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Thank you to the Albany community for the passage of our school budget.  I had the privilege of 
attending the informational meeting on the evening of March 5,  and speaking at town meeting on March 
6.  I was so impressed with the people I met.  Many people with no kids at the school expressed how 
much they valued the Albany Community School.  It’s clear to me that our beautiful little school is 
supported by a community that treasures education.  The experience was inspiring and makes me want 
to work all that much harder to provide great educational outcomes for the kids in Albany. 
 
I had two takeaways from town meeting.  People in Albany see our school as an investment.  They want 
to know about the academic achievements of our students. 
 
Please welcome Wendy Little as our new school secretary.  Jane Brewer Naylor is leaving at the end of 
March.  Her family is moving to North Carolina.  Jane has been a terrific school secretary.  She handles 
the business aspects of the job with professionalism.  At the same time, she has truly been an educator, 
through her ability to work with kids and their families.  Ms. Jane will be missed. 
 
Wendy Little, who will go by “Ms. Wendy”, Is a Brownington 
resident and parent.  She brings a wealth of business experience 
to the position.  In addition, every one of her references told me 
she is terrific with kids.  Ms. Wendy’s style will no doubt be a little 
different than Ms. Jane.  Not better, not worse, just different.  It’s 
a really important position – she will be the face of the school – 
and I am confident she will do a tremendous job. 
 
Our hiring committee consisted of board member Matt 
Kittredge, Headstart director Noni Moore, middle school teacher 
Jen Schoen, grandparent Rocky Greenwood, and myself.  We 
used evidence based on the resumes, references and interviews 
to make our decision.  Here in Albany, we keep it clean in order 
to ensure that we find the best candidate. 
 
Wendy Little is training this month with Ms. Jane.  Please give her a warm Albany welcome when you 
see her! 
 

8th grade math achievement – Our eighth graders went 
to Lake Region Union High School and took tests for 
placement in the math program there.  I’m proud to 
report that every single student was eligible for honors 
algebra entering 9th grade.  This is a testament to their 
hard work, and the professionalism of our middle school 
math teacher, Candy Palmer.  We should be very proud 
of the achievements of our 8th graders, including Reggie 
Shatney, Caleb Colacecci, Caitlind Kelley, Ashley Powell 
and Lucy Sukkeaw.  When I mentioned this achievement 
in my remarks at town meeting, the citizens applauded. Our eighth grade 
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February celebration – Our students responded to our Kindness work and earned enough Wolf tracks 
for a February celebration.  We organized a winter activities day, including survival activities with two 
experts from Siskin Coots, and a Biathlon station with a real Olympic star, our new Farm to School 
coordinator Hannah Driessengacker.  We had snowshoeing, sledding (the speed was amazing!) a fire, 
and hot chocolate.  A good time was had by all! 
 
This was a good example of a home cooked celebration.  I think it means a lot more to the kids when we 
put our own effort and imagination into celebrating their good behavior.   The eighth graders helped out 
at several of the stations.  I was pleased to learn how much the students enjoyed themselves. 
 

The Vermont State Scholastic Chess Championship is coming up on 
Saturday, April 7, 2018.  I’m hoping that a lot of Albany kids will 
participate, and that we’ll win the Middle School Division again!  The 
school will pay participation fees, and US Chess Federation 
memberships, if needed. 
 
All players must check in between 8:30 and 9:30 AM.  Games will 
start at 10 AM, or as soon as first round pairings are set.  
Transportation is by parents, and we can help arrange carpools.  We 

do ask parents to be present at the event to help with down time. 
 
Speed Readers of New England -  I’ve been in touch with 
Stephanie Lanphear, whose daughters are local stock car 
racers, Reilly and Peyton Lanphear.  They were previously 
part of the Race to Read Program however have started 
their own literacy program, with the support and 
encouragement of Race to Read founder Troy Kingsbury.  
We are going to bring this wonderful program to Albany 
Community School.  The divers visit the school to kick the 
program off.  Students are encouraged to read ten books.  
Any student who achieves this goal gets to sign the hood 
of Reilly and Peyton’s race cars and those students’ 
names will be on the car throughout the race season. 
 
Our kick off assembly will be on the morning of Friday, March 23.  Reilly and Peyton will return to the 
school for a second assembly in early May and bring their race cars for the kids to sign.   
 
Reilly and Peyton are cousins of two Albany students, Paisley and Lydia Rivers.  
 
 
 

As always, thanks for sharing your wonderful kids! 


