’ve got to get them here, and the
regulators have to be pleasant.”

Mr. Starr said he supports Republican Phil
Scott for Governor.  “He’s a business guy, an
excellent person to work with, and I really think
he would make a difference.”

Asked about the lack of affordable quality
childcare, Ms. Horne said Head Start must be
fully funded year after year.  Ample childcare is
necessary because it’s a problem when parents sit
at home and don’t work, and their children don’t
have access to early education, she said.

For the past six years or so, health care has
gobbled up the state’s money, leaving little for
other important needs, Mr. Starr said.  Sitting on
the Appropriations Committee, he said, he’s
wondered “when the bleeding is going to stop
with health care.”

“All we’re going to leave behind us are our
kids,” Mr. Starr said.  Their care and well-being
should be a priority.  A child’s mother is likely the
best caregiver, and a better economy would allow
more parents to stay home and care for their
children rather than rely on childcare, he said.

“It’s tough,” Mr. Rodgers said.  “There’s so
many competing interests.”  He said that he and
Mr. Starr have tried to increase the subsidies for
childcare.  “What would really be helpful is if we
had a better economy, better paying jobs so
parents could stay home.”

Both Mr. Starr and Mr. Rodgers said
Vermont’s gun laws are fine as they are.  Mr.
Starr said he’s never owned a gun — he was
home doing chores while his brothers were out
hunting.  But Vermont has little gun violence, he
said.  “I’m okay with it the way it is.”

“All we need to do is enforce the laws that are
on the books,” Mr. Rodgers said.  “What
proponents of background checks aren’t telling
you is there is no way to enforce background
checks without complete gun registration.”

Ms. Horne was unclear about what current
law is and asked the other two candidates.  

“I feel there’s some work that could be done

here,” she concluded.  “Universal background
checks could certainly be the answer.”

All three candidates oppose a carbon tax,
which could raise the price of a gallon of gas by as
much as 88 cents.

“It would be a joke for Vermont to do it on its
own,” Mr. Rodgers said.  It would be an economic
disaster for the state, he said.  And some of the
money from the tax would go toward further
renewable energy projects — “back to feeding the
one percenters,” he said.

Ms. Horne said she opposes taking more
money from people and putting it in the hands of
the state.  “The state doesn’t need any more
money; the state needs to spend less.”

Vermont is responsible for one-tenth of 1
percent of the country’s carbon, and that mostly
comes from vehicles that people are driving to get
to work, Mr. Starr said.  A proposal to enact a
carbon tax is a nonissue, he said, one he thinks
keeps cropping up largely to distract people from
real issues such as the economy and opiates. “We
shouldn’t be wasting our time.”

In closing, Ms. Horne emphasized that the
state is overspending in her view.  And, she said
that high schools need to have more vocational
programs.

“We can build a better Vermont,” she said,
while preserving the best of what already exists.

Mr. Starr noted that he’s served the area in
the Legislature for 30 years, and has significant
accomplishments.  For instance, the dairy
compact brought $150-million of nontaxpayer
money into the state, he said.  The Troy-Jay
sewer project, which allowed Jay Peak’s
expansion, got built.  The list goes on, he said.

At this point, he said, he has seniority in the
Legislature.  “And with seniority comes clout.”

He said he would feel bad to think that some
might believe he has not done a good job
representing their interests.  “I work hard at this
because I enjoy it.  I enjoy the job of getting it
done, the challenge of getting it done.”  He said
he also enjoys the service part of being a
legislator.

Working together, he and Senator Starr have
had many successes on behalf of the Northeast
Kingdom, Mr. Rodgers said.  He said he has, for
instance, prevented fees from being enacted, such
as a fee for having a manmade pond, which would
basically amount to a property tax increase.  

And one of the things he’s most proud of is
making it possible for Vermont brewers to sell 8
percent beer retail.  The craft beer business is
bringing billions into Vermont, Mr. Rodgers said.
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No support for proposed carbon tax
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Editor’s note:  Former Chronicle
reporter Nathalie Gagnon-Joseph
has friends and family in Haiti,
which was hit hard by Hurricane
Matthew.  She put together the
following report on conditions there
through phone calls and e-mails. 

by Nathalie Gagnon-Joseph

HAITI – Juvens Nazaire, 16, of
Les Cayes, Haiti, moved to Port-au-
Prince, the nation’s capital, after
Hurricane Matthew swept through
the south of the country during the
week of October 2, destroying entire
cities. 

Before coming to Port-au-Prince
about six days ago on a free bus to
stay with friends, Juvens slept in
the street for two weeks, and wasn’t
able to go to school since it was
destroyed along with the corrugated
roof hut he lived in.  Finding clean
water and food became difficult.

He lost everything, he said. 
Soon he will have to return to

care for his younger cousins who he
left with their grandmother, he said.

Hurricane Matthew was a
category four hurricane when its eye
hit the southwestern part of Haiti
early on October 4.  

A category four storm can
severely damage well-built homes,
rip off roofs, blow out walls, snap or
uproot trees, down power poles, and
make an entire area uninhabitable
for weeks or months.  

That’s certainly the case for
Haiti’s southern peninsula.  Jérémie
and Les Cayes, both cities on the
peninsula, were almost totally
destroyed.

Juvens is one of many Haitians
who will move, or have moved,
because of the storm and will rely
on friends and family to get by in
the coming months. 

Edner Alexandre owns an
accounting firm in the capital and
lives in Thomassin, just south of
Port-au-Prince, in the mountains.

He traveled to Les Cayes on
Saturday with his church to bring
clothes and food to people affected
by the storm.  

You can see from very far away
because there isn’t any more
vegetation, he said.  

He saw uprooted trees, and

destroyed plantations everywhere.  
Haiti is divided into

departments.  Ninety-five to 99
percent of the population in the Sud
and Grand’Anse departments,
where the hurricane hit hardest,
live off agriculture, Haiti’s Ministry
of Agriculture website says. 

With their livelihood destroyed,
people have nothing left to eat and
are living off of whatever aid can get
to them, Mr. Alexandre said.  

Les Cayes is devastated. Homes
are gone or flooded, and churches
are severely damaged or destroyed,
but Jérémie is worse off, he said.

While Mr. Alexandre and his
group managed it on Saturday,
getting to the affected area isn’t

easy. 
The bridge in Petit Goave, a

town on the way to Les Cayes, was
washed away, forcing people to
drive through the river to get to the
other side. The same water that
washed out the bridge a short while
ago barely reached halfway up Mr.
Alexandre’s car wheels on Saturday. 

The road is good now, Juvens
said. 

Apparently people piled gravel
and sand into the river to allow cars
to pass.

Technically October is the rainy
season, but besides the hurricane,
there hasn’t really been any rain,
which is a good thing.  While people
can cross the river at Petit Goave

now, if the rainy season starts in
earnest, that entire part of the
country will be cut off or be
extremely difficult to reach, Mr.
Alexandre said. 

Jérémie is located on the
western tip of the southern
peninsula, beyond Les Cayes, on the
other side of a mountain range,
making it even harder to get to.

Evens Paul is a friend of
Juden’s.  He was in the capital
when the storm hit at the beginning
of the week of October 2, but he has
family in Jacmel, on the southern
coast.

His family is doing well, he said.
Their house is still standing

because Jacmel is farther away from
where the center of the storm
passed, but they lost their entire
crop of bananas and corn. 

Haiti is a mountainous country,
which is why it isn’t usually hit too
hard by hurricanes, Mr. Alexandre
said.  

Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capital,
was spared the worst of the storm’s
effects.

Ann Valery Metellus slept
soundly in her Port-au-Prince home
as the storm hit Haiti’s southern
peninsula. 

“When I saw pictures and videos
of victims, I had so much pain
thinking that when I was peacefully
sleeping others where living their
last nights,” she said.  

“Port-au-Prince was lucky not to
get devastated by the hurricane,
since the winds and the rains were
not too strong here.” 

It was much the same in
Thomassin, where Mr. Alexandre
lives.  Only his front gate and power
lines sustained any damage because
the surrounding mountains protect
the town.  

The death toll is reportedly now
well over 1,000.  But that number is
expected to rise in the coming
months because of the storm’s
aftermath, specifically the spreading
of cholera.

The first cases of cholera in
Haiti were reported in October of
2010, just ten months after the
earthquake.

Many Haitian people have long
believed the United Nations (UN) to
be responsible for starting the
epidemic.  In August, the UN
admitted that the organization

How Haitians are surviving Matthew

(Continued on page seventeen.)

Juvens Nazaire, 16, had to move to Port-au-Prince after Hurricane Matthew to find
clean water. Photo by Evens Paul
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Registration is now open for the Vermont
Farm to School Conference taking place
November 2 and 3, at Lake Morey Resort in
Fairlee. 

The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets (VAAFM) and Vermont Food Education
Every Day (FEED), in partnership with the
Vermont Farm to School Network, will be
orchestrating this event designed to grow the
movement by gathering all members of the
Vermont farm to school community to share
knowledge, ideas, and inspiration.  

For more information and to register, visit:
www.vermontfarmtoschoolconference.org.   

The conference will bring together key
stakeholders in the farm to school program —
school administrators, teachers, farmers, food
service distributors, government officials, policy
makers, nonprofit partners, and students.
Anyone interested in the farm to school
movement is encouraged to attend.

The conference agenda will include 26
workshops led by national, regional, and local
leaders in the farm to school movement, including
two extended afternoon sessions on Wednesday,
November 2, focused on curriculum design and
storytelling.  National director of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm to
School Program Deborah J. Kane will address the
conference as keynote speaker on Thursday,
November 3.

Wednesday evening’s dinner celebration will
include a creative and delicious menu of local
foods including dishes prepared using Vermont-
grown beans.  Betti Wiggins, executive director of
the Detroit Public Schools Office of School
Nutrition, and a 25-year school nutrition veteran
will present “How F2S Made Me a Triple A
Threat” that evening.

The conference is one of 74 projects spanning
39 states receiving support this year from the

USDA Farm to School Program, an effort to
better connect school cafeterias and students with
local farmers and ranchers.

Studies have revealed a wealth of benefits
from farm to school activities.  Most notably,
students are choosing healthier food options both
at school and at home and have a new
appreciation and understanding of our agriculture
systems.  

Local farmers benefit from the increased
demand for their product, thus enriching the local
economy and reducing the carbon footprint of food
transportation.

“Farm to School programs are a vital tool we
can use to promote agricultural literacy in schools
so that, from an early age, students understand
the value of nutrition, develop healthy eating
habits, and appreciate where their food comes
from,” said Vermont Secretary of Agriculture,
Chuck Ross.  “This statewide conference is an

exciting opportunity for all members of Vermont’s
Farm to School network to put our heads together
to explore new, better ways to foster healthier
and more resilient children, communities, and
farms throughout Vermont.”

“Vermont is a leader in the national farm to
school movement with innovative programs
across the state supporting youth to eat healthier
and to connect with where their food comes from,”
said Betsy Rosenbluth, project director of
Vermont FEED.  “We are working towards
healthier kids, more viable farms, and stronger
community connections.  The conference is a
chance to share our best practices and to spread
farm to school to every community.”

To register, visit
www.vermontfarmtoschoolconference.org.  —
from the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food &
Markets.
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played a role in the initial outbreak, the New
York Times reported.

Cholera is a bacterial infection of the
intestine that is transmitted through water,
which can be contaminated by feces, among other
things.  

Most of Haiti’s population drinks well water
and spring water, Mr. Alexandre said.  

The storm flooded the land, mixing safe water
with infected water, and displacing people like
Juvens, as well as people already suffering from
cholera, increasing the chances that others might
get infected.  

Mr. Alexandre buys his water from a water
purification plant in Port-au-Prince.  He expects
the cost to increase now. 

Claudia Thomas Riché is a nurse in Haiti
working at the Centre Gheskio in Port-au-Prince. 

There are always more cholera cases when it
rains, she said. 

Right now there are 30 cases of diarrhea —
not necessarily cholera — in her Port-au-Prince
clinic, which isn’t unusual after a downpour.

There are a few cases, but nowhere near what
there was in 2010, 2011, and 2012, Ms. Riché
said.

The capital seems okay for now, but the
Haitian Ministry of Public Health declared a red
alert for cholera in the Sud and Grand’Anse
departments.

The hurricane hit other countries but they

weren’t as devastated.  That’s because Haitians
don’t build for the future, they build for now, Mr.
Paul said.

He believes the Haitian government should
impose stringent building regulations and codes.

“I deeply think that what Haiti really needs is
to focus on its infrastructure,” said Ms. Metellus.
“Haiti needs to build better.  Haiti needs to create
sustainable projects in order to be able to face any
natural disasters.”  

For now Haitians are focused on recovering
from the storm.  Ms. Metellus helped put together
care packages, Mr. Paul sent clothes, food, lamps,
and farming equipment to the places that need it
through the Operasyon Pote Kole organization,
and Helping Hands Bring Sunshine, an
organization for which Mr. Paul is the
coordinator, is feeding and lodging Juvens.

Ms. Riché heard that there are already new
buds on some of the leafless trees, so there’s hope.

contact Nathalie Gagnon-Joseph at
nat.gag.jo@gmail.com

Hardest hit areas cut off from aid
(Continued from page sixteen.)

Registration open for Farm to School conference
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by Paul Lefebvre

NEWPORT — A Newport
Center man is being held without
bail after pleading innocent to a
charge that he sexually assaulted a
woman on October 15 in North Troy.

At his arraignment here in
Orleans County Superior Court
Monday, Dalton Cote, 19, also
denied he had violated his
probationary conditions from a 2015
burglary, for which he received a
deferred sentence.

According to the affidavit of
Newport Detective Jennifer Harlow,
Mr. Cote drove the young woman to
Big Falls in North Troy and tried to
“get her to cuddle with him.”

When she refused, he allegedly
forced himself upon her and raped
her.  Later the same day, says the
affidavit, a friend of the woman
brought her to the hospital.

When interviewed by police at
his home on October 16, Mr. Cote
denied the charge and said that
after the woman called him, they
drove to Big Falls, where they
talked.

Mr. Cote also told police, the
affidavit continues, that this was
not the first time he had been
accused of rape.

In support of the charge, police
say they have a recording of the
rape while it was going on inside
the car.  Police allegedly received
the recording from the victim.

A Derby man accused of driving
his truck into a compact car
containing a woman friend is facing
six charges arising out of the
September 3 incident on Route 5 in
Derby.

Travis Bartley, 30, was released
on conditions after pleading
innocent to felony charges of
unlawful mischief, two charges of
aggravated domestic assault with a
weapon, and a second-degree
domestic assault.  Mr. Bartley also
pled innocent to two misdemeanors
of reckless operation with a vehicle
and violating an abuse prevention
order, arising from the same
incident as the felonies.

State Police Trooper Callie Field
said in her affidavit that a male
caller told police that Mr. Bartley

had intentionally driven into his car
while he was parked on Main Street
after giving a woman a ride to pick
up her vehicle.

According to the affidavit, Mr.
Bartley pulled out of his driveway
and fishtailed up the highway
before crossing the center line and
crashing into the front end of the
small Subaru compact.

Immediately after impact, the
affidavit continues, the defendant
struck the car’s windshield with a
long metal length of pipe, damaging
the roof and nearly striking the
woman in the face.

Police report that a body shop
estimates damages to the car at
$2,341.

Police further note that Mr.
Bartley received a final relief from
abuse order on May 17 of this year.

Kathy Staples, 46, of Newport
changed her pleas to guilty to two
related charges of simple assault
and a third charge of unlawful
trespass.

Judge Howard VanBenthuysen
accepted the terms of a plea
agreement and handed out a
suspended sentence of one to three
years

Special conditions of probation
require her to enter residential
treatment if deemed necessary by
her probation officer, who may also
impose a curfew while the sentence
is in execution.

Newport Patrolman George
Butler said in his affidavit that
police cited Ms. Staples after she
entered an Oak Street residence on
September 18, 2015, and became
involved in family fight with the
tenant and her sister.

During the altercation, Ms.
Staples repeatedly insisted that she
was the legal tenant, according to
the affidavit.

Police note that alcohol was a
factor in the fight and that Ms.
Staples had to be placed in
restraints before being transported.

A sentence of home confinement

Jaimey Dyer, 31, of North Troy,
was sentenced to serve one to three
years, all suspended except for six
months of home confinement, after
she pled guilty to one felony charge
for the sale of heroin, and one
misdemeanor charge of
embezzlement, stemming from a
separate incident.

According to an affidavit filed by
Detective Trooper Cassandra
Herbes, the heroin charge arose
from an investigation by the
Vermont Drug Task Force.  On
August 12, 2015, Ms. Dyer met with
a cooperating individual in Newport
and sold her ten bags of a substance
said to be heroin for a price of $150.
Field tests at the scene detected the
presence of opiates in the substance,
which testing by the Vermont
Forensics Laboratory later
confirmed to be heroin.  Each of the
ten bags is alleged to have weighed
about 31.5 milligrams. 

Ms. Dyer also pled guilty to a
misdemeanor charge of
embezzlement of less than $100,
which had been reduced from a
charge of felony embezzlement.  

Trooper Amy Borsari alleged in
her affidavit that on November 9,

2015, Thomas Howell, the director
of safety and security at Jay Peak
Resort contacted the Vermont State
Police regarding suspicious cash
handling practices by an employee
of Mountain Dick’s Pizzeria at the
resort.  Trooper Borsari stated that
Mr. Howell provided video
surveillance and other evidence
indicating that Ms. Dyer, who was
an employee of the restaurant at the
time, had likely diverted a total of
$1,161 over the course of several
shifts.

As part of the sentence, Ms.
Dyer was placed on probation with
conditions for three years, and must
also pay $1,000 in restitution to Jay
Peak and $147 in surcharges.

Domestic cases resolved

The court placed Maxwell Bly,
36, of Newport on probation for
three years after he pled guilty to a
felony charge of aggravated
domestic assault.

The probationary sentence
stems from an underlying sentence
of two to seven years.

While on probation, Mr. Bly
must comply with a lengthy list of
conditions specially tailored for
those convicted of felony domestic
crimes.  Among them are counseling
requirements and a prohibition
against drinking or possessing
firearms. 

Newport Patrolman Tanner
Jacobs said police cited Mr. Bly for
choking and slamming a woman’s
head against the wall of a city
apartment on October 31, 2015.

Court records indicated that Mr.
Bly was convicted on a domestic
assault charge in 2003.

Marc Hamel Jr., 35, of Newport
was sentenced to serve a split
sentence of 12 months to five years
in a plea agreement that covered six
charges of violating an abuse
prevention order and five charges of
violating conditions of release, along
with a single felony of aggravated
domestic assault.

Mr. Hamel pled guilty to all of
the charges, except for a single
violation of court conditions, which
the state dismissed.

According to an affidavit from
Trooper Robert Helm, police cited
Mr. Hamel on December 3, 2015, for
knocking a woman down in an
Orleans residence while she was
holding their five-month-old son.

The charge was brought as a
felony because Mr. Hamel had a
prior domestic assault conviction in
2014, according to court records.

The six charges of violating an
abuse prevention order date from
April 29 to May 10.  On those
occasions, the defendant repeatedly
texted and threatened a woman at
her residence.

The four charges of violating
court conditions of release also
occurred in Newport over the same
span of time.

According to a note in the court
files, Mr. Hamel will receive credit
for 154 days served.

Barry Donaldson, 59, of
Newport will serve eight to 24
months, with credit for time already
served as the result of a court
approved plea agreement.

In Superior Court 

No bail for rape suspect

(Continued on page nineteen.)
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Mr. Donaldson pled no contest to three
charges of violating an abuse prevention order
and to a single charge of violating conditions of
release.

If the defendant serves his sentence without
incurring any violation, a $147 surcharge will be
forgiven.

Charges in the three cases go back to 2015
when Mr. Donaldson violated a court order on
October 31 to stay 300 feet away from a Newport
residence, according to Patrolman Corey
Marcoux’s affidavit.

On February 2 of this year, the same officer
cited him with the same offense along with a
second charge of violating court conditions of
release when he got too close to the same
residence.

A third charge of violating an abuse
prevention order stemmed from a December 15,
2015, incident when he rode a bicycle closer than
300 feet to the same Newport residence on Third
Street, according to an affidavit from Patrolman
Jesse Testut.

The State’s Attorney’s office dismissed a
domestic assault charge after Renee Martin, 45,
of Albany pled guilty to interfering with access to
emergency services.  He was given a suspended
sentence of four to eight months.

In return for the sentence, Mr. Martin will be
required to testify at another defendant’s trial,
according to court records.

According to an affidavit from Trooper Field,
the charges stem from a family altercation on
October 15, 2015, in Craftsbury.

Credit for time served

In a plea agreement that saw the state
dismiss two charges of violating an abuse
prevention order, Matthew Manzi, 32, of Derby
pled guilty to a variety of remaining charges.

For convictions on a felony charge of driving
while under the influence of alcohol (DUI),
domestic assault, two charges of violating court
conditions of release, and charges of violating two
abuse prevention orders, he was ordered to serve
45 days out of an underlying sentence of 18
months to five years.

The court granted him credit for time served.
The only felony charge in the mix, Mr. Manzi

was cited for DUI on September 25, 2015, after
Deputy Sheriff James LeClair stopped him for
running a red light, speeding, and crossing the
center line on Route 5 in Derby.

On the domestic assault conviction, a
misdemeanor, Trooper Debra Munson said in her
affidavit that police cited Mr. Manzi on April 30
after a Derby woman accused him of hitting her
and throwing her downstairs.

Police also cited him at the same time for
violating a court order to abstain from alcohol.

On July 13 Mr. Manzi violated an abuse

prevention order and a court condition of release
by e-mailing a woman in Derby, according to an
affidavit from Trooper Jeff Ferrier.

And on a second charge of violating an abuse
prevention order, Newport Patrolman Michael
Chappell said he cited the defendant for placing a
Father’s Day card under the windshield wiper of
a parked car on April 5 belonging to the woman
who took out the abuse order against him.

While on probation, Mr. Manzi must comply
with a lengthy list of conditions that are routinely
imposed on domestic assault offenders.

The conditions in his case include mental
health screening and counseling, no contact with
the woman involved in the case and obeying
Family Court orders.

Misdemeanor cases resolved

Dana Davis, 33, of Glover will serve up to 30
days in the community and pay $541 in
surcharges for pleading guilty to two DLS charges
and for violating court conditions of release.

After striking an agreement with the state, he
pled guilty to all three pending charges.

On the latest DLS charge, Deputy Sheriff
Jonathan MacFarlane said he cited Mr. Davis on
July 27 in Barton after recognizing him as
someone whose license had been suspended.

On the remaining two convictions, Trooper
Munson said that while pulling over a Ford SUV
for missing a front plate on July 17 in Irasburg,
she observed the driver change seats with his
passenger.

When confronted by the trooper, Mr. Davis
allegedly replied he didn’t think she had seen him
climb into the back seat.

A 33-year-old Orleans woman who tried to
outrun police wearing a pair of flip-flops, changed
her plea to guilty to a misdemeanor charge of
retail theft and to two separate counts of petty
larceny.

As the result of a court approved plea
agreement, Cassie Kowalski received credit for
serving up to a 30-day sentence, and was ordered
to appear before the Community Reparative
Board.

Newport Patrolman Nicholas Rivers said the
law caught up with Ms. Kowalski when a Family

Dollar clerk identified her as the person who stole
$13.50 worth of merchandise from the Newport
store on June 30, 2015.

Ms. Kowalski allegedly bolted from the store
when caught shoplifting.

On the two petty larceny convictions, a
surveillance camera caught Ms. Kowalski stealing
two packs of cigarettes from Thibault’s Market in
Orleans on November 4, 2015.  Fives days later
she appeared on camera again, taking a $1.79 pet
snack, according to an affidavit from Trooper
Erika Lavallee.

For violating conditions of her release, Ashley
Montague, 31, of Newport was ordered to serve
up to 20 days working in the community.  If she
fails to show up for work, she will serve the
sentence in jail.

Trooper Mark Pohlman said he cited Ms.
Montague when he pulled over a black Dodge on
July 30 in Barton for failing to display a turn
signal.

Misdemeanors

Among those pleading innocent to
misdemeanors were:

Christopher Govoni, 25, of Derby to DUI on
September 18 in Derby;

Try Lalime, 21, of Newport to violating
conditions of release on September 12 in Newport;

George Weber, 68, of Island Pond to DUI on
September 24 in Charleston;

Bradford Earnest, 43, of North Troy to
disorderly conduct on August 21 in Barton;

Matthew Thompson, 28, of Cabot to two
charges of impersonating an officer and
disturbing the peace on March 4 in Hardwick;

Michael Gonzalez, 27, of Burlington to DLS
on September 8 in Irasburg; and

Nicholas Blake, 27, of North Troy to reckless
endangerment on October 31, 2015, in North
Troy.

Reporter Brad Usatch contributed to this
story.

contact Paul Lefebvre at
paul@bartonchronicle.com

The Newport Area Community Orchestra has
openings for oboe, violin, viola, cello, and string
bass.  The orchestra is a growing and well-
established group of musicians located in the
Northeast Kingdom.  

The orchestra plays two concerts each year,
one in the fall and one in the spring.  Rehearsals

are on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
the First Universalist Parish in Derby Line.

For more information, please call 766-3021 or
visit the website at
www.newportareacommunityorchestra.org.  —
submitted by Ken Michelli.

Orchestra looking for musicians

Craftsbury, Albany, Greensboro,  Glover, Sheffield, Wheelock, Barton, and Orleans.

E-mail: FrankforVTHouse@gmail.com        Facebook: Frank Huard for State Representative
Paid for and authorized by Frank Huard for State House

HUARD
for STATE REPRESENTATIVE

FRANKVOTE
R FRANK HUARD

Frank Huard will:
• support sustainable budgets
• support cutting spending
• support economic development for small 
businesses and entrepreneurs

White Cedar Log Homes
& Log Siding

Rough & Finished White Cedar Lumber
• Decking • T+V Groove • Shiplap

• Square Edge
Perma-Chink Products for Log Homes

GOODRIDGE LUMBER INC.

The Log Home Care &
Maintenance Authority™

Bailey-Hazen Road • Route 14
Albany, Vermont

802-755-6298
Superior Cedar Products & Services Since 1974.

www.goodridgelumber.com
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Derby man accused of ramming car
(Continued from page eighteen.)
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expect in view of the fact that one is a progressive
Democrat, the other a conservative Republican.  

Neither likes Act 46 or the current siting
process for renewable energy projects.  The two
didn’t even clash on gun control.  They did differ
on legalizing marijuana and their views of the
most pressing issues in the district, which
includes Lowell, Westfield, Jay, Eden and part of
Troy. 

In her opening statement, Ms. Sims said that
when she was eight years old she got to see
Vermont’s first female Governor, Madeleine
Kunin.  She remembers that as a powerful
experience, seeing a woman as head of the state.
She also touted her business acumen at Green
Mountain Farm-to-School, which she founded ten
years ago and which has brought millions in sales
to local farmers, as well as education about food,
nutrition, and agriculture to hundreds of school
children.

“I’m ready to take my passion for making a
difference to Montpelier,” she said.  “I’m running
because I think we deserve better.”

Mr. Higley said that, as a kid, he hunted and
fished, he’s worked on a dairy farm, he was in the
Seabees (the U.S. Naval Construction Force) and
when he was discharged, he started his own
contracting business.  He’s served on the
Agriculture Advisory Committee in Brattleboro.
He’s raised beef and horses and made maple
syrup.  He’s worked on the town road crew.  He
said one of his big concerns is Vermont’s budget,
which, year after year, increases faster than the
state’s revenue.  And Vermont needs to be more
business friendly, he said.

Asked what they believe the three priorities
for their district are, Mr. Higley named the
budget, regulation, and taxes, which are all
linked, he said, as his first priority.  Health care
is second.  “I’ve asked that we move to the federal

exchange,” he said.  “It can be done.”  The third
priority is addressing the state’s problem with
opiate addiction.  

As everyone knows, one of the consequences
of opiate addiction has been an increase in break-
ins, Mr. Higley said.  “It’s created fear in the
community.  We have to get a handle on that.”  

And the opiate problem stems back to the
economy, he asserted.  In a more thriving
economy, more people would be gainfully
employed and less likely to buy and sell drugs.

Ms. Sims said her priorities would be
reducing property taxes, growing the economy,
and coming up with a better process for siting
renewable energy projects.  

In the interests of fitting more questions into
the debate, Ms. Sims tended to keep her answers
on the brief side.

Neither candidate likes Act 46, which is
aimed at forcing schools to consolidate
governance.  Mr. Higley said he voted against it.
Act 46 was not a partisan bill, he said.  Rather, it
was urban versus rural.  It does not make sense
to create a single district out of, say, the North
Country Supervisory Union, where the district

would stretch from Island Pond to Lowell, he
said.  He said he expects changes will be made to
the measure in the upcoming legislative session,
one of them hopefully being more clarity about,
and generosity with, school choice.

Ms. Sims noted that although schools are, in
general, struggling with rising costs and low
enrollment, she does not think that Montpelier
should impose a one-size-fits-all plan on
communities.  What might work for one area of
the state could be a very bad idea for another.
The state should support local school boards,
rather than push unwieldy legislation, she said.

Mr. Higley said he has not made up his mind
yet if he will vote for Donald Trump for President.
“I’m not supporting Hillary Clinton, for sure, but
it will be hard to put a check by Trump’s name.”
He urged people to not be disheartened by their
choices for President this year, and to get out and
vote anyway.

“I’m not happy about either of the choices,” Ms.
Sims said.  “Like many Vermonters I will be writing
in Bernie’s name.  Enough of the status quo.”

Higley, Sims agree on Act 46, energy siting
(Continued from page one.)

(Continued on page twenty-one.)

Pictured, from left to right, are moderator Tod Pronto, Katherine Sims, and Mark Higley.           Photo by Tena Starr



the Chronicle, October 19, 2016 Page Twenty-one

Neither candidate is satisfied with the state’s
process for siting renewable energy projects,
which allows communities little power. 

“I think it’s important we move forward with
renewables,” Ms. Sims said.  But, she added,
many of the projects are developer driven.  She
said she would be a strong advocate for
transparency and a strong voice for the
community having a say.  She would also like to
see the state step back from its rush to
renewables and come up with a thoughtful and
comprehensive energy plan. 

Mr. Higley noted that the Legislature did
pass a siting bill, but it falls short of what he
would have liked.  “It’s important that cities and
towns have their say about where and how,” he
said. 

When it came to discussing Vermont’s
business climate and economy, Mr. Higley made
it clear that’s the issue that deeply concerns, and
clearly, frustrates him.  

Year after year, more regulations, fees, and
taxes are thrown at Vermonters and their
businesses, he said.  He said he believes that
Vermont is forty-third in the country when it
comes to being business friendly.  

“Businesses are telling me they need a
breather,” he said.  “They need a time out so they
can plan for the future.”

Health care costs, a proposed carbon tax, a
higher minimum wage, paid sick leave, and the
never ending stream of fees and regulations all
make it harder for small businesses to survive,
much less thrive, Mr. Higley said.  They’re
detrimental to existing business as well as those
that might be inclined to come to Vermont. 

Ms. Sims said small businesses are the heart
of Vermont.  She pointed to businesses like Ben
and Jerry’s and Gardeners Supply, which started
out as small businesses and are now national
names.  

Business development can’t thrive, however,
without access to reliable cell service and
Internet, which the Northeast Kingdom and other
rural parts of the state do not have, she said. 

“Connectivity is crucial.  Business in this day
and age cannot compete without access to cell
service and the Internet.”

A related question asked about budget
making.  Would the candidates tailor the budget
to the amount of money available, or would they
establish needs then raise the money necessary to
meet them? 

“A little bit of both,” Ms. Sims said.  The
economy is growing by about 2 percent a year,
while the budget is growing by about 5 percent,
she said.  

She said she ran a business and knows all
about having to make a budget work.  She said
she would look for ways to streamline services
and make them more effective, for one thing.  She
would also look at growing the economy, job
training, and marketing Vermont as a destination
to draw more people to the state and expand the
tax base.  

She reiterated that one of her top priorities is
reducing the property tax burden.  The well-to-do
are paying a far smaller percentage of their
income on property taxes than those less well off,
Ms. Sims said.  If everyone paid their fair share,
property taxes would go down for most people,
she said. 

And money can be saved by not rushing into
things, such as Vermont Health Connect, she
said.  Vermont Health Connect has proven to be
an expensive nightmare.

Unlike her opponent, she would not just vote
no on the budget, she said.

Mr. Higley said he wishes he could vote for
the state budget, but he can’t support 5 percent
increases with 2.2 percent growth in revenue.
Consistently, that kind of budget leads to a big
package of new fees and taxes to make up the
shortfall, he said.  And often cuts that don’t make
sense to him.  “We have to look at what is
actually coming in.”

The fees the state charges to raise money to
cover its overspending are badly hurting

Vermont, Mr. Higley said.  He named several
cases where big fees had been charged, including
$30,000 in permit fees charged for the installation
of commercial grain silos in Barton, a project that
was welcome. 

“We have to stop this sort of thing, he said.
“We have to support the businesses that are here
and encourage others to come in to increase the
tax base.”

Regarding childcare, Ms. Sims said affordable
childcare is essential.  She said she does support
increasing state help for struggling, working
parents while at the same time ensuring that
providers make a living wage.  

Mr. Higley said he agrees with the
importance of the matter.  “But how are we going
to pay for it?” he wondered.  State Auditor Doug
Hoffer has come up with inefficiencies that could

help, he said.  For instance, Mr. Hoffer issued a
report in September saying that Vermont had
paid about 1,000 fraudulent welfare claims,
amounting to $1.8-million. 

Also, Mr. Higley said, it’s hard to keep good
people as childcare providers because it’s such a
heavily regulated profession with mandates
similar to those that apply to public school
teachers.  

“Hopefully, efficiencies can be found.”
When it came to a question about gun control,

Mr. Higley said he grew up in Vermont and
believes the current laws are adequate.  

Ms. Sims said she supports the Second
Amendment.  “I don’t think we need any
changes.” 

On marijuana, Ms. Sims said that pot is
currently an underground market, but if
legalized, it could be regulated, which would help
keep people safe and raise a significant amount of
money for state coffers.  

Legalizing and regulating cannabis should be
explored, she said.  The experience of other states
should be looked at, and the best model possible
be fashioned for Vermont.  

Mr. Higley said many people have told him
they are opposed to legalizing marijuana.  “I
believe it might eventually be legalized, but boy,
we’ve got a long way to go.”

HEY KIDS! HERE’S SOMETHING 
JUST FOR YOU!

the Chronicle

Sims to write in Bernie, Higley opposes Clinton
(Continued from page twenty.)

“I would not support any
legislation that would

disproportionately affect
rural communities.”
— Katherine Sims

(Continued on page thirty-two.)



Besides the newscasts — an up-to-date take
on the traditional science report — the students
do a lot of hands-on science.

They baked cookies to practice using metric
measurements, with a few physics concepts thrown
in for good measure.  Last week, they pickled
green tomatoes.  It was, in part, an attempt to
salvage the school’s tomato crop from frost, but it
was also a chance to learn some chemistry.  

And they tried to make edible water bottles to
save plastic — and oil. 

Seventh-graders Reggie Shatney and Ashley
Powell can rattle off the chemicals they combined
to make what look like clear rubbery bubbles with
water in the center.

In theory, people could carry the bubbles in
their pockets and just pop one into their mouths
when they needed a drink, Reggie said.

But when that didn’t work as well as they’d
hoped, the students got involved in getting a
grant to buy recyclable metal water bottles for
every child in the school — and a dispenser that
filters tap water.  

Last year Albany Community School used
17,000 bottles of water.  And every bottle takes
several tablespoons of oil to make.

This year the students are tracking how much
water people are putting in their reusable bottles.
So far it’s been around 900 gallons.  At the end of
the year, they’ll calculate how much oil the school
saved.  

The path to the science teacher award started
when Ms. Jolly wanted LEGO science kits for her
classes. 

The kits are not your mother’s LEGOs.  
The models kids make with the specialized

building components test scientific ideas and force
students to work out solutions to problems.  The
kits are designed to integrate with the new
Common Core science standards.  Some of the
projects even integrate with computer software.   

“We’re so fortunate as teachers today that
there are endless ways for students to learn,” Ms.
Jolly said.

Of course, the kits are expensive — about
$2,400 for a classroom of eight.

So Ms. Jolly sent a grant proposal to VASE.  
She got the money and not long after that,

the LEGO kits. 
Then she sent VASE a YouTube video she

made showing her students solving problems with
their LEGO models.

She was cordially invited to apply for an
award for her teaching.

School Principal Todd Rivver was happy to
nominate her. 

“When you come into her classroom, you know
you’re going to do something — make, create,
build, take apart,” he said on Monday.  

The idea of hands-on learning is a little trite,
Mr. Rivver said.  The real trick is for a teacher to
combine the hands-on experiences with theory
and fact in a way that leaves students with a real
understanding of the why and how of what
they’ve learned.

“I wish she’d been my science teacher,” he said. 
The LEGO projects give students science and

engineering problems to solve.
But it’s taught the kids a lot more, Ms. Jolly

said.
There’s a skill to building in three-dimensions

from two-dimensional instructions like the
pictures in the project manuals.

(Continued on page twenty-three.)
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Grants bring LEGOs, water bottles to Albany
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(Continued from page one.)

Science teacher Megan Jolly with the seventh-grade class at Albany Community School in front of the green cloth
the class uses to make its science-related newscasts.  Making a video in front of a green screen lets the students
add graphics to the background later.  Standing in the back row, from left to right, are Ashley Powell, Ms. Jolly,
Reggie Shatney III and Lucy Sukkaew.  Seated at the table are Caitlind Kelley and Naomi Young. 

Photo by Elizabeth Trail



Students work in pairs — in fact, each project
encourages collaboration by having partners
critique each other’s efforts and then switch
models for the next phase where they rebuild and
improve.

Ms. Jolly paired strong model makers — kids
who have built things at home — with others who
had never done it before.  And she saw both sides
learn from each other as they went along.

“There’s a huge need to develop engineers,”
she said.  “We have so many problems, and we
need people to develop solutions.”

If her students learn just one thing, it’s that
every problem has a solution, and probably more
than one.  It’s just a matter of figuring it out. 

Ms. Jolly’s seventh-graders seem to
appreciate what they have in their teacher.

“When I lived in Seattle, my teachers would
just hand us a packet and say:  Learn this,” Lucy
Sukkeaw said.  “She’s fun, energetic, and hands-
on.”

Naomi Young said she finds Ms. Jolly funny
and crazy.  “If you’re mad or upset, this is a good
place to go.”

Caitlind Kelley appreciates the hands-on style
of learning in Ms. Jolly’s classroom and the
chance to choose her own activities.

She, too, mentioned Ms. Jolly’s enthusiasm
and level of energy.  

“She’s way more enthusiastic — and way
louder — than teachers I’ve had before,” she said. 

Ms. Jolly encountered a gender gap when she
started teaching with the LEGO kits.  Girls came
to the table with less experience at hands-on
building.

“We still have gender stereotypes in how girls
are raised,” Ms. Jolly said. 

But the girls quickly caught on and caught up.
The girls in Ms. Jolly’s seventh-grade class

don’t seem to see any gender-based boundaries in
their futures, though none of them mentioned
engineering as a goal.  

Caitlind wants to be a veterinarian.  Naomi
wants to be a math teacher.  Lucy has wanted at
various times to be an astronaut, an astronomer,
and a 9-1-1 dispatcher.

And Ashley wants to be a teacher.  
“Probably a science teacher like Ms. Jolly,”

she said.

After graduating from the University of
Maine at Orono, Ms. Jolly worked as a field
biologist for a few years.  

But when life brought her to Vermont, she
decided to go to Johnson State College for a
graduate degree in education.  

Becoming the teacher she is now comes from
a lot of good mentoring, Ms. Jolly said.

After teaching at Stowe and Walden, where
she had good mentors, she had a chance to co-
teach with an experienced science teacher at
Lamoille Union Middle School for four years.  She
found the opportunity strengthened her teaching
enormously.

“The content itself is pretty easy to master,”
she said.  “You need years of working with a
mentor to become a good teacher.”

Starting out actually working as a scientist
didn’t hurt either, though she didn’t find being a
field biologist feasible as a full-time career.

Her adventures with the bears, and living on

a three-acre island in the Atlantic off the coast of
Maine studying seabirds, has given her plenty of
stories to tell her students.  

There were three people on Seabird Island for
three months at a time with no phones, no
anything, she said.

“It was kind of like a mini-season of
Survivor,” she said.

But it was also about living in a nonhuman
world — being, for once, a minority species in the
middle of a breeding ground of millions of
endangered terns and puffins. 

“The kids are like, wow, Ms. Jolly,” she said.  
“But the bigger lesson is this:  Those places

will not exist in the future if we don’t instill a
love of the natural world now.”

Albany Community School, with its 50-acre
campus, has its own nature trails right out the
back door.  

And kids have a regular chance to get into the
outdoors year-round with mountain biking,
snowboarding, ice skating, and other activities.

“Mountain biking might not seem like a
nature activity,” Ms. Jolly said.  “But it’s getting
kids outdoors and learning to use their bodies.”

Biking on an obstacle course involves split-
second decision making and problem solving, she
said.  And she believes when kids solve a
problem, or do something they are afraid to do,
they come out of it with a sense of
accomplishment that they can turn to when they
face other challenges.

“This school is so invested in our kids,” she
said, giving Mr. Rivver a lot of the credit for
Albany school’s positive atmosphere.

“There’s a huge need to
develop engineers,”

Ms. Jolly said. “We have
so many problems,

and we need people to
develop solutions.”
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“She’s fun, energetic and hands-on,” student says
(Continued from page twenty-two.)
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Honda Generator — Get Prepared 

Now Before The Storm Arrives!

Be Prepared.
Choose Honda.

EU3000is
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EU7000is

$4,499.95

$2,329.95

$2,429.95

$2,599.95
Handi EU3000i

EM5000SX

Be Prepared.
Choose Honda.
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Nothing Says Security Like A 
Honda Generator — Get Prepared 

Now Before The Storm Arrives!

Be Prepared.
Choose Honda.

Nothing says
security like a

Honda Generator.
Get prepared now
before the storm

arrives!

EU3000is

†

†

†

†

EU7000is

$4,499.95

$2,329.95

$2,429.95

$2,599.95
Handi EU3000i

EM5000SX

Be Prepared.
Choose Honda.

†Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price. Please read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment and never use in an enclosed 
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Nothing Says Security Like A 
Honda Generator — Get Prepared 

Now Before The Storm Arrives!

Be Prepared.
Choose Honda.

MANY OTHER HONDA GENERATOR MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM!

EU3000is
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†

†

†

EU7000is

$4,499.95

$2,329.95

$2,429.95

$2,599.95
Handi EU3000i

EM5000SX

Be Prepared.
Choose Honda.
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or partially enclosed area where you could be exposed to odorless, poisonous carbon monoxide. Connection of a generator to house power requires a 
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Nothing Says Security Like A 
Honda Generator — Get Prepared 

Now Before The Storm Arrives!

Be Prepared.
Choose Honda.

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

NORTHEAST FARM SALES & SERVICE, INC.
4497 Route 5, Coventry Rd., Irasburg, VT

(802) 754-8853 • www.nefsvt.com
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Cooler temps are coming! Let these area businesses help you button up
your home, car, pets, and even yourself for long winter months ahead.

It’s coming...

Are you prepared?



64 Back/Center Rd.,
Lyndonville, VT

802-626-3273

4584 U.S. Route 5
(next to McDonald’s)

Derby, VT
802-334-5616

20 Central St., 
Woodsville, NH

603-747-3202

296 Meadow Street
(next to Burger King)
Littleton, NH
603-444-2033

www.modernfurniturevt.com

Modern Furniture
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-5, Fri. 8:30-6, Sat. 8:30-5, Sun. 10-4.

Get ready for the cold weather...

Sofas starting at $399
Over 100 sofas & sectionals in stock.

Or, if you don’t like what you see on
the floor, you can special order a sofa
with over 400 fabrics to choose from! 

BUTTON UP FOR WINTER!
Get ready for winter with help

from these area businesses!

54 Coventry St.,
Newport, VT
334-8370

Open 7 days a week,
7 a.m.–8 p.m.

We are your Heating Headquarters!
There’s more than one way to heat a house...We have...

RICE COAL • NUT COAL • STOVE COAL 
WOOD PELLETS • PROPANE • KEROSENE

OFF-ROAD DIESEL • BIOBRICKS
We have all the coal you need!

Proudly
made in
the USA.

Stocking dealer.

WE CAN
SPECIAL
ORDER!

Keystoker A-120
Coal Furnace

Come check it out!

Big Plow Performance for Half-Ton Pickups
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CHAMPLAIN VALLEY EQUIPMENT
“Growing to meet your needs!”
2108 Rte 5, Derby, VT 05829

(802)766-2400
www.ChamplainValleyEquipment.com

Polycaster & Steelcaster
ELECTRIC SANDERS 

In Stock Now!

FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS

5072 U.S. Rte. 5, Newport, VT • (802) 334-2395 • www.ReviveSkinSpaLLC.com

Salon C’est
Beau

Flawless for Fall ...
Peel season is finally here!

Book your free consultation.
Ask us how we can correct dark spots, acne, and rebuild collagen.

~ SPECIALS ~
Pumpkin Peel – Get a radiant glow for $35 or add the peel to any facial for $15.

Get a free product sample with any Color Service!
Get a free product with any Clarifying Facial!

Free Scalp Massage with any haircut, color, or facial!

Ready for relaxation? Cozy up with complimentary herbal tea or coffee while
enjoying one of our many spa packages! Services could include manicure, pedicure

(we have two pedicure chairs), facial, massage, haircut and blow out, color,
highlights, and paraffin treatment for dry hands or feet.

CLOTHING CO.
802-472-5334 •  HARDWICK, VT
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-4:30

STOREWIDE SHOE SALE
30% OFF ON NON-SALE FOOTWEAR!

...and many more brands!

HARDWICK BOOTS
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$26995

252 Quarry Rd., Derby
(In back of McDonald’s, just

before Sticks & Stuff)

(802) 334-7530

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30,
Saturday 9-1, Closed Sunday.

www.autooutfittersvt.com

CAR STARTERS

Starting at

• Graphics
• Auto Accessories
• Trailer Sales

Call us for all your tire needs!

Mount & Balance:  
$999

per tire

For most Ford, GM, and Chrysler vehicles. Call for pricing on others.

Let F+M Repairs store your power equipment
this winter and have it ready for spring with the
F+M Repairs Winter Storage Program.

Get Your Chainsaw & Space Heater
Ready for Winter, Too!

Lawn Mowers
& Tillers

$3995

Snow Blower
Tune-up Special:

Change oil & spark plug,
grease it up, check belts &

pulleys, check tire pressure.

All prices plus tax.

PICKUP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE! 
CALL TO RESERVE: 334-1711
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS.

We’ll do just about everything you’re supposed to
do to keep your mower or tiller in the best possible

condition, including:

*Plugs, filters and parts extra. Additional charge made for work other than that specified above.
Internal engine work or carburetor tear down performed only at customer request.

Adrian Fortin  •  Hours: Mon.–Fri., 8–5:30; Sat., 8–noon.

• Storage for the winter • oil change • spark plug(s)* 
• blade sharpening • blade balance • scrape &

clean deck • lubricate wheel bushing and grease 
• add stabilizer • clean cooling fins 

• adjust carburetor (if needed)
• check & fill battery (charge if needed) 

• tighten blade hubs, check belts • tighten engine bolts 
• check tire pressure • clean air filter*

Winter Storage Program

STARTING
AT

451 Union Street 
Newport, VT

334-1711

www.fandmrepairs.com

F&M Repairs

SNOW 
BLOWERS
IN STOCK & ON SALE 

NOW!

Lawn & Garden
Tractors, 10 hp & up

$65STARTING
AT

Co
untr

yside Auto Service

2387 Lake Rd.
Newport, VT

Floyd D. Kelley,
Owner

General mechanics for cars & light trucks
Small engine repair • Tires • ATV accessories

802-334-4600
E-mail: carloss692001@yahoo.com

Winter tire season is
around the corner!

BRING THE
PARTY INSIDE!Degre Auction House

Booking Now!
50’x80’ room available for your

private functions. Catering available!

DEGRE AUCTION HOUSE
1571 RTE. 100, WESTFIELD, VT

802-744-2427

Kingdom Canine Center

738 Lynburke Road
Lyndonville, VT 05851
802-274-6033

www.kingdomcaninecenter.com

•  Grooming •  Boarding •  Manners & Agility Training

WALK-IN
NAIL TRIMS
WELCOME!

FOR SALE OR RENT:

STORAGE 
CONTAINERS
20’ & 40’ & 40’ HIGH CUBE,

USED & NEW 
STARTING AT $2,500. 

EQUIP.

2400 Route 5, Derby, VT  (Jct. of Rte. 5 & Beebe Rd.)
802-766-5060 • We Deliver Anything, Anywhere!

www.moesequip.com

WE DELIVER!
CALL FOR RENTAL RATES.

#10 INSPECTION DUE! LARRY LEFAIVRE, OWNER

BURKE VIEW GARAGE, INC.
Rte. 114, Lyndonville, VT 05851 • (802) 626-3282

It’s that time of year! Get your tires, anti-freeze, and
batteries checked out and order your winter tires!

Jonsered Chainsaw DRAG-IT-IN SALE!
Bring in your old saw, RUNNING
OR NOT, and it’s worth a $50 to
$100 trade-in towards a new
Jonsered chainsaw.
All saws must be complete &
without any broken parts.

Example: Jonsered Model #CS2260
MSRP: $749.95
Trade: $100.00
Final: $649.95 + tax

DRIVER’S OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE MEET

1323 VT Rte. 105, West Charleston, VT • Phone & Fax: (802) 895-4422
BUSINESS HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.: 8 a.m. till noon.

HAIR DESIGN
by Heather525-9802

Fall Sale!10% off a chemical service
for the month of October!

Located at 86 Church St., Barton
Formerly IONE’S BEAUTY SHOP

BUTTON UP FOR WINTER!
Cooler temps are coming! Let these area businesses help you button up
your home, car, pets, and even yourself for long winter months ahead.

���
�����
�����������
������	�

REMOTE STARTERS

We also have:
• Alignments • Cruise Control  • Heated Seats 

• Winter Tire Service • Free With Any Service Pre Winter
Dac-Tac Battery Test

Get up to $9
Mail-In Rebate
(See store for details)

*New ConVerse
Bluetooth®

Hands-Free 
Phone System
for your vehicles.

Call for info.

Check out the new feature for Smart Phones!

GET UP TO $10.00
SERVICE CERTIFICATE*

Chevron Havoline or Chevron Supreme
*See store for

details.

WE ALSO HAVE:
• Alignments • Cruise Control 

• Heated Seats • Winter Tire Service 
• Bluetooth Hands Free Kits Available 

• 30-Pt. Inspections

WINTER
TIRES!

DeLaBruere
TOTAL SERVICE & MORE!

Newport-Derby Road, Newport, VT • 334-5028
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12. CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS!

Auto Sales
& Service

GM
QUALITY
PARTS

Winter is Just Around the Corner.
At

DeLaBruere’s Auto Sales
We Can Get You the Best Tires

at the Best Prices!!

Call us today for a quote
802-334-5028



ACE
TREE
REMOVAL

Specializing
in dangerous,
dead, and
dying trees.

Fully insured.

Free local
quotes.

www.acetreeremovalvt.com  •  673-
3027  acetreeremovalvt@gmail.com

Over 15 years
of experience
around utility,
private,
and public
properties.

BUCKET 
TRUCK

the SNOW JOB

Vermont-made
Products

Jay Village, VT • 802-988-4464

• BOGS Boots for
the whole family!

• ADIDAS - 40% off
remaining shoes,
50% off clothing

• Rental skis &
boots on sale
• Jackets up to

50% off
GREAT PRICES!

COME VISIT
OUR GIFT
AREA!

154 East Main St.
Newport, VT
(802) 334-5044

Route 5 
Derby Road,
Derby, VT

(802) 334-6044

SU
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www.shattuckmotors.com Our 34th year in business!

WE HAVE OVER 50
4X4 VEHICLES IN STOCK!

INTEREST RATES AS LOW AS 1.54%!
5 YEAR WARRANTIES WITH FREE MAINTENANCE!

GO IN THE SNOW THIS WINTER!

www.MandAcarsales.com

292 Shattuck Hill Rd.
Derby, VT

(802) 487-9206
We offer financing 
to qualified buyers!

CARFAX dealer.

Sales & Service

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

NOW
SELLINGHANKOOK
TIRES!

SERVICE &
GENERAL
REPAIRS!

IT’S TIRE TIME!
Let us give you a quote on
some new winter tires.

WE DO
UNDER-COATING!

378 East Main St.,
Newport, VT 

(802) 334-8878

15% OFF
Benjamin Moore

Premium Exterior Paints & Stains
(Ends Oct. 31, 2016.)

NORTHEAST TV & MUSIC SHOP
334-2355 • Countryside Common, Newport, VT  

How can you bear
winter without the

excitement of
Dish Hopper 

3?

NOW MORE
AFFORDABLE

THAN EVER!

Dish Network Satellite System

Escape cabin
fever with

DISH
ANYWHERE!

24 Years in business! 
Always accepting new customers!

Transport & Home Delivery of
FUEL OIL • GASOLINE • DIESEL • KEROSENE

Burner Service Available

Phone: 802-744-2555 
Toll free: 800-286-2750 • Fax: 802-744-2525 • E-mail: oilsupplycorp@yahoo.com

P.O. Box 89, Troy, VT 05868 • Winter hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-4 p.m.

www.oilsupplycorp.com

Clean your furnace & fill your tank!
Be ready for those cold mornings! WAYNE’S

RESTAURANT
of Newport Center

PLENTY OF PARKING! FAMILY FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE!

1688 VT Route 105, Newport Center
AFFORDABLE PRICES!

334-0100 Open daily, call for hours. Closed Mondays.

RIGHT ON THE VAST/VASA TRAIL!

DAILY SPECIALS * WEEKEND BREAKFAST

FRESH
SEAFOOD

HOME-MADE
FRIES

HOME-
MADE
PIZZA

BEER &
WINE

HOME-
MADE

DESSERTS Rte. 5, Newport-Derby Rd., Derby • 802-766-8009
villagebikeshop@myfairpoint.net • www.villagebikeshopvt.com

2017 BIKES
ARE IN!

IT’S TIME FOR YOUR
SNOWMOBILE TUNE-UPS!

Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30,
Sat. 9-5.

Full-service Glass Shop
& Auto Glass Specialist

733 Broad Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851 contactus@painlessglass.com

802-626-9990

Painless Glass
For the Highest Quality Service at a Very Fair Price

Make it “Painless”

Will Buy One Item or Complete Households.

Always Buying U.S. Coins.
Wayne & Pam Comeau
P.O. Box 1374
Lyndonville, VT 05851
Phone: 802-626-8879
Business: 802-626-5430
pamwayne@myfairpoint.net
Hours: 10-5 p.m. Closed Tuesday.
Dealer #32107

Come check us
out before the
end of the
season!

148 Eastern Avenue 
(next to Jaboh), 
St. Johnsbury, VT 
802-748-1599The Sewing Studio

• Window Coverings
• Insulated Window Shades & Curtains

• Slipcovers • Upholstery
Call for a free quote.

Som
uchmore than just alterations!

Quality work • Fast turnaround time
Bring this ad in for 10% OFF!

Valid through 11/26/16.

the Chronicle, October 19, 2016 Page Twenty-seven

SHAWN’S AUTO REPAIR
228 Fontaine Road, West Charleston, VT • 802-323-6980

Brand new tire machine and balancer.
Tire mounting & balancing $10 per tire.

Competitive pricing on reliable tires.
We offer a FREE multi-point check over! Now is

the time to get those needed replacements or repairs!

Call Shawn to schedule an appointment, or just stop in.
Located just down the road from

Rider Hill Race Track in Derby.

Snowplowing & Sanding Services
Servicing Derby & Newport areas
for over 20 years. Fully insured.

Call Scott at 673-0067, or Lori at 334-2314.

Heritage
Memorials, Inc.

Scott Bianchi

BUTTON UP FOR WINTER!



Mr. Morley had what he described as a ten-
minute conversation with State Police Trooper
Jeff Ferrier.

“That initiates the conversation and puts us
on record,” Chair Mike Marcotte said.

The State Police have asked for documents for
the 2014 to 2015 and 2015 to 2016 fiscal years,
forensic accountant Jeff Graham said.  For the
past year, Graham & Graham has worked to
piece together enough town records to start the
audit they were hired to do.  It has cost the town
over $100,000 to recreate missing documents and
numbers.

At recent meetings, and in a written report,
Mr. Graham has expressed his growing certainty
that there is town money missing.

“We’ll see if they’re able enough and willing
enough to investigate,” he said, after Mr. Morley
described his conversation with Trooper Ferrier.
“Sometimes they don’t have the expertise
available.”

If the State Police don’t have their own

forensic accountants able to take on a job, they
sometimes hire their own experts, he said. 

Or, he added, if there have been interstate
transactions, the investigation becomes federal.

The board voted to retain Mr. Gillies as a
general counsel for the select board.

“As a board, we need to understand what our
legal obligations are,” Mr. Marcotte said.  “And
that we’re not doing anything to jeopardize a
decision later on.”

Mr. Gillies was recommended by Mr. Graham
and Ernie Saunders, designer of the NEMRC
accounting software used by most of the
municipalities in Vermont.

A room full of town residents listened Monday
night as the select board and Mr. Graham went
over the week’s news about the efforts to get the

town’s financial records ready for audit.  The
number of residents coming to listen and ask
questions has grown steadily over recent weeks.

Town Clerk and Treasurer Cynthia Diaz
wasn’t at the meeting.  Although the town clerk’s
office was closed two days last week, it has since
reopened, Mr. Morley said later by e-mail.  There
is no assistant town clerk.

Mr. Graham said he found some interesting
things in the bin and box of papers that he and
Mr. Morley saw Ms. Diaz carrying toward the
furnace room last week.  At the end of the work
day, after Ms. Diaz left, the two men went to the
furnace room and retrieved the boxes and papers
that had been placed just inside the door.

“Some of the things that were there were part
of what we’ve been looking for,” Mr. Graham said.

One of the documents was from a company
called Lereta.  Lereta’s website describes the
company as “an industry leading property tax
tracking provider.”

The Lereta document is an important finding,
Mr. Graham said, because it provides third-party
confirmation of some of the information he’s been
trying to find.

Among the gleanings from the Lereta
document is “$27,000 worth of property tax bills
shown as paid that we have no record of,” Mr.
Graham said. 

Another problem that Mr. Graham thinks
needs further looking into is that he found a list
of the tax payments the state makes on behalf of
lower-income property owners.

Police have asked for two years of documents 
(Continued from page one.)

(Continued on page twenty-nine.)

“As a board, we need to
understand what our legal

obligations are,” Mr.
Marcotte said. “And that
we’re not doing anything
to jeopardize a decision

later on.”

New! GEM-PL Light Flash (Laser)
Hair Removal Technology

Starting at $39.99 for the lips
• Painless & Comfortable • No Risk of

Burning or Skin Pigmentation 
• 100% Non-invasive • Cheaper Than

Traditional Laser Treatments
• Treating Lips, Chins,
Underarms & More!

Call  to reserve your space!
• Thermocoagulation

Treatment
(Small Vein)

• Peeling Skincare
for Acne,
Wrinkles, Age
Spots & More

Skincare & Beauty:
• Facials • Electrolysis 
• Manicures & Pedicures
• Waxing
• Nail Application
• Makeup • Lash Color

Call on Anne’s
Beauty Palace!

Skin care clinic & hair removal.

703 rue Dufferin, Stanstead, Quebec
819-876-5656

Palais de Beauté Anne’s

Anne’s Beauty Palace

And APILUS ®

Electrolysis

The gentle
way to permanent hair removal.

Specializing in eyebrows & more!

Before After

Makeup for all occasions!

SUE’s
urly

SUE LEROUX • 2161 Barton-Orleans Road • 754-2213
Open: Tues. & Fri. 9–5, Wed. 1–8, Thurs. 9–7, Sat. 9–1.

Thursday night walk-ins from 5:30-7 p.m.

OCTOBER TANNING SPECIAL:

Buy 1 month, get 1 free.

CHERYL LAFLEUR, Owner
DEE LUSSIER

802-525-4170
312 LAKE STREET, ROUTE 5 SOUTH, BARTON, VERMONT

Gift
Certificates
Available.

• FULL-SERVICE SALON
• ACRYLIC NAILS

Tues. & Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Wed. & Thurs. 1–8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–12 noon.

KAREN
CHAFFEE

(802) 754-8731
719 LEBLANC ROAD
BARTON, VT 05822

UNISEX
S•A•L•O•N

Victor &
friend

OVER 34 YEARS OF BARBERING EXPERIENCE.

“FREESTYLE HAIR DESIGN”

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
WALK-INS ONLY.

I SPECIALIZE IN MEN’S

MILITARY CUTS 
• High & Tights • Flat-tops

• Any Clipper Cuts
ALSO STYLE CUTS FOR MEN & WOMEN.

Open Tues.–Fri. 9 –5,
Sat. 9–1. Closed Mon.

PLEASE CALL
FIRST TO

MAKE SURE
I’M IN.

“I’ll stay as long as walk-ins keep walking in—any night!”

THE ONLY FEMALE BARBER IN THIS AREA!

Barber Shop
CANDY’S

Freestyle Hair Design

CANDICE ALLARD

398 Western Avenue, Newport, VT
WALK-INS ONLY. 334-0237

Massage & Yoga
Rebecca Marcotte,

RYT, CMT

(802) 673-4779
www.StudioforLife.com

E-mail:
rebecca.ryt@gmail.com

Pat Gage, CMT

189 East Main Street
Suite A, Newport, VT

334-5500

Natacia Grube, Owner/Stylist
Jenna Moss, Stylist

INDUSTRIAL PARK LANE,
ORLEANS, VT

754-6200

Owner:
Tammy Flint-Butler

FULL-SERVICE SALON

Shear
TECHNIQUESJump into Fall!

Deepen up your color!

Call to book your service today!

Jump into Fall!
Deepen up your color!

Katie’s Country StylesKatie Baraw,
Owner/Stylist

Located on Burton Hill Road in Irasburg.

Call 754-6574 to schedule your appointment today!

• HAIR CUTS
• PERMS

• COLOR/HIGHLIGHTING
• MANICURES
• PEDICURES

1 Main Street
Newport, VT 05855

802-334-6028
www.mysalonllc.com

Hair Styling • Nails • Pedicures
Massages • Luxury Facials • Spa Treatments

Michelle
Parenteau-Lyon
Yolande Bronson

Hair Styling • Nails • Pedicures
Massages • Luxury Facials • Spa Treatments

Michelle
Parenteau-Lyon
Yolande Bronson

• Aura Photos • Reiki • Chakra Balancing
• Hypnosis/Past-Life Regression • Tarot Readings
• Course of Miracles Readings
• Acu-point Color Therapy with Light and Crystals
Sliding Scale Fees • Orleans/Barton • 802-673-9471

Sept./Oct. Special: $10 Chakra Balancing

  
   

  
   

 
   

With Ramona

Karissa Vinal, owner/stylist

Open Tuesday–Saturday. Like us on Facebook!

• Haircuts
• Perms
• Highlights
• Color
• Nails
• Manicures &
Pedicures

Full-service salon including acrylic nails!
Call for an appointment today.

185 Mill Street, Troy, VT • 802-744-4033
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Sometimes the taxpayer has paid the bill
before the state payments come in.  Then the
town clerk is supposed to send a refund.

Although there were a number of refunds
owed, Mr. Graham said he had only been able to
find four instances of a refund being sent.

“Many more were due,” he said.
Mr. Graham set a six-inch thick binder on the

select board table.
“These are last year’s property tax bills,” he

said.  “There are paper clips on all of the ones
that haven’t been posted as paid.”

Out of 576 taxable parcels in the town, 221
payments haven’t been posted and can’t be tied to
deposits, he said, adding, “And there have been
no cash deposits made for two years.”

For a second week in a row, Ms. Diaz hasn’t
made any bank deposits, Mr. Marcotte said.

The office took in about $41,550 in checks in
that time period, Mr. Graham said.

And his office is still trying to match two
boxes of dog licenses, marriage licenses and the
like to receipts or deposit slips.

The town clerk and treasurer is insured for
$500,000 through the Vermont League of Cities
and Towns.

“Is $500,000 going to be enough?” asked town
resident Leo Piette.  “We’re all paying our taxes
right now, and from what I’m hearing, $500,000
insurance may not be enough.”

“The insurance company is well aware that
there are issues that have been going on since
2005,” Mr. Marcotte said.

The select board has the same anxiety that
everyone else has, he added.

Mr. Piette said he isn’t worried about his own
tax payment.  He had paid by check and would be
able to prove it.

“I’m worried about the town,” he said.  “The

select board is not in control of the books.  There’s
no sense of trust or safety.”

“I hear your issues,” Mr. Morley said.  “I don’t
have a perfect answer.”

Mr. Piette called for postponing the due date
on property taxes to slow the flow of money into
the office until there is some resolution to the
accounting questions raised by Mr. Graham’s
investigation.

“The board doesn’t have the authority to
make that change,” Mr. Marcotte said.  The due
date for property taxes is set by the voters on
Town Meeting Day.

“Get a receipt, be sure it’s stamped and
dated,” Mr. Marcotte said.  

“Don’t pay cash,” Mr. Graham advised.
For people who don’t have access to a

checking account, the best idea is to get a
cashier’s check or a money order so that there is a
paper trail to their payment, Mr. Marcotte said.

“We’ve talked about having a sign made for
the office to remind people to get a receipt,” he
said.  “It’s time to do that.”

In the meantime, Mr. Saunders has
recommended that the select board have him
install a second copy of the NEMRC accounting
software on an independent computer system, Mr.
Morley said.

“Ernie can’t verify a lot of the work that’s been

done on the town computer,” Mr. Morley said.
Ms. Diaz may have been doing some of her

work on a pen drive, Mr. Graham said last week.
And at some point the 2012 Grand List

disappeared from the town computer, Mr.
Graham said.

Mr. Saunders should have a copy on one of
the many backups that his NEMRC software does
automatically, Mr. Graham said.  And if by any
chance there’s no backup, there should be copies
in at least two other places in the state records.

But it points to how easily records can
disappear, Mr. Piette said.

Previously, Graham & Graham had urged the
select board to hire its own accountant to look
over Ms. Diaz’ shoulder and double check the
books.  And the select board had entered into
discussions with a local accounting firm to do just
that.

Now Mr. Graham is recommending more
extreme action.

“I’m telling you that you have no verifiable
accounting system,” he told the select board on
Monday night. “I’m strongly recommending that
you have your own person do everything not
required by the town clerk in the statute, and do
it on a separate secure system.”

“From what I’m hearing,
$500,000 insurance may
not be enough,” Mr. Piette

said.

thepick shovel
If it’s worth doing

334-8370

54 Coventry St.
Newport, VT

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Frequent Buyer Programs

2757 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT 05829
802-766-2222 • 800-276-3755
• SMALL ANIMAL • MEDICINE & SURGERY

Quality Care with Compassion at Affordable Prices.
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT • ON-SITE CREMATORY • WE NOW ACCEPT CARE CREDIT

Kim O’Connor, DVM • William R. Mentes, DVM

DERBY POND
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Newport Veterinary Hospital
246 VT Route 105, Newport, VT

334-2655
Specializing in Compassionate, Quality Care

Offering: Preventive Care, Diagnostic
Medicine, Surgery,  Dental Procedures,
Behavior & Training, and Boarding.

Second opinions welcomed!

1 in 3
dogs in 

Orleans County 
has Lyme

Disease.

It only takes
ONE 
TICK.

We can

TEST 
YOUR 
PETS
for Lyme Disease.

Now carrying
BRAVECTO!

A yummy chew for up
to 12 weeks of flea &

tick prevention.

AT YOUR

Offering convenient and
compassionate care to your dogs and
cats in the comfort of their own home!

Newport Veterinary Hospital presents:

Hailey Gentile, DVM
802-334-2655
!
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Have a few
hours a week

or a few
hours 

a year?
We need your
unique skills
and energy!

Felines & Friends Foundation has helped more
than 1,800 local cats since April 2013.

With your help, we’ll help thousands more!

802-323-4793 www.fffvt .org

Felines & Friends Foundation
Helping Cats & Communities in the Kingdom

YOU
CAN BE A SUPER HERO
FOR OUR LOCAL CATS!

The Northeast Kingdom’s
Premier Pet Boarding,
Grooming & Daycare Provider

• State-of-the-art Facility
• Comfortable Dog Suites
• Private & Secluded Cattery
• Professional Grooming & Bathing
• Outdoor Exercise Yard & Large Dog Park
• Our Store Features Wellness™,

ProNature™, Lupine™ & more

567 Sias Avenue, Newport, VT 05855
Call today: (802) 334-7005

www.OasisPetResort.com

Same owner, same location for 40 years!

We invite you to check out our facebook page
at www.facebook.com/oasispetresort
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People urged to avoid paying cash, get receipts
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OPERA HOUSE DIRECTOR
Haskell Opera House

Reporting to the Board of Trustees, the Opera House Director
is a part-time contracted position whose main role is to serve
as facilitator for performances in the Haskell Opera House
and as overall manager of the performance space and its
facilities. The Director’s responsibilities include:

• Promoting the Haskell as a performance space to local,
regional and, on occasion, national performers on both sides
of the Canada/U.S. border;
• Serving as primary contact for performers and agents;
• Negotiating contracts with performers and agents and
ensuring contracts are adhered to;
• Coordinating schedules for productions, events and
rehearsals;
• Overseeing house, box office and stage management for
performances;
• Overseeing and training volunteers;
• Marketing and promoting the Opera House and its programs
through traditional and social media as well as the Haskell
website;
• Establishing a budget in coordination with the Haskell Board
of Trustees;
• Applying for grants and other funding as applicable;
• Liaising with the Haskell Board of Directors and Haskell Free
Library staff;
• Attending Haskell board meetings regularly;
• Generally ensuring the efficient operation of the Opera
House;
• Any other duties as determined by the Board of Directors.

The Opera House Director should have experience in theatre
management or experience in a related field. He or she
should have good organization, communication and problem-
solving skills, with a working knowledge of basic accounting.
While English is the working language of the position,
knowledge of French is an asset.

The Opera House Director is paid an annual honorarium
(amount to be discussed) plus 10% of contract rentals and
10% from fundraisers, grants and benefits.

To apply for this position, please send CV (postmarked no
later than Oct. 31) to: Opera House Hiring Committee, Haskell
Free Library, 93 Caswell, Derby Line, VT 05830, or 1 Church,
Stanstead, QC J0B 3E2. By email, send CV to mf@qahn.org.

Newport Town Elementary School
Newport Center, VT

SUBSTITUTE BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
The Newport Town School district is in need of substitute bus
drivers. Class B CDL with Vermont School Bus Endorsement
required, as well as current medical and eye exam reports. 

The School District is willing to cover the cost for CDL
endorsement and training for an applicant they consider to be a
suitable candidate. 

Submit letter of interest, resumé, list of 3 current references with
contact information & copy of required documentation to:

Wendy Wood, Principal
Newport Town Elementary School

P.O. Box 48
Newport Center, VT 05857

Application Deadline: Screening will begin immediately and
continue until suitable candidate is found.

Criminal Background Check and Child Abuse/Neglect Registry
Check required.

Equal Opportunity Employer.

WANTED: OWNERS 
Be a contributor. 

Share in the rewards. 
Join the team. 

 
We are the largest manufacturer of hardwood plywood and veneer in North 
America, and are 100% Employee-owned.  We have openings in our 3-shift 
operation for the following positions:   
 
• Boiler Operator – 2nd Shift 
• Millwright – 2nd Shift 
• Electronic Technician – 2nd Shift 
• General Laborers – 2nd Shift 
• General Laborers – 3rd Shift 
• Loader Operator – 3rd Shift 

 
If you work well in a team, and thrive on fast paced work, we’d like to speak with 
you. 

OUR BENEFITS PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
• Employee Stock Ownership Plan 
• Life and AD & D Insurance 
• Short Term Disability 
• Medical, Dental, Vision Care 
• Prescription Drugs 
• Employee Assistance Program 
• 401-K 
• Gainsharing 
• Tuition Reimbursement 

 
Apply online, at www.cfpwood.com/us/career-opportunities 

 
 

An Equal Opportunity Employer!

Northern State Correctional Facility

Temporary Correctional Officer

Temporary Officer positions are available at the Newport
Facility. Temporary appointments have the potential to
become permanent classified state employees. Starting
pay is $16.61, with 8 weeks of paid on-the-job training.

Minimum qualifications are high school degree or
equivalent, and at least 2 years of full-time work

experience. Duties involve the supervision, custody,
treatment, and training of inmates confined in a

correctional facility  Extensive background checks are
required. Previous applicants need to reapply to be

considered. If you have questions, please contact Karen at
802-334-8906, or Karen.Marchant@vermont.gov.

You must apply online to be considered.
www.careers.vermont.gov. Reference Job ID

#619992. Application deadline: December 4, 2016.

Northern State Correctional Facility
Correctional Officer I

Correctional Officer I positions are available at the Newport
Facility. This is a permanent, classified state employee

position. Benefits include generous health care package, free
dental, pension, and union membership in the Vermont State
Employees Association (VSEA), vacation, personal, sick, and
compensatory time off. Starting pay is $17.20, with 8 weeks

paid on-the-job training. Minimum qualifications are high
school degree or equivalent, and at least 2 years of full-time

work experience. Duties involve the supervision, custody, and
training of inmates confined in a correctional facility. Extensive
background checks are required. Previous applicants need to

reapply to be considered. If you have questions, please contact
Karen at 802-334-8906, or Karen.Marchant@vermont.gov.

You must apply online to be considered.
www.careers.vermont.gov. Reference Job ID

#619990. Application deadline: December 4, 2016.

LAKE REGION UNION HIGH SCHOOL

ANTICIPATED
Coaching Position for Winter 2016-2017 Season:

JV-B
GIRLS BASKETBALL COACH  

Interested persons should contact James Ingalls,
Co-director of Athletics. Applicants must submit a
letter of interest, resumé and 3 current references.

Send all documents to:
ATTN: James Ingalls, Co-director of Athletics

Lake Region Union High School
317 Lake Region Road
Orleans, VT 05860

E.O.E./Background Check Required.
Open until filled.

LAKE REGION UNION HIGH SCHOOL

ANTICIPATED
Coaching Position for Winter 2016-2017 Season:

JV-B
BOYS BASKETBALL COACH  

Interested persons should contact James Ingalls,
Co-director of Athletics. Applicants must submit a
letter of interest, resumé and 3 current references.

Send all documents to:
ATTN: James Ingalls, Co-director of Athletics

Lake Region Union High School
317 Lake Region Road
Orleans, VT 05860

E.O.E./Background Check Required.
Open until filled.

Irasburg Village School
COACHING VACANCY 

2016-2017
Junior High Girls Basketball

Experience preferred.
Submit letter of interest and resumé to:

Paul Simmons, Principal
Irasburg Village School

292 Rte. 58 East
Irasburg, VT 05845
Open until filled.

E.O.E.

Mail or drop off resumé to: 

Hayes Ford
439 East Main St.
Newport, VT 05855

HELP WANTED
Hayes Ford in Newport, VT,
currently needs help in our

Recon Department
Must be hard working and able to multi-task. 

Weekends are a must! 

Wanted:
CARPENTER

for local residential, new construction, and
renovations. Experience required. 
Year-round work. Call to see what

opportunities may be available for you!
673-9768 (5-7 p.m.) 

If no answer, please leave message. HELP WANTED

MECHANIC
Apply in person.

Ask for
Kendall or Bonnie.

LNA Positions AvailableCome join a resident-focused team!Competitive wages, benefits and flexible scheduling.Vermont LNA license required.Call Rhonda Smith, DNS, at (802) 754-8575for more information or apply in person to:MApLe LANe NursiNg HoMe60 Maple LaneBarton, VT 05822Also excepting per Diem applications. WREATHMAKERS &
BRUSHCUTTERS wanted

for the wreath season.
LOOKING FOR BALSAM BRUSH.

Please contact Bill at 673-6020.

HELP WANTED
Christmas tree harvest help needed.
Must be dependable and hardworking.

A license is a plus.
Tester’s Star Farm, Barton

Call Bill at 802-525-3814.

JOBS
Page Thirty the Chronicle, October 19, 2016



the Chronicle, October 19, 2016 Page Thirty-one

facility in Newport, on which very little work was
completed.

What the federal government has termed a
Ponzi-like scheme began to collapse when Jay
Peak fell short of money needed to build
additional amenities on the Stateside portion of
the resort and promised recreational facilities at
Burke.

The SEC says the projects ran out of cash
partly because Mr. Quiros diverted so much
money to his own use.

According to both federal and state charges,
Mr. Quiros improperly used EB-5 money raised
by Jay Peak’s former owner to purchase the resort
for himself.  He is also said to have financed the
purchase of two condominiums in New York City
and enjoyed a luxurious lifestyle.

As owner of Jay Peak and Burke Mountain
Resort, Mr. Quiros is said by regulators to have
put investors’ money in margin accounts that only
he could touch, and moved it through his network
of companies in a complicated process that was
meant only to confuse those trying to follow the
money.

One strategy Mr. Quiros used, according to
federal charges, was to buy U.S. Treasury bills
with investors’ money and borrow against them.
That made it look as though money remained in
the margin accounts when, in fact, the Treasury
bills belonged to Raymond James, the investment
firm that housed the accounts.

The SEC and DFR say Mr. Quiros thus moved
money from one business to the other, despite
promising investors their funds would be used
exclusively for a specified project.  He was also
able to take money for himself, the regulators say.

Mr. Stenger is accused of helping Mr. Quiros
commit fraud by moving money out of accounts he
controlled and transferring it to accounts only Mr.
Quiros could touch.

He was Jay Peak’s main ambassador to
potential investors around the world, and is said
to have misled them about how their money
would be used.

In his response to the state, Mr. Stenger said
he has not benefitted personally from what
regulators are calling securities fraud.  He denied
knowledge of how Mr. Quiros used investors’
money.  

He said he knew Mr. Quiros bought Treasury
bills, but said he was told they were a way to
avoid risky investments.

Mr. Stenger said he never intentionally
misled investors.  The information he gave
investors was put together by trusted lawyers and
accountants, he said.

His lawyers have adopted some of the legal
strategies employed by Mr. Quiros.  They claim
the state filed its case after the statute of
limitations expired for many of the fraud charges.

While Mr. Stenger’s lawyers put forth his
defense in state court, Mr. Quiros’ were in federal
court keeping up their attempts to get paid by the
receiver.

Judge Gayles overruled objections from SEC
lawyers and Mr. Goldberg and allowed Mr. Quiros
to mortgage a condominium that regulators
claimed was bought with money improperly taken
from investors.  He put the money under Mr.
Goldberg’s control and ordered $15,000 a month
to given to Mr. Quiros’ for his living expenses.

The rest of the money can be used to pay
lawyers, assuming Judge Gayles approves their
bills.

Between April and September, Mr. Quiros’
legal team has submitted bills totaling $1.5-
million for its work.  

Both the receiver and SEC lawyers say the fee
request is extravagant and have asked Judge
Gayles to disallow it.

They say Mr. Quiros is squandering investors’
resources in an effort that, even if successful
would not benefit investors.  At the current rate
of spending, government lawyers said, Mr. Quiros
will burn through $3.6-million in legal fees.

That is problematic for Mr. Quiros as the
condominium cost him $3.86-million and he only
got $1.2-million when he mortgaged it.

(Continued from page one.)

Stenger denies knowledge of
how Quiros’ used funds 

The Northeastern Vermont Development
Association (NVDA) and the Center for an
Agricultural Economy are co-hosting a free, one-
day conference to help people in agriculture, wood
products, and food production industries learn
about their financing options.

Called Financing the Working Landscape, the
conference will be held on Saturday, October 22,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Region Union High
School in Orleans.  Now in its sixth year, it is
designed to help startups or growing businesses
share the resources of financial service providers.

The conference is sponsored by Community
National Bank and supported by many of the

state’s capital providers who will participate in
panel discussions. 

Keynote speaker Corie Pierce will tell the
inspiring story of Bread and Butter Farm in
Shelburne.  Green Mountain Farm-to-School
Lunchbox and Caja Madera Tacos will offer lunch
selections from their food trucks. 

There is no fee to attend, but pre-registration
is requested.  Register online at
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?ll
r=e65i8dkab&oeidk=a07ed2f0wgz721cadc1, or
call Lorna Higgs at the NVDA at (802) 424-1421.
— from the Northeastern Vermont Development
Association.

NVDA hosts free farm, food, and
forestry business conference

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT CIVIL DIVISION 
ORLEANS UNIT DOCKET NO: 168-6-15 Oscv 
US BANK NA
Plaintiff
v.
CARL FITZ;
COLLEEN FITZ;
OCCUPANTS RESIDING AT: 2551 COVENTRY STATION ROAD,
COVENTRY, VT 05825
Defendants

NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Carl Fitz and Colleen Fitz to U.S. Bank National
Association ND, its successors and/or assigns, dated August 11, 2010
and recorded in Book 55 at Page 273-283 of the Town of Coventry
Land Records for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 5:00
p.m. on November 17, 2016 at 2551 Coventry Station Road, Coventry,
VT 05825 all and singular the premises described in said mortgage,
To Wit:
Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Carl Fitz and
Colleen Fitz by Warranty Deed of Sean A. Williams dated March 22,
2007 of record at book 49, Page 491 of the Town of Coventry Land
Records.
Being Lot 3 on a Survey Map by Brow Surveying, Inc. bearing Job
#9118.
Beginning at a point on the North Right Way Limits of State Aid
Highway #1 which point is the Southeast corner of said Lot 3 and the
Southwest corner of the now or former Clark property on said Map.
Said point of beginning is also N 75° 10’ 53” W 364.34 feet from the
Southwest corner of the now or former Clark property on said Map;
Thence proceeding N 75° 41’ 20” W along said Right of Way Limits
210 feet to a point which is the Southeast corner of Lot 2 on said
Map; Thence proceeding N 42° 35’ 28” E along the Easterly side of
Lot 2 a distance of 1,529.10 feet to the South line of property now or
formerly of Maurice Maxwell; Thence proceeding along said
Maxwell line S 44° 47’ 13” E 264.31 feet to the Northwest corner of
Lot 4 on said Map; Thence proceeding along the Westerly line of Lot
4 S 39° 12’ 31” W 1,335.95 feet to the point of beginning.
Containing 10.05 acres, more or less. All bearings and distances
given are “more or less” and each corner is marked by an iron pin.
The description of the property contained in the mortgage shall
control in the event of a typographical error in this publication.
The public sale may be adjourned one or more times for a total time
not exceeding 30 days, without further court order, and without
publication or service of a new notice of sale, by announcement of
the new sale date to those present at each adjournment or by posting
notice of the adjournment in a conspicuous place at the location of
the sale. Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 to be paid in cash or by certified
check by the purchaser at the time of sale, with the balance due at
closing. The sale is subject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, municipal liens, if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.
The Mortgagor is entitled to redeem the premises at any time prior to
the sale by paying the full amount due under the mortgage, including
the costs and expenses of the sale.
Other terms to be announced at sale.

US Bank NA,
Jeffrey J. Hardiman, Esq.
Shechtman Halperin Savage, LLP
1080 Main Street, Pawtucket, RI 02860
877-575-1400
Attorney for Plaintiff
jhardiman@shslawfirm.com
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Don’t forget...
the Chronicle

has a drop-off basket
for announcements, payments, letters to the
editor, etc., at THE FRONT DESK on East Main

Street in Newport.

WARNING 
Operations/Finance Committee Meeting 

Lake Region Union High School, School Board will be
holding Operations/Finance Committee Meetings and a

Community Forum on the following dates: 
• Monday, October 24, 5-6:10 p.m., LRUHS – Multi-purpose room 

• Wednesday, November 16th, 5-6 p.m., LRUHS – Multi-purpose room 
• Community Forum on Budget – Wednesday, November 16th, 6 p.m.,

LRUHS – Multi-purpose room Purpose will be to discuss FY18 Budget planning and preparation.
Online
Subscriptions

are only

$28
per year.

www.barton
chronicle.com
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The candidates agreed that Vermont certainly
has a problem with opiates.  Ms. Sims said she
believes the state must invest in early
intervention, serious prevention efforts, as well as
education and drug prevention in schools.  “And
we need to get our prescribing habits under
control,” she added.  

“Intervention is key,” Mr. Higley said.  He
noted that a lot of children are in foster care
because of drug addicted parents, and many
communities are fearful of what the opiate
addicted are willing to do in order to feed their
habits. 

Both candidates oppose a carbon tax.  “It
would be an economic disaster,” Mr. Higley said.
“It would be a huge disadvantage.  It could get up
to as much as 88 cents on a gallon of gas.”

“I would not support any legislation that
would disproportionately affect rural
communities,” Ms. Sims said. 

On what can be done to help agriculture and
forestry, Ms. Sims said both are great examples of
small businesses that help the Kingdom economy.
One suggestion she had follows a model she
initiated through Farm-to-School.  The state
could buy food locally, she said, for prisons and

other institutions.  That way, taxpayer money
would go back to the community.  

“One of the big things we can do is stay out of
things,” Mr. Higley said.  “We have to let them do
what they do.”  

Some regulations are plain ridiculous, he
said.  For instance, members of a family owned
sawmill were ordered not to work on federal
holidays, he said.  

The crowd laughed.  
“All we do is make it tougher for them.”
The candidates were allowed to ask a

question of each other.  Ms. Sims said she
believes it’s important to get money out of politics
and has taken money only from small donors.
Mr. Higley, on the other hand, has taken money
from corporate donors, including one for the
maximum of $5,000, she said. She wondered if he
stood by the values of his corporate donors. 

“If their values align with mine, I guess I do,”
Mr. Higley replied.

He said that when he ran for election in 2008,
there was very little money in the race.  “This
year my opponent has raised $10,000.”  

Mr. Higley came back to gun control for his
question.  In 2014, Ms. Sims filled out a Project
Vote Smart survey saying she supported
restrictions on the purchase of guns, background
checks for private sales, and opposing concealed
guns.  

“What has made you change your mind?” Mr.
Higley asked.

“When I filled that out I didn’t know much
about gun laws in Vermont,” Ms. Sims said.  She
said that, since then, she’s done her research and
now thinks the laws are fine as they are. 

When a legislator gets to Montpelier he or she
has to caucus with one of the parties, Mr. Higley
pointed out, and will be in on that party’s agenda.  

Democratic gubernatorial candidate Sue
Minter is calling for universal background checks.

Mr. Higley said he enjoys his job as legislator,
particularly being able to help constituents with
their problems.  However, it’s frustrating to be in
the Republican “super minority,” he said.  

He’s hoping that Phil Scott will be elected
Governor to “create a little bit of balance.” 

He said he believes he’s done a good job of
responding to people and that his background in
forestry and agriculture, as well as his work as a
small business owner, are assets to representing
the Northeast Kingdom’s interests.  

“It’s essential to make a difference,” Ms. Sims
said.  “That’s not about going along with either
party’s agenda.” 

She said she knows how to work hard, how to
listen, and how to get things done.  

“I’m concerned that Montpelier doesn’t know
rural realities,” she said.  “And I’m passionate
about making a difference.”

Race is rematch of close 2012 contest

“One of the big things
we can do is stay out of
things.” — Mark Higley

(Continued from page twenty-one.)

Your Local Authorized
GM Service Department

DeLaBruere’s
TOTAL SERVICE & MORE!

5605 U.S. Route 5, Newport, VT • 334-5028
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-4, service 8-12; Sun. 9-3.

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS!

Auto Sales
& Service

GM
QUALITY
PARTS

$2495

5 qt. OIL CHANGE
Excluding diesel & synthetic oil

$35
VT STATE INSPECTION

Time for #10! MORRISVILLE USED AUTO
Used cars & trucks • Also, parts for all ages.

Antique cars bought & sold.

535 VT Rte. 15, Morrisville, VT
Chrissy, 802-888-4981
No Sunday calls, please.

Come check out the vehicles at Morrisville Used Auto!
Closed Wednesdays and weekends. Call for after hour appointments.

We take trades! Many vehicles to choose from!
NOW OFFERING FINANCING.

• VT State Inspection Station • Servicing Foreign & Domestic

Looking for new or used
TIRES & RIMS?

We’ve got you
covered!  
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RAY
’SAUTOSERVICE

24 HOUR TOWING

Full Auto Services

NAPA Car & Truck Care Center
24-Hour Mobile

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
TRUCK & WELDING SERVICE
MOTORCYCLE INSPECTIONS
133 Coventry Street, Newport, VT 

334-7832
Pager: 742-3363

Steve Ellis                          Dale Mosher

1859 Route 5, Orleans, VT

CROTEAU’SCROTEAU’S
Serving the Kingdom for 68 years

BUYING $CRAP METAL
CALL (802) 754-6920

$ TOP PRICES $
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS

Aluminum, copper, brass, stainless,
radiators, & batteries.

Rolloffs available.

A
U
T
O

TIRES, PLOWS, VEHICLES, 4 WHEELERS, CAMPERS & MORE!
WE WILL TRADE — COME SEE US!

Bub’s Used Cars, Inc.

WE SELL USED CARS AND NEW & USED TIRES.
We buy junk cars up to $200.

We buy junk cars.
Orleans  & Caledonia Counties

Call Bub — Home: 525-3228

Garage: 525-6520 • Cell: 673-9078.

LOOKING FOR USED OIL.

3588 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT 05829
www.vianor.com

• Nokia Tires • Bridgestone Tires • Firestone Tires

766-8092

TAYLOR’S
REPAIRS • TRANSMISSIONS • FUEL SYSTEMS • EXHAUST
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334 Barton/Orleans Rd., Barton, VT • 525-3456 • Open Mon.-Fri., 7:30-5:30
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

All Major & Minor Repairs.

Experienced
Transmission Work!

Certified
Technicians.

“You AUTO
Try Us!”

Specializing in Collision Repair
Free Insurance Estimates

TOM GRAY
ALLEN RABOIN

Tel. 802-334-2255
472 Union St., Newport, VT

DeLaBruere’s
5605 U.S. Route 5, Newport, VT • 334-5028

Auto
Detailing

Complete Detail Special
Includes wash, vacuum, windows, 

Armor All, shampoo, and wax. 
(Extra for excessively dirty vehicles.)

$90
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Main Street,
Barton
(Next to Lake
House Saloon)

HOURS:
MON.–FRI. 5 AM–6 PM,

SAT. 5 AM–2 PM,
CLOSED SUNDAY.

BU
TLER

FAMILYAUTO
525-1255

YOU WON’T BELIEVE OUR LOW GAS PRICES!(And we even pump it for you!)

Butler Family Auto What’s even crazier
than our low gas
prices? How 
about our 

LOW 
HEATING

OIL
PRICES!
Offering prebuy prices!

• AUTO REPAIR  • SMALL ENGINES • TIRES & PARTS
WE DO ALL MINOR & MAJOR AUTO REPAIRS!

ALL OUR WORK IS GUARANTEED!

Want LESS
than 100 gallons?

NO PROBLEM!
Delivering heating oil, gasoline, kerosene, on
& off road diesel. Bulk deliveries welcome!

VT Fuel Assistance Dealer.

We install skid tanks, pumps, etc.

!

Tires!

Butler’s

BU
TLER

Full-service Automotive Needs:
• Brakes • Engine Repair

•  Tires • Diagnosis
• Exhaust • Struts/Shocks

704 Main Street, P.O. Box 294, Barton, VT 05822
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Closed Sunday.

For sales, call “Buzz”

(802) 525-3662

MANY VARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM!

Carl’s Equipment, Inc.
USEDCARS&TRUCKSBOUGHT&SOLD

carlsequipmentinc.com

Vermont
Inspection
#10 Due.

SMARTPHONE APP
compatible to start
your car by phone.

Route 105, Newport,
VT 334-3032

www.Audiocarve.com
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1.

Remote Car Starters
by

Over 5,000 installed locally.
Quality products and certified 
installation. Lifetime warranty.

Models from 800’ to 1 mile range. 

AUTO
SECTION



Getting your
vehicle ready
for safe
winter
driving is a

��������
at Northpoint in Derby, VT

  
  

   

   
 

Lube, Oil, Filter & Rotate!

With this coupon. Available on most cars & light trucks. Up to 6 qts
5W30 oil. Excludes synthetics & diesels oils. Expires  10/31/16 Clip & Save!

$39.95

VT State Inspection

With this coupon. Available on most cars & light trucks. 
Expires  10/31/16 Clip & Save!

$19.95

Winterization Check Up

With this coupon. Available on most cars & light trucks. 
Expires  10/31/16 Clip & Save!

Visual inspection of major components,
belts, hoses, lights, tires, brakes, wipers
and filters, test battery, coolant protec-
tion, and top o9 all fluids and adjust tire
pressures, and test A/C output temp, 
exterior wash and quick vacuum. 

�Oil & Filter Service
� Lube Components
�Rotate Tires
�Multi-Point Check

$17.95
YO

U 
AR

E D
UEGREEN
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Lube, Oil & Filter Service

With this coupon. Available on most cars & light trucks. Up to 5 qts.
5W30 oil, synthetics & diesels extra. Expires10/31/16 Clip & Save!

• REPLACE OIL
• REPLACE FILTER 

• LUBE CHASSIS 
• CHECK ALL FLUIDS

$17.95    

��������������

OPEN Monday-Friday 7am-5pm
SATURDAYS!  8am-3pm

Schedule your appointment online:
www.northpointvt.com

Derby Road, Derby, VT
1.888.452.3818 or 1.802.334.6523

    

            
           

  

          
    

   

          
    

   
  

  
   

 
 

  
 

 
  

   

          
    

  
  

 
 
  

  

 
 

 
 

   
    

      
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

    
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

    
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

      
   

  

  
  

    
  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 

      
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

     
   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

      
      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 
      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 
     

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 
  

   
   

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

SAVE 10% WITH THIS AD!
10% o� paintless dent repair through 10/31 

only at Northpoint Auto Body in Derby!

Derby Road, Derby, VT
Call 1.866.765.6370

ALL OUR VEHICLES
ARE SOUTHERN!

“Celebrating over 35 years
in business.”

Peter Fecteau, Owner
2182 VT Rte. 15 East,

Morrisville, VT
Phone: 802-888-3937

Fax: 802-888-8517
peterpetty@aol.com
riverviewgarage.com

6 month limited power-train
warranty on most vehicles

$6,000 or more.

FEATURED VEHICLES:

2006 Subaru Outback
Limited, leather, sunroof, loaded.

$7,000

2009 Hyundai Santa Fe
Limited, V6, sunroof, one owner.

$9,800

2007 Toyota Rav-4
Limited, V6, AWD.

$10,000

2004 Subaru Outback
AWD, new headgaskets.

$2,200

CA$H-4-CLUNKERS

802-766-2100
3760 ROUTE 5
DERBY, VT 05829
RIGHTWHEELSVT.NET
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AUTO SECTION536 Highland Avenue, Newport, VT 05855
Starters, Generators & Alternators Repaired

C&D
Starter ShopNEW &

REBUILT
UNITS

AVAILABLE.

• Cars
• Trucks

• Tractors
• Interstate

Batteries

802-
334-6428

Wayde
Tyler



2016 JEEP PATRIOT - 4X4, wagon, Sport, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, CD, black, 16K  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18,995.

2014 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER - Sport, 4 dr., wagon, 4X4, 2.0 cyl., p. win./lks., cruise, CD, maroon . . . . . .$15,995.

2013 CHEVY MALIBU LS - 4 dr., sedan, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, CD, white  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,995.

2013 CHEVY CRUZE 1LT - 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, CD, back-up cameras, remote start, gray, 18K . .$13,995.

2013 CHEVY EQUINOX LS - 4 dr., wagon, AWD, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, CD, silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,995.

2011 FORD RANGER SPORT - ext. cab, 4X4 pickup, 6 cyl., CD, auto., p. win./lks., cruise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,995.

2010 CHEVY COBALT LS - 2 dr., 4 cyl., auto., spoiler, CD, blue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,595.

2010 CHEVY HHR - 4 dr., wagon, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, CD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,995.

2009 HYUNDAI SONOTA GLS - 4 dr., sedan, 4 cyl., p. win./lks., cruise, blue, 60K miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,995.

2009 CHEVY COBALT LT - 4 cyl., maroon, 4 dr., auto., p. win./lks.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,495.

2008 CHEVY COBALT LT - 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., spoiler, silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,095.

2007 KIA RIO - 4 dr. sedan, 5 spd., air, CD, black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,995

2007 CHEVY EQUINOX LS - 4X4 wagon, 6 cyl., auto., air, cruise, CD, 79K  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,995.

2006 PONTIAC G6 - 4 dr., sedan, auto., air, CD, sunroof, spoiler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,395.

2006 CHEVY MALIBU - 4 cyl., 4 dr. sedan, auto., p. win./lks., cruise, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,195.

2006 JEEP LIBERTY - 4X4, 6 cyl., auto., air, CD, cruise, p. win./lks., alum. rims, 94K miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,095.

2005 PONTIAC VIBE - 4 dr., wagon, AWD, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, CD, sunroof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,995.

2005 HYUNDAI ACCENT - 4 dr., auto., 4 cyl.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,195.

2005 CHEVY AVEO - 4 cyl., 5 spd., 35K, one owner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,995.

2005 BUICK LACROSSE - 4 dr., sedan, CXL, FWD, leather, p. win./lks., cruise, CD, auto., air, FL car  . . . . . . .$6,995.

2004 CHEVY SILVERADO Z71 - ext. cab, 4X4, p. win./lks., cruise, V8, 5.3, black, tonneau cover  . . . . . . . . .$12,995.

2004 CHEVY CAVALIER - 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., 78K . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,595.

2003 CHEVY MALIBU LS - 4 dr. sedan, sunroof, air, CD, 6 cyl., p. win./lks.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,595.

2003 SATURN ION - 4 dr., auto., 4 cyl.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,595.

2002 CHEVY S10 X-CAB - 4X4, pickup, 6 cyl., auto., toolbox, back-up camera, towing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,995.

1999 JEEP CHEROKEE - 6 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,395.

Where you deal with the owners!
BRIGHTON GARAGE, INC.

Island Pond, VT • 723-4455 • 800-750-2425
www.brightongarage.com • Mon.–Sat. 8–5, Sun. 8–3

Guaranteed 
Credit Approval 
with the following:
Pay stub from the last 30 days or 
an SSI SSD award letter, proof 
of residency (electric, cable, or 
cell phone bill preferred), 
and driver’s license and 
insurance information.

Call James at

334-3004
Route 105

Newport, VT
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-1. Closed Sun.

CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & VANS!

FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY
• 4-wheel alignments

• Oil changes
• Major overhauls

• Tires for sale
• Mount & balance

• Shocks, struts, brakes
“You name it, we do it.”

SERVICE PHONE: 334-1812

INSPECTION

#12
DUE NEXT

james@royersautosales.net • www.royersautosales.net

Find us on Facebook!

2012 FORD EXPLORER2013 SUBARU CROSSTEK

Blue, with gray leather interior, auto., 3.5L, V6,
74,563 miles. Stk. #C701.

XV, green, with black leather interior, CVT auto.,
2.0L 4 cyl., 72,606 miles. Stk. #C753.

INSPECTION

#10
DUE NEXT

View our inventory online at www.mcmahonchevrolet.com

888-4942 1-800-640-4942
Located on the corner of Routes 15 & 100 in Morrisville, VT

Sales Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 AM–6 PM, Sat. 8 AM–4 PM

We make deals the other guys won’ t!

Welcome Back,
Scott Kirkpatrick!
Scott Kirkpatrick managed
McMahon for several years
before leaving to pursue other
interests. Ten years later, he’s
back and the latest addition
to the management team!
He’s very excited to be a part
of the all new store coming
soon and looking forward to
catching up with old
friends.  Stop in and welcome
him back, or contact him for a
deal on a new vehicle today.

Monday–Friday, 8–5 • Closed Saturday & Sunday.

No job too big or too small for our qualified technicians. 
Imported cars are NOT foreign to us. We also work on domestic vehicles. 

802-533-7007 • www.greensborogarage.com
103 Breezy Avenue, Greensboro, Vermont 05841

AUTO DETAILING

Starting at $24.95

AUTO REPAIRS • CAR RENTALS

FULL COLLISION REPAIRS AVAILABLE WITH FREE ESTIMATES!

94 Community Drive
Derby, VT

334-1996
Key
Auto
Sales

AS ALWAYS, KEY AUTO
SELLS FOR LESS!

Complete Automotive 
Service Center 

Including Discount 
Tires & Reconditioning.

VT INSPECTION STATION.
Located across from

Bond Auto Parts.
toll free

888-707-8579
keyautosales.net

IT’S TIRE TIME!
Call us for
our great

deals!
Call for quotes.

We offer Cooper, Hankook,
Arctic Claw, and many more!

Also ask
about our
winterizing
specials!

www.rightwheelsvt.net 766-2100
3760 US RT 5

Derby Road, Derby
P.O. Box 752, Derby, VT

Drive For
The Cure
First, drive a car and 

we donate $5.
With every purchase, 

we donate $100. 
Donations are accepted.

All donations 
are to 
benefit the 
HALO Foundation
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by Paul Lefebvre

Despite unusually warm weather, the opening
weekend of the 2016 rifle season on moose is on
track to match the 2015 harvest.

As of Monday night, 39 moose had been
checked in at reporting stations around the state,
which compares favorably with the first three
days of last year’s results.

The Department of Fish and Wildlife issued
141 rifle permits — 135 by lottery, three by
auction, and three Special Opportunity permits,
according to Cedric Alexander, the department
moose biologist.  And in an e-mail Tuesday he
said the success ratio of 27 percent over the first
three days was nearly identical to what it was a
year ago.

There is still a possibility the recent warm
weather coupled with a late foliage could hamper
hunting conditions overall.  But Mr. Alexander
added that hunters in the Northeast Kingdom
“are well on their way to achieving expected
success rates.”

In the four zones that cover most of the
Northeast Kingdom, 65 permits were issued.

By Monday at the reporting station in Island
Pond, 12 moose had been checked in, according to
Walter Driscoll, a taxidermist who runs a
sporting goods shop. 

During the seven-day archery season, which
began on October 1, Mr. Driscoll said five moose
were reported at his shop, including a bull
weighing over 800 pounds.

The moose rifle season that started Saturday
runs for six consecutive days, or through October
20.

Moose season
gets off to a
promising start
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NCUHS girls train junior high soccer

On October 6 the North Country Union High
School (NCUHS) varsity girls soccer team held a
training session for the junior high girls who are
currently playing on the seventh- and eighth-
grade soccer teams.   The varsity girls were
pleased to have an opportunity to meet the
younger players — a total of 47 girls trained
together — many of whom the team hopes to see
playing for the high school teams in the near

future.  The focus was on skills, which included
circle touches, diagonal passing grids, ball
striking, a possession game, and a goalie training
station.  The varsity team thanks coaches Steve
Farrow and Jodi Fortin, and athletic director
John Gunn for letting the high school players
come over for a visit.  — from the NCUHS varsity
girls soccer team.
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