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Principal’s Message:  
As I write the September newsletter, I’m noticing a theme emerging.  At Albany Community School, we 
value a well-organized school with high expectations and we celebrate the achievements of our teachers 
and students.  You will see this theme in virtually every article, such as school safety, Mrs. Young’s award, 
lunch room procedures, and our new flags.  
 
Another example is when we went blueberry picking at 
Phil Lovely’s farm in Craftsbury last Thursday.  We had an 
assembly, where I taught students expectations for both 
bus behavior and field trips.  At the blueberry farm, our 
kids made us proud.  They understand that on a field trip 
they represent the Albany community. 
 
There will be speed bumps from time to time, but with 
well-organized systems in place, there should be fewer 
speed bumps.  One of those systems is this newsletter.  I 
believe that regular written communication from school 
to home is foundational.  I try to get the newsletter out the first Friday of the month.  This month, because 
we had sent a newsletter on August 27, we gave it a couple of weeks to have enough copy.  I hope you 
enjoy hearing from us. 
 
I’d like to leave you with one more thought.  This is the Albany School Mission Statement as it appeared 
in the school newsletters of the 1980’s and 1990’s (thank you Colleen Goodridge!)  As far as I know, it has 
never been replaced by another mission or vision statement.  I share it because I think it continues to 
reflect the values of our community: 
 

“Albany is a special place – a small rural community in which the school is the focal point.  The 
primary obligation of the school is to provide a learning environment which prepares the students 
not only to make a living, but also prepares them for life-long learning, - a life where learning is a 
lifelong process.  We believe that all children have different styles of learning and the school should 
make use of this knowledge. 
 
Through good leadership, a belief in values and character, and a commitment of teachers, parents 
and the total community, we will strive to provide an environment where students can develop 
their fullest. High standards and expectations will be set that will allow each student to experience 
success and take pride in him/herself and his/her work, and to become a contributing citizen.” 

 
As always, thank you for sharing your wonderful kids with us! 
Steve Owens 
 
Dates to Remember: 

• September 10-14: Nature’s Classroom field trip, grades 6-8 
• September 17: school photo day (individual photos will be 10/25) 
• Thursday September 20:  ACS School Board (at Lake Region High School) 6:00 PM 
• Thursday, September 20: Early Release (11:25 AM), Parent-Teacher Conferences 
• Friday, September 21: no school, Parent-Teacher Conferences all day 
• October 3: Open House and Harvest Dinner 

Ms. Thomas' 4th graders at the blueberry farm 
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• October 11: early release (11:25 AM), Fire Prevention Day 
• October 12: no school; in-service 
• October 15: no school 

 
School Safety Reminder 
Visitors to the school must sign in with Wendy Little and receive a 
guest badge.  If you want to speak with a teacher while school is in 
session, Ms. Little will call down to the classroom to see if it is a 
good time. If the teacher is working with students, Ms. Little will 
schedule an appointment for you at another time.  This is especially 
important first thing in the morning, when teachers are getting the 
students’ day started. 
 
Please do not leave the lobby and enter the classroom wings of the 
building without following these procedures.  We need to create a 
culture of respect and safety.  For a school, signing in at the office, 
and respecting the work of teachers, is the safety equivalent of 
flossing your teeth.  It is basic safety hygiene.  Thank you for helping 
us! 
 
Sandra Young OCSU UVM Outstanding Teacher 

Congratulations to Albany Special Educator Sandra Young!  At the OCSU in-
service on August 23, she was recognized as the Orleans Central 
Supervisory Union UVM Outstanding Elementary Educator.  She will be 
honored, along with outstanding educators from around the state, at a 
ceremony at the University of Vermont on October 1st.  Mrs. Young will 
have the opportunity to compete for recognition as Vermont’s Teacher of 
the Year.  Her citation reads: 
 
“Sandra Young taught a combined K-1 classroom at the Albany Community 
School. She gets remarkable results. By the end of the year every 
kindergartner was reading. By midyear every student had shown significant 
growth in reading on the POA.  
  

Mrs. Young is organized, and runs a tight classroom that is safe, fun and full of learning.  Her students 
enjoy learning – in fact they were disappointed at the end of the year when they found there was no more 
Writer’s Workshop! Next year, she will be our special educator, taking on a key role with kids who really 
need her skills. 
 
A second career educator, Mrs. Young is a graduate of Lyndon State and has been teaching for 5 years, 
including 4 in Albany.” 
 
Parent Conferences 
One of the truly wonderful things about Albany Community School, is that we have almost 100% 
attendance at parent conferences.  While other schools complain about family engagement, Albany rocks 
it!  Parents, you do a great job. 
 

Our new visitor badges – sign in here! 

Sandra Young 
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Our first Parent Conferences will be held on September 20 and 21.  The focus of these conferences will be 
on student goal setting for the year.  Please note that Thursday, September 20 is an early release day, 
with busses leaving the school at 11:20.  There is no school for students on Friday, September 21st.  
Conferences extend into the evening on the 20th, so working parents can schedule conferences outside 
work hours. 
 
Please note that Vermont’s Family and Medical Leave Act requires all employers to provide unpaid leave 
to employees for the purpose of attending Parent Conferences. 
 
Open House/Harvest Dinner October 3 
On Wednesday, October 3rd Albany Community School will be hosting our annual Open House from 5:30-
6:30, followed by a Harvest Dinner from 6:30 -7:30. 
 
The purpose of Open House is to give families a chance to visit classrooms, see some student work, and 
get an overview of the academic program and expectations.  The Community Dinner that follows will 
feature food from the school garden to celebrate our Farm to School program.  Please join us for this 
important annual event! 
 
Flag salute 
Albany Community School is reinstituting a flag 
salute, and showing proper respect for the United 
States and Vermont state flags.  I noticed that our 
flags are worn and faded, and all responsibility for 
the display of the flag had fallen on Jeff Potter 
(who’s done a great job!).  
 
We have new flags.  Through Senator Bernie 
Sanders’ office, I acquired a flag that has been flown 
over the United States Capital.  With the help of our 
state representative Vicki Strong, we are getting a 
Vermont flag that has been flown over the 
Statehouse in Montpelier.  Both flags are very 
special.  They are in honor of Vicki’s son, Sergeant Jesse Strong, who died in Iraq protecting polling places 
in the first Iraqi election.  Jesse volunteered at our school and corresponded with our students from Iraq. 
 
At most schools, proper display and care of the flag is a responsibility of the students.  Ms. Thomas has 
generously volunteered her fourth-grade class for this task, and has told me she can teach her students 
the proper way to fold and care for our flags. The flag pole is right outside the fourth-grade classroom. 
 
In our new Staff Handbook, I wrote the following instructions for staff: 
 
The American flag should be exhibited in each room. Students should be taught the proper way to salute 
the flag, and should do the pledge every day. Students are to be accommodated for religious and/or family 
beliefs that prohibit them from participating, provided they respect the rights of others and cause no 
disturbance. 

Our new United States Flag, flown over the capital! 
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We would love to have students lead the pledge each day, so please encourage your students to volunteer 
for this important task.  We would also prefer to have students take responsibility for the flags in front of 
the school.   

I believe showing proper respect to our flags is a way to connect students with big, important concepts, 
which is necessary for a quality education.  We live in times times where the focus seems to be on the 
things that divide us. The flag, as a symbol of what unites us, can help teach students about civil discourse.  
We may have different political or social views, and advocate passionately for those views, but as long as 
those views come from a place of genuine care for our country, our state and our community, we are all 
patriotic.  Patriotic people can salute the flag together. 
 
Basketball/Sports 
It would be wonderful to reestablish middle school basketball teams here in Albany.  When I came, I 
noticed we had no team sports happening.  Some of it is no doubt a question of shrinking enrollment.  As 
a result, some of our kids have been playing with Irasburg.  A basketball team can get by with 8 or 9 kids, 
so I think that would be a good place to start.  I’m no expert on youth basketball, so if any parents or 
community members want t0o help I’m all ears. 
 
With our beautiful property and groomed nature trails, other possibilities include cross country track, and 
cross-country skiing.  Stay tuned, and again if you would like to help, let me know! 
 
Lunchroom Procedures 
We’ve prepared a poster on our lunch expectations and I went around to classes to teach those 
expectations.  There are  some new procedures for both elementary and middle school lunch.  Kids should 
expect things to be different in the lunchroom. 
 
When students come to the cafeteria they should sit at tables rather than line up immediately.  At the 
elementary lunch, K-1 will go first, as they need the most time to eat.  After that, students will be sent up 
to get lunch with those meeting behavioral 
expectations going first, and those not 
meeting expectations going up as they 
moderate their behavior.  There will be no 
more than 5 in line at any time.  Ms. Rivers 
will post choices.  Students should be thinking 
about those choices when they are in the 
(short) lunch line.   
 
Here is the poster.  Staff understand that they 
should be recognizing students who meet 
these expectations by giving them Wolf Track 
tokens.  An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. A polite, civil lunch will be a 
great preparation for the afternoon learning!  
 
Fire Prevention Day 
On Thursday, October 11 the Albany Fire Department will be joining us for our annual Fire Prevention Day.  
The kids have a lot of fun visiting the engines and pick up a lot of good safety tips.  Our thanks to the Fire 
Department for working with us on this important program! 


